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INVITATION 

The German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP) 
in cooperation with WiMya (Scientific Forum Myanmar) 

and the Chair of Southeast Asian Studies and the Chair of Journalism 
of the University of Passau 

 
would like to invite you to the conference 

Rakhine Days: 
The “Rohingya” Conflict and its Implications for the 

Democratization of Myanmar 

Friday, March 9, 2018, 9 am–6 pm 
DGAP, Rauchstraße 17/18, 10787 Berlin 

The current conflict in Rakhine State, especially the violent eviction of 
Muslims that led to large scale refugee movements to Bangladesh, has 
received international attention by the media and human rights groups. The 
objective of the conference is to discuss the background of this conflict, 
different perspectives and interpretations of the available information among 
different actors and to analyze how the international pressure put on the 
current government might affect the democratization process in Myanmar. 
 

As the whole issue is highly contested, this workshop with international 
renowned experts aims at having, and is expecting, intensive discussions. 
Instead of long presentations, brief input presentations are therefore given 
for each topic as a starting point for discussion. 
 

Journalists are offered the opportunity to conduct one-to-one 
interviews with international experts throughout the day, especially 
during the lunch break (1-2 pm), and at the end of the event (6 pm). 
 

Please see the attached program for further information. If you want to 
register for this conference, please email DGAP at: events@dgap.org 
 
Sincerely yours, 

    
Bernt Berger  Prof. Dr. H. Rüdiger Korff  Prof. Dr. Oliver Hahn 
Senior Fellow  Chair of SEA Studies   Chair of Journalism 
Asia Program  University of Passau   University of Passau 
DGAP   and Spokesman WiMya 

  



 

Rakhine Days: 

The “Rohingya” Conflict and its Implications for the 

Democratization of Myanmar 

Friday, March 9, 2018 (9 am–6 pm) 

DGAP, Rauchstraße 17/18, 10787 Berlin 

 

Program 

 

9 am Welcome by Bernt Berger, Senior Fellow Asia Program 
 

Opening by Bernt Berger, Senior Fellow Asia Program, DGAP; and Prof. 

Dr. H. Rüdiger Korff, Spokesman WiMya and Chair of Southeast Asian 

Studies, University of Passau 

9:30-10:45 am Between Reality and Hyperreality (or How to Get Reliable Information) 

Dr. habil. Dagmar Hellmann-Rajanayagam, Lecturer, Ludwig-Maximilians-

Universität (LMU) Munich; Prof. Dr. H. Rüdiger Korff, Spokesman WiMya 

and Chair of Southeast Asian Studies, University of Passau; Prof. Dr. Oliver 

Hahn, Chair of Journalism, University of Passau 
 

Between Reality and Hyperreality:  While the parties and stakeholders in 

the conflict in Rakhine agree on the basic facts of the conflict – the 

occurrence of violence, refugee camps and the expulsion of people –, the 

debate has become highly controversial when it comes to the causes and 

backgrounds of the conflict. Through the internationalization of the conflict 

in Rakhine by the media, NGOs, social media and other actors, a hyperreality 

is created that is frequently detached from the situation on the ground. The 

mere increase of actors that are involved in the conflict, either directly or 

indirectly, has led to increasing complexity which is then again sought to be 

reduced through the formation of interest and lobby groups. These groups 

consider their own perceptions and interpretations of the conflict as the real, 

‘true’ and admissible one. Other groups are frequently denounced as traitors 

or worse. In conditions of conflict, however, it is very difficult to get at 

reliable data in the first place. Internationalization, furthermore, creates huge 

difficulties to arrive at unbiased interpretations of information, in other 

words, to determine what is ‘really’ happening on the ground.  



 

11 am-1 pm The Background of the Conflict 

Dr. Jacques P. Leider, Historian, EFEO-Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient 

(French School of Asian Studies), Bangkok/Yangon; Dr. Hans-Bernd 

Zöllner, Burma Researcher; Dr. Aung Tun Thet, Head of Burmese 

Delegation, Member of Myanmar Peace Commission (MPC), Chief 

Coordinator of Union Enterprise for Humanitarian Assistance, Resettlement 

and Development in Rakhine (UNHERD); other members of Burmese 

delegation (tba) 
 

The Background of the Conflict: Here the intention is to arrive at a clear 

and hopefully unbiased presentation of the causes, emergence, triggers and 

historical, political, economic, and social backgrounds of the conflict. 

