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INTRODUCTION

In 2003 the state of Bavariadecided that one of thefoci of the University of Passau should be
Southeast Asian Sudies. Previously subject to closure, the department for Southeast Asian
Sudies was expanded from one professorship to one professor for Island Southeast Asiaand
in addition a professorship for M ainland Southeast Asia. In December 2004 Susanne Schroter
(from the University of Frankfurt) was gppointed as professor for Island Southeast Asian
Studies and Rudiger Korff (from the University of Hohenheim) as professor for M ainland
Southeast Asian Studies. Redl work started with the summer term 2005. Thus, current
research is mainly based on projects that had been initiated dready before. At present severd
projects arein aplanning stage and the gpplication for funding will be forwarded in 2006.
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CURRENT RESEARCH

ISLAM AND GENDER IN MO DERN INDONESIAN WO MEN’S WRITING: RE-
DEFINITION OF THE FEMALE ROLE?

(Postdoc. Scholarship funded by the ,, Hochschul- und Wissenschaftsprogramm® , HWP)

The project ams at analyzing the role which Islam and gender play for Post-Soeharto women
authors, the writers of sastra wangi (fragrant literature), on the backdrop of socid and
politica change in Indonesia. Snce women were assigned a conservative role by Indonesian
politics, society and Islam during Soeharto’s New Order, it is likdy that the authors have
written sastra wangi to open up a new way towards freedom. Although sastra wangi is a
disputed term by both literary critics and authors dike because of its derogatory connotation,
it is striking that the literary texts produced by the femae authors since the fadl of the
Soeharto regme share some common aspects. One of the remarkable similarities is the open,
patly even vulgar, description of sexudity in sastra wangi texts. Therefore, the starting point
of analysis is the hypothesis that Post-Soeharto women writers tend to bresk taboos and use
sexua desire as a leitmotif in their literary texts. The am of the project is to systematicaly
analy ze the complex concepts which Post-Soeharto female authors cregte or use to re-define
the femae role. The project intends to contribute to answering the question, to what extent
these concepts are linked with topics related to Islam and gender.

Researcher: Monika Arnez

DEVELO PMENT INTERVENTIONS, STATE ADMINISTRATIONS AND LOCAL
SOCIETY: CONDITIONS FOR POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN THE HIGHLANDS OF
NORTHERN THAILAND AND NORTHERN VIEINAM

(Sub-project of the Research Programme (SFB 564): “ Research for Sustanable Land Use and Rurd
Deve opment in Mounta nous Regions of Southesst Asid’, University of Hohenheim. Funded by the DFG)

In some ways, Southeast Asiain generd and Thailand in particular, is a success story for a
regon which, until recently, was basicdly agrarian and marked by socid unrest and
dictatorid, military rule, but then taking a spectacular economic take-off, with big business as
the engne of the regon’s growth. Economic growth and improved well-being was, however,
not evenly distributed. As McVey (2000) notes, a ‘super-concentration of wedth and
enterpris€ in the regon’s capitas took place. In Thailand the boom did not a al reduce
imbalances between its capita and the provinces, districts and rura areas. However, in recent
years the rise of provincia capitaism considerably dtered the relationship between city and
countryside, and, a certain periods, even exerted its influence on nationa policies
(Phongpaichit and Baker 2002).

In the context of our project, research in Vietnam is one phase behind research in Thailand.
Inspired by results found during phase 1 in Thailand, we set out for comparative research in
mountainous north-western Vietnam, dbet against a different socio-economic background.
Economic development in Vietnam in terms of pace and achievement is not redly comparable
with that in Thailand.

