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Concept note 

The University of Passau Research Colloquium on Southeast Asian Studies 

The research colloquium was established in the winter semester 2013/14 as a lecture series of 

invited guest speakers. It is organized by the Department of Comparative Development and Cultural 

Studies – Southeast Asia (Prof Padmanabhan) and the Department of Southeast Asian Studies (Prof 

Korff) in collaboration with the Department of Development Economics (Prof Grimm). Over the 

years, we have hosted academics, practitioners and artists from across the world to discuss a wide 

range of topics including urban and rural anthropology, sustainability, gender studies, economic 

development and social activism. We invite speakers from all stages in their respective career to 

present new and ongoing research. Presentations mainly focus on Southeast Asia but we welcome 

presentations on all geographic regions.  The presenters are expected to send an abstract/a draft 

paper/paper/PowerPoint slides in advance.      

We aim to create an open and stimulating academic space for critical debate and reflection on a 

range of topics, as briefly described above. We have included this colloquium in the Development 

Studies Masters programme so as to provide the students with an opportunity to experience and 

engage with academic presentations, research, methods and debates. In addition, we invite scholars 

from across the social sciences and humanities at the University of Passau with the view to establish 

an inter-disciplinary environment. We therefore hope for presentations that inspire vibrant and 

interactive discussions amongst students and professors alike. 

Time frame: Thursday 4-6pm, 45-60 minutes presentation, 30 minutes Q&A / discussion, followed by 

informal discussion from 6 onwards over coffee/drinks  

Logistics: The chair covers one night’s accommodation and travel costs, information about local 

accommodation is available on request  

Audience: Diverse group from different disciplines including master students, PhDs, post-docs and 

professors. The Development Studies Master students attend the colloquium as part of their course 

credits.  

 

 