Experts will present their views from very different angles. 

2-4 pm Differing Interpretations (The Myanmar View, NGOs and the Media) 

Mandy Fox, Research Associate to the Chair of Southeast Asian Studies and 

Ph.D. candidate, University of Passau; Sophia Marofke, Student of Southeast 

Asian Studies, University of Passau; members of Burmese delegation (tba) 
 

Differing Interpretations: Differing interpretations and evaluations of the 

conflict will be presented and discussed. As other workshops and 

conferences have shown, positions are very far apart. Evaluations and 

interpretations are in many cases based on vastly different data that are 

collected in different areas and from different individuals. However, it is 

considered vital to present these clearly and in a neutral environment to 

facilitate the discussion and hopefully come to either a more common 

interpretation, or to agree to disagree. 

4-6 pm Is Reconciliation Possible and if so, How? (What are the Implications for 

Democratization?) 

Bernt Berger, Senior Fellow Asia Program, DGAP; Dr. Aung Tun Thet, 

Head of Burmese Delegation, Member of Myanmar Peace Commission 

(MPC), Chief Coordinator of Union Enterprise for Humanitarian Assistance, 

Resettlement and Development in Rakhine (UNHERD); other members of 

Burmese delegation (tba) 
 

Is Reconciliation Possible and if so, How? Given the differences not only 

between the “Rohingya” and the other population groups in Rakhine State as 

well as the central government we want to approach the difficult question, 

whether reconciliation is possible and in what form. It is quite obvious that 

the present situation is inacceptable, but opinions how to rectify it differ just 



 

as widely as interpretations of the conflict. ‘Solutions’ ranging from sanctions 

via arms embargoes to the involvement of blue helmets have been proposed; 

these seem to be influenced as much by despair as by ignorance. Is it an 

option to find some realistic ways to at least ensure a living apart of the 

groups, if living together is not feasible? 

 

 

List of international experts:  

Bernt Berger Senior Fellow Asia Program, DGAP 

Mandy Fox Research Associate to the Chair of Southeast Asian Studies and 

Ph.D. candidate, University of Passau 

Dr. Uta Gärtner Research Associate / Lecturer (retired), Institut für Asien- und 

Afrikawissenschaften (IAAW), Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 

Christina Grein Coordinator Burma Initiative, Stiftung Asienhaus, Cologne 

Prof. Dr. Oliver Hahn Chair of Journalism, University of Passau 

Dr. habil. Dagmar 

Hellmann-Rajanayagam 

Lecturer, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität (LMU) Munich 

Prof. Dr. H. Rüdiger Korff Spokesman WiMya and Chair of Southeast Asian Studies, 

University of Passau 

Prof. Dr. Valeska P. Korff Junior Professor of Methods of Organizational Sociology, 

University of Potsdam 

Dr. Jacques P. Leider Historian, École française d’Extrême-Orient (French School of 

Asian Studies), Bangkok/Yangon 

Sophia Marofke Student of Southeast Asian Studies, University of Passau 

Jim Masterson Civil Society Representative 

Dr. Klaus Wild Former German Ambassador to Myanmar 

Dr. Hans-Bernd Zöllner Burma Researcher 

  



 

Burmese delegation (in alphabetical order): 

Dr. Aung Tun Thet Head of Burmese Delegation, Member of Myanmar Peace 

Commission (MPC), Chief Coordinator of Union Enterprise for 

Humanitarian Assistance, Resettlement and Development in 

Rakhine (UNHERD) 

Ms. Haemar Min Thu Civil Society Representative 

Mr. Je Yaw Wu Member of Parliament (Upper House) 

Mr. Nay Oke Tint Civil Society Representative 

Ms. Pyone Kathy Naing Member of Parliament (Lower House) 

 

 

If you want to register for this conference, please contact DGAP at:  

 

events@dgap.org 

 

 