However, Vietnam's economy, besides a bias in development in favour of the South due to
historica advantages there, is characterised by a huge rurd-urban gap, too. In the early 1990s
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Vietham's economic development started to gain pace in the wake of “Doi Moi” [="new
transformation”]-policy, which the Viethamese Communist party introduced on its sixth party
congress in 1986 to loosen its grip on the economy and to alow private economic activities.
This path of development favoured urban centres much more than the country side, widening
the rura-urban gagp evermore — in a similar way as it is known from China. Like in many
other developing countries the currently five export-processing and 37 industrial zones form
an important core of industridisation in
Vietnam. Yet the utmost part of them still
adheres to urban centres with a few recently
established exceptions. Understandably, this gap
has a lot to do with infrastructural advantages
that induce a virtuous cycle of improvement in
preferred regons like Ho Chi M inh-City, Hanol,
or Haiphong, while it usudly takes deliberate
politicd action to improve competitive
endowments in disadvantaged aress like centra
Vietnam or mountainous provinces. (During the
three years of our research in Son La province
we were lucky enough to experience such action
when the Viethamese government to our great
pleasure built a new Nationad Road No. 6 from Hoa Binh to Son La, which substantialy
reduced trave time and increased travel comfort.) At the end of the 1990s this, with progress
in Vietnham's industriaisation, widening gap sparked evermore articulate — at times even
violent — protests from villagers with provincid and nationd leaders (Thayer 1998). Facing
such potentialy dangerous politica developments, and supported by a range of bilaterd and
multilaterad donors like for example the Asian development bank the Vietnamese centra
government has gone quite some way to slowly narrowing the gap, or a lesst to slow its
widening. Infrastructure-projects are one example, extending provincid and local discretion
in development-related issues is another.

With the expansion of politicd and economic activities from the centre to the periphery and
vice versa, socia science studies on the politicd systemin Thalland started to pay increasing
attention to events a the more intermediate levels of province and districts to examine loca
peopl€e's integration into processes orignating from the centre and their responses to this
process (Neson 1998). Bangkok-focused studies as well as the old-fashion village studies
became more and more obsolete. This research report, based on empirica surveysinthetwo
districts of Pang M a Pha (Northern Thailand) and Yen Chau (Northern Vietham), can be seen
as within this trend with respect to Thailand, whereas for research in Vietnam this is our
prospected focus for the next phase.

(The project is funded until July 2006, a follow up project with a focus on the role of the district cities is
currently prepared by Erland Meyer for Vietnam and Sascha He bardt for T hail and)

Project director: Riidiger Korff

Cooperation with: Anan Ganjanapan, Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiang
Mai University

Chau Dao Thu, Hanoi Agricultural University

Principal researcher: Hans-Dieter Bechstedt,
Researcher in Thailand: Wisoot Legsomboon, Patsharin Nawichai (until 2004)
Researcher in Vietnam: Ng6 Trung Thanh, Erland Meyer



INSTITUTIONAL, SO CIO-CULTURAL AND LO CAL PO LITICAL FRAMEWORK FOR
BIODIVERSITY

(Sub-project of the BMBF financed Sino-German project “ Conservation of culturd landscapes through
diversification of resource use strategies and technologies for agro-ecosystems in mountainous Southwest
China’ coordinated by the Tropenzentrum, University of Hohenheim. Initid funding by the BMBF)

A landscape is primarily determined by land use and land use by human practices. Human
practices are determined by socia structures as well asinstitutions and policies. Accordingy
they differ depending on socio-economic position and cultures (ethnicity). Through
development processes the socid structure of a society is modified and new institutions are
emergng while others fal into decline. This has a direct impact on practices and values and
thereby on land use pattern and consequently the transformation of the landscape. The am of
the research project is to understand how current land use practices are embedded into
society, economy and culture in the sense of how socia groups and classes differ with regards
to landscape dffecting practices and how the socid
—mr , structure is modified through development processes.

It is to be expected that significant differences between
ethnic groups as wel as socid classes, dong the atitude
gadient and especialy degree of urbanization (access to
markets, socio-economic differentiation) with farming
systems of greatly varyingintensity will become apparent.
Conseguently, a differentiated gpproach to influencing
people's practices is likely to be caled for. Furthermore,
deveopment trends are associated to rise and decline of
socid groups, and thereby affect land use and thus the landscape.

The am of the project is to anayze interactions between the socio-culturd and institutional-
politica environment summarized as “socia diversity” with bio-diversity from aperspective
of everyday life practices. Socid diversity implies differences in regards to interactions
between individua/household/group/ community and nature within everyday life practices.
The landscape and ecology is, however, not simply resulting from human activities, but itsef
a factor defining possibilities of socid and culturad developments. In other words, there is a
didectica interdependence between both. The main objective of the research is therefore to
analyse " society in alandscap€e’ and “ the landscape of agven society”.

Project director: Riidiger Korff
Cooperation with: Fuquan Yang, Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences
Researcher: Stefanie Wehner

INDIGENO US KNOWLEDGE OF THE LO CAL LANDSCAPE

(Sub-project of the BMBF financed Sino-German project “ Conservation of cultura landscapes through

diversification of resource use strategies and technologies for agro-ecosystems in mountainous Southwest
Chind’ coordinated by the T ropenzentrum, University of Hohenheim. Initid funding by the BMBF)

Reason and meaning of practices is based on established and culturdly transmitted forms of
knowledge. Consequently, diversity of landscape is directly linked to culturd diversity inthe
sense of diverse knowledge sy stems. Consequently, the protection of landscapes can not be

limited to the biologca dimension of protection of nature, but requires the understanding of
indigenous knowledge.
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Within a multiethnic, multi-cultura regon different forms of indigenous knowledge co-exist,
but neverthdess, are to some degree shared through interactions among groups. Since
innovations result from such interactions, the understanding of the existing knowledge
systems as wel as the interactions and shared meanings are relevant to estimate possible
interventions. Only on the basis of understanding of the meaning of indigenous species
(plants, seeds, animds) for the locd population and the integration of these into wider
meanings systems and cultures, biologcad diversity can be protected in a socio-culturdly
integrated form. If the locd knowledge and meaning systems are ignored, conservation
policies dienate the people form the natura environment. The am of the project is to
understand current indigenous knowledge, by firstly anadysing classifications of aspects of
nature, and secondly, how these classifications are integrated into wider cosmologies by
which they recelve their meaning. The project does thus not look a selected techniques and
instruments, but how these are edements within
holistic culturd systems. This will then form the
basis for devising means of how to protect
indigenous  knowledge concomitant with the
protection of landscape.

Snce the last decade indigenous knowledge has
become an issue in development related research.
It has been recognized that indigenous loca
techniques, classifications and knowledge on
plants can usefully be integrated into development
activities. The problem with these pragmatic
gpproaches is that knowledge which only makes sense as a knowledge system gets
fragmented. As much as in scientific research classification only makes sense within a wider
system, indigenous classifications have meaning only in relation to other aspects, eements
and practices. Furthermore, indigenous knowledge is, as much as any other form of
knowledge, a socid construct of communities. Consequently, the main task is the anaysis of
the* actor-network” in which local knowledgeis created and maintained.

Indigenous knowledge is not fixed, but with the changes of the actor network, which can be
socid, economic, but as well ecologca, knowledge is transformed, modified and new
knowledge generated. This dlows for interactions between scientific oriented knowledge
generation and indigenous forms. Thereby indigenous knowledge can become a means for
innovation. This is particularly the case with regards to negected plants, anima raising
techniques etc. and the search for dternative crops, agriculturad products and agriculturad
techniques.

The dynamic aspect of indigenous knowledge alows to link it with conservation oriented
interventions. In fact, based on such a linkage the policies become sustainable in the sense of
loca acceptance. Consequently, besides a scientific anaysis of landscape, the landscape will
be andysed based on indigenous understandings. This then dlows to simulate as wdl, how
the locad understanding of landscape will be affected, and how interventions fit into culturd
continuity instead of leading towards dienation.

Project director: Riidiger Korff

Cooperation with: Yang Yongping, Kunming Institute of Botany,
Yin Shaoting, Department of Anthropology, Yunnan
University

Researcher: NN



GENDER RELATIO NSHIPS IN BRIDE-WEALTH SO CIETIES WITH PATRILINEAL
SOCIAL ORGANIZATION IN RURAL AREAS OF THE ALOR-ARCHIPELAGO
(EASTERN INDONESIA)

(Postdoc. Scholarship funded by the University of Passal)

Already for quite a long time internationa organizations support programs to fight against
poverty in rurd areas of Asia and the Pecific. Some years ago it was decided to support
mainly projects which am a a symmetric gender relationship as well as better education of
women and grls. The Alor-Archipelago in Indonesia
became a target of those recent programs. The research
am is to understand which effects such programs have on
a loca community in that area Therefore we have to
study some communities in depth to comprehend their
emic view on gender rdationships. During previous
studies | found out that on the islands of the Alor-
Archipdagop post-marital  residence is traditiondly
patriloca. As soon as the bride moves to the groom her
family of birth regards her as lost. The family’s loss is
compensated by bride-wedth pay ments from the ggoom to
the bride's father or brother. Seen from that ange one gets the impression that women are
possessions of men who can transfer them regarding mainly the men’s needs. On the other
hand in some villages, women produce textiles and ceramics for the local market, for rituas,
or to swap. M ost probably women in those villages have quite alot of influence because of
their access to prestigous goods as well as to the monetary sector. In other villages women
can own land and even pass it onto ther children. It is quite possible that this dso gvethem
some autonomy from their husbands or brothers.

In the research it has to be examined how much influence and autonomy women have under
the described circumstances. As the on-going research is on gender relaionships, one
important focus is the impact the women’s access to the
market has and has had on that rdationship. Pat of the
research is a comparison between those villages, where a
poverty reduction program is running with those villages
without direct foreign interference. Another comparison is
between two villages which share traditiond marriage
reationships and live on the same land. Nevertheless the
differences between those villages ae high: crafts-
“women” and their fishing and trading husbands live a the |
coast, follow the M uslim faith, and got permission by their
neighbours to live on the land and use it. The neighbours live in the interior of the island,
follow the Christian — usudly the Protestant — faith, regard themselves as “lord of the land”,
and live amost subsistent on hunting, planting and gathering. The comparison of the gender
reationships in those villages will throw specid light on the facts which hinder or support
symmetric gender relationships. Therefore an important result of the research will be to show
whether the support of gender symmetry is auseful target to reduce poverty in therurd areas
of the Alor-Archipdago. As the research area is culturaly closdly related to most parts of
Eastern Indonesia main research results might be transferred with slight changes to other rura
areas in theregon.

Project director: Susanne Schroter

Researcher: Susanne Rodemeier
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RELIGIO US DIMENSIONS OF LOCAL CONFLICTS. A COMPARATIVE STUDY O FSRI
LANKA, BURMA AND SOUTHERN THAILAND

(Funded by the DFG since December 2005)

In the wake of repeated attacks by Islamist groups the question has become urgent why
religous arguments are used to justify these onslaughts. Is violence perhaps inherent to some
or even dl reigons? Or is it just instrumentalised to let violence
emerge, be implemented and justified?

While this question is discussed nowaday s mostly with reference
to Islam, religons like Hinduism and Buddhism have largely
remained unsought in this regard. Yet, especidly in countries
with Theravada Buddhism like Si Lanka, Thailand and Burma,
and in largely Hindu India religous motives and reasons are used
to justify violence by the mgority as well as by minorities.

In historical perspective, phases of a close reaionship between
reigon and violence dternated with those where violent conflict
was not fought on a rdigous platform. Besides, it is often
overlooked nowadays that not only violence can be justified by
religon, but even more so de-escdation and pacification. This
project therefore proceeds from the assumption that violence may refer to religon, but that
violence does not have a congenita affinity to religon or certain religons.

The research question is therefore under what socid and politica conditions rdligon is
connected to violence in different types of conflict situations. Theamisto find out, whether
and which socid and politica basic paterns exist for the combination of violence and
rdigon, what they look like and why redigons of the most various provenience offer
themselves to this combination.

To avoid the facile fixation on Islam, in a comparative gpproach violent conflicts tied to
religon are investigated in severa countries where Theravada Buddhism is the mgority
religon, viz. Si Lanka, Thalland, Burma

Project director: Riidiger Korff
Principal Researcher: Dagmar Hellmann- Rajanayagam (Sri Lanka, Burma)
Researcher: NN (Southern Thailand)

DIGITALIZATION OF LAOTIAN SCRIPTS

(Initid research is supported by the Research Pool, University of Passau)

The project ams to facilitate research and dissemination of Lao literature and culture (and
related research in Southeast Asian and Buddhist Sudies as well as in loca wisdom and
indigenous knowledge) through the digtalisation of approximatey 9,600 microfilmed
manuscripts (1,006 rolls a 30 m, 35 mm) held a the Nationa Library of Laos and the
production of an Endish-language inventory.

These manuscripts were selected for microfilming from over 84,000 surveyed in Laos during
the Preservation of Lao Manuscripts Programme (1992-2002/04), a cultura cooperaion
project funded by the German Foreign Office, and represent more than five centuries of the
country’s literary heritage.
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In addition to canonica and non-canonica Buddhist texts, they contain a wide range of
popular, learned and literary writings such as works about history, traditiond law and

— customs, astrology, magc, mythology and rituds, traditiona
medicine and hedling, gr)ammar and lexicography, as wel as poetry
and a huge number of epic stories, folk taes and romances. The
inventory and digtalisation will make this materia accessible for
systematic study by the scholarly community, and will enable
andysis of the whole range of Lao manuscripts as well as more
- descriptive, annotated cataloguing of mgor works. The Endish-

= "1 language inventory together with an existing Lao-language version
= e will be electronlcdly linked to the digtdised manuscripts and made

avalable via the internet and with search facilities, information
about the preservation programme, and links to other resources and institutions.

Project director: Riidiger Korff

Research Supervisor: Harald Hundius

Cooperation with: National Library of Laos, Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
Researcher: David Wharton

DISASTERS AND DEVELOPMENT: A COMNPARATIVE STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF
THE TSUNAMI IN ACEH AND KHAO LAK, THAILAND

(Initid research was supported by the Research Pool, University of Passal)

Most research on disasters has its empiricd focus in the US (research on tornados and
hurricanes) or other industridized countries. The studies commonly focus on risk anaysis and
pre-disaster preparation. Even though disasters with most casudties (in difference to
economic damage) take place in the developing world, research on the implications of
disasters in such regons remains very limited. The Tsunami that struck Southeast and South-
Asiais one example. Even though much assessment of damages and what can be donefor re-
construction has been conducted, basic research hardly is undertaken. The question is, in how
far can the approaches developed in countries
with a working infrastructure, efficient agencies
and where most people areinsured, be applied for
deveoping countries?

Not the least due to the limitations of the state
agencies, re-construction depends heavily on
locd initiatives and support from internationa
organizations. Through the involvement of
international organisations and media
dobdization spots emerge in commonly remote
regons. Thus the disastrous event leads to
specific pattern of linking local communities and
goups and goba organisations, whereby local and goba processes get articulated. This
structure reminds of development projects in which internationa organisations initiate loca
projects with the objective to establish new structures and institutions.

Smilar to the development discourse, in the discussion of disasters vulnerability is of main
importance. However, empirica findings indicate that the loca communities tend to be far
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less vulnerable then expected, and even more so, the post-event work, namely saving and
taking care of victims depends strongy on locd capacities. Accordingy, the resilience of
loca communities to cope with disastrous events is of crucid relevance. The question is, in
how far the reconstruction work improves loca resilience.

In an initial phase generd data have been collected in Aceh and Khao Lak. Based on these
initial findings aresearch project will be designed.

Project director: Susanne Schroter, Riidiger Korff
Researcher: Mario Wilhelm, Mara Dehmer, Mathias Hiiger,
Philipp Baumgartner, Andrea Fischer

POP CULTURE, ISLAM, AND GENDER IN INDONESIA: A TENSION OF
INTERPRETATION

This research will observe the interrdationship among Popular Culture, Islam, and Gender
Issues in Indonesia. The recent development in the country shows the deegper intrusion of
reigous based content into the supposedly secular popular culture, as seen from the larger
portion of TV progammes for religous materid or the high saes figure for Islamic teen-lit.
Appaently the marriage between Islam and Popular Culture in Indonesia is evidently
gowing This may be due to facts that the mgority of Indonesian is M uslims, hence the
largest market for popular culture; or there is increasing politica power of |slamic movement
since the late 1990s. The former indicates that the market of popular culture dictates the
Islamic content to be accommodated —for purely profit motive; whilethe latter states the other
way around: the Islamic politica power occupies the, supposedly non-sectarian, politics of
popular culture.

Instead of andysing the politicd economy of Islam and popular culture, this research shal
investigate how the audiences receive the more Islamic content on their popular culture
intake. Are there any dynamic and active processes for receiving such phenomenon? Or might
be there a tension between the interpretation of Islam represented in media and the so-caled
red/pure Islamic thought? M oreover, the tension of interpretation of Islam within the popular
culture medium is evident on the issue of women. The common idea that women are dway's
subject to media exploitation might not necessarily be true as the audience/consumer of
popular culture may have different way of interpreting the issue of womanhood —therefore
they are not passive on what they consume.

All above mentioned research problems refer to interwoven reationship among producers and
consumers of popular culture on Islam and Women. To ded with those questions, this
research will, first, investigate the rationaes and interpretation of producers on the issues.
Second, it will describe the way the audience responses to the issues as represented by the
producers. Third, it will dso draw the dynamic interpretation mechanism that relates both
producers and consumers to interact with each other. This research will employ the related
theories on popular culture, consumption, media, and identity .

Supervisor: Susanne Schroter

Researcher: Sisilia Astuti
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MICRO INSURANCE IN INDONESIA

Poverty is primarily caused by the poor's high vulnerability to risks such as illness, accident,
theft and naturd disasters. The poor's high vulnerability to risks stems from low incomes and
lack of resources which limits possibilities for efficient risk management. Micro insurance
enjoys incressing atention as a measure of improving the poor's risk management
capabilities. Micro insurance provides - for relaively low contributions -coverage against
risks that the poor face. In Indonesia, practica experience with micro insurance is virtualy
non-existent (M cCord 2005).

However, with 7.5% of Indonesians living on less than 1 USD and 52.4% living on less than 2
USD aday (UNDP 2005) the need to reduce poverty is gpparent. Micro insurance may be one
of severd tools to do that. Centra question of dissertation: Can micro insurance increase risk
management capabilities of poor households in Indonesia on a sustainable basis?
M ethodology: Empirica data from a GTZ-Allianz-UNDP micro insurance pilot project in
Indonesia, running from approx. 2006 to 2008, will be used to measure the impact of micro
insurance on poor households. Specid emphasis is put on relevant socio-cultura factors.
M oreover, micro insurance will be andyzed in the context of nationa poverty reduction
strateges and the internationa debate on development and socid protection.

Supervisor: Susanne Schroter

Researcher: Martin Hintz

THEIMPACT OF STRATEGIC GROUPS ON PRO-POOR GO VERNANCE REFO RM AND
THE ROLE OF PUBLIC SPHERES IN FOSTERING SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHANGE- A
CASESTUDY FROM CAMBO DIA

(Sub-project of the currently gpplied for DFG-Forschergruppe “ Strategische Gruppen”, coordinated by the
Kulturwissenschattliches Institut, Essen)

According to the current international donor discourse, responsive and accountable
governments are crucid to the enabling environment for poverty reduction. However, despite
critiques in many low-income countries about the “disgraceful state of public services’,
reforms for pro poor governance remain difficult.
The purpose of theresearch study is @) to andysethe
processes of knowledge production on poverty and
Good Governance in Cambodia from a perspective
of interactions between internationd, nationd and
loca groups of actors, and b) to assess theimpact of
an emergng public sphere in fostering socio-
economic change. In other words, this work ams at
identifying longer term socid and economic
processes which could strengthen demand for pro-
poor change in Cambodia The definition and thus
the policy formulation of poverty on one side, and
Good Governance on the other side, result from the figuration of strategc groups, and the
pressures exerted from a public sphere or civil society on the state. Pro poor governance
requires apattern of strategc group formation that enables therise of apublic spherein which
the voice of the poor is heard. The study ams a understandingin this dilemmathelogcs and
redities, i.e. the interests and agendas of politicaly reevant groups of actors. The successful
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implementation of development strateges and more specificaly of the Poverty Reductions
strateges in a democratic way is closely connected to the interests and strateges of loca
strategc groups such as the politica parties, the military, the bureaucracy and the growing
goup of NGOs. These strategc groups have an important impact on the current state
formation, i.e. on the ongoing democratization process.

The theoretica assumption is that poverty and governance can be defined differently by the
respective actors, agencies and strategc groups as well as by the“poor”. This diversity leads
to me-connaissance unless it is communicated publicly. Therefore, poverty reduction policies
require a public sphere. | argue that the definition of poverty and thus practical responses
result from the figuration of strategc groups, and the pressures exerted from apublic sphere
or civil society on governance on the goba as wel as the nationd, country level. Strategic
goups ae the agents of socid change or deveopment and not the ultimate beneficiaries of
development, even if they sometimes gppear to be so on purpose. In other words, pro poor
governance requires a pattern of strategc group formation that enables the rise of a public
sphere in which the voice of the poor is heard.

Supervisor: Riidiger Korff
Researcher: Ruth Sharifa Djedje

PO VERTY AND DEVELO PMENT: O RGANIZING THE PEO PLE IN BANGLADESH

(Research has been funded by the Friedirch Ebert Stiftung)

What is poverty? How is it measured? Who are the poor? Defining and measuring poverty
and cdculating the percentage of poor people in a country or aregon is not just amatter of
numbers and averages. Poverty is a complex, multifaceted world that requires aclear anaysis
in dl of its many dimensions. “"Human beings are thoroughly diverse; you cannot draw a
poverty line and then gpply it across the board to every one the same way, without takinginto
account persond characteristics and circumstances, poverty andysis should focus on an
individud’s potential to function rather than the results the individual obtains from
functioning.”™ ( Sen 1999b).

Sen went a long way within economic analy sis of
well-being By developing his capability
goproach to understand people s qudity of life,
he adlowed for insights into the economic
evauation of wel-being that other theories on
this issue would not permit. In particular, he
address a strong critigue towards the utilitarian
gpproach, however utility may be interpreted.
Modern economics employs ““utility”  to
illustrate everything that an individua maximises
and that led to the fact tha =~ mathematica
exactness of formulation proceeded hand in hand with remarkable inexactness of
content.” " (Sen 1999a, 1985,p.2).Opposing therefore this kind of simplification,”™ which has
the effect of taking a very narrow view of human beings ( and ther fedings, ideas and
actions), thereby significantly impoverishing the scope and reach of economic theory ™ (Sen
1999a,p.3), he proposes a view tha sees a person’s wel-being in terms of his or her ™
functionings ", i.e. what the person succeeds in doing or being. Yet, being fully aware of
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these persond and socid limitations, Sen’s capability approach rests with rather individua
centred view. It does not dlow considering instrumentaly the difficulties that arise for a
person living with a society and interacting with other individuas to achieve certan
functionings, or to choose among potentia achievements for the assessment of that person’s
qudity of life. This study aims to gve insights into the fact that people are living within a
socid networks, that people's behaviour will be determined, to a certan extent, by the
interaction with others and that this interaction can contributeto peopl€ s capabilities.

Even individua capacities and competences have lacking to define vulnerability or resilience;
neverthdess, individual well-being and capabilities provide the red scenario of poverty and
deveopment. When relations and interdependencies determine agency, it is obviously that,
socid networks (socid capita) has strong effect on individua well-being and cepabilities
which explained poverty and development. This study examines theimpact of social networks
(socid capital) on individua well-being and capabilities on the rurd households a
M ymensingh sadar Upazila of M ymensingh district and M eghna Upazila of Comilladistrict
in Bangadesh. Four villages (two villages from each district) were selected for this study. A
snowball sampling technique was followed in this study. Data were collected from 140
respondents (35 respondents from each village) through field survey by using pre-designed
questionnaire, PRA and observation technique. Sen’s Capability Approach was used by using
Nussbaum'’s list of basic capabilities to determine individuad wel-being and capabilities, and
socid network analysis to determine individua Ego networks and complete networks, and
centrdity.

Supervisor: Riidiger Korff

Researcher: Mohammad Ataur Rahman

SHAMANISM IN SO UTH KO REA

(Research has been funded by the DAAD)

In Korea, a newly-industrialized nation with a rapid developing I T-technology, shamanism is
enjoying a reviva as a uniquely Korean cultura heritage. The new presence of shamans in
TV, World Wide Web, on stage and the public practice in urban districts, nationa shrines,
mountain areas or Village festivas reflects significant legd and socid changes in Korean
society's atitude toward its own widespread shamanist traditions.

The ethnographic research examines the place of shamans within contemporary society,
exploring shamanism as a culturad practice in which people and shamans make use of
shamanic ritua and construct a new collective identity, popular culture and, in amore artistic
context, performing arts.

Particularly, with regard to the sdf-portrayd of shamans in the World Wide Web an analysis
of modern shamanism necessarily requires aresearch about self-conceptions and the concepts
of public rdation.

The question if Korean shamanism is part of the goba phenomenon of the revival of
ethnicity and culturd nationaism or just a phenomenon of cultura conservation that is used
for tourist purposes or visud art, demands an answer that investigates the relaion between
shamans and clients, shamans and the new developed ritua industry in urban contexts and
shamans and their media skills.

Supervisor: Susanne Schroter

Researcher: Dirk Schlottmann
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MUSLIM WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP IN THE SO UTHERN PHILIPPINES. DISCOURSE
AND CULTURAL TRANSFORMATION

The main focus of this research is the role of Filipino M uslim women as reformists in a
minority society.

Snce the 60s more and more Filipino M uslim Women have access to higher education and
because of this to public employment. These circumstances brought about a change to the
women's role and the reationship between the spouses. Especidly women that occupy
leading positions in paolitics or economics chalenge the traditiona definition of ther role as
mothers and their exclusive connection to the socid field.

One main question of this research will be
how women in leadership positions actively
enforce this cultura transformation and how
they employ Islan for their purpose
Furthermore it will be interesting to see how
the women in leadership positions are
referred to by other M uslims, so to say other
Muslim women, the rdigous dite and the
own family.

S On a more generd levd, beside the conflict

2 between the rebd groups and the Philippine

government, the minority S|tuat|on which has the potentid of multiple influences on the

Filipino M uslims, has to be considered. The questions of how the women leaders ded with

these circumstances, how they usethem for their own or how the possible threat from outside
can dso work against them, will be dedt with.

To record the supposed culturd transformations this research will, by keeping in mind the
thesis that discourse leads to cultura change, focus on the discourse on and of M uslim women
leaders. Interviews of the leaders as well as from family members and the religous dite will
be conducted. Newspaper articles and historica data will be collected. And, to detect the
actua transformation, discourse manifestations, like new laws or different socia behaviour
will be looked upon.

Supervisor: Susanne Schroter

Researcher: Birte Brecht

DEATH RITUALS AS APPROACH TO AN INDIGENO US MO DERNITY IN THE ALO R-
ARCHIPELAGO IN INDONESIA

Desth rituas are the most important life-cycle rituas in eastern Indonesia. Death has adeep
impact on the socid life of asociety and goes often hand in hand with the fear of supernatural
forces. In most cases the cause of death is not seen as naturd but as caused by witches and
evil spirits. Because of that the question of guilt and the prevention of further fatdities are of
geat importance. The prevention of further fatalities can only be reached by reinstaling the
socid order in the way the ancestors want it since the ancestors will punish any delinquency
against this order. They will punish the members of the society by withdrawing ther
protection against witches and evil spirits if they fed negected.
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This reinstaling of the proper socia order can only be achieved by a faultless carried out
death rituds. The influence and acceptance of Christianity and Islam does not seem to have
changed this importance of deeth rituas.

Desgth rituas are not static but are sensitive to changes in a society and reflect the particular
modernity of a culture Thus desth rituds are
dways modern rituds and an ided fied for
understanding the indigenous modernity of a
certain culture.

The research will take place on Pantar, an island
in the Indonesian Alor-Archipelago, on which is
up to this now nearly no ethnographic data exist. *
On Pantar followers of four different rligons live
close together. Often the members of one family
have different religons. Thus the purpose of this
research is not only to anayse the locd
particularities of death rituas and to check if the
data on death rituas in other areas of eastern Indonesia apply adso to Pantar but aso to
examine the consequences of this specid situation on the performance of death rituals.

Supervisor: Susanne Schroter
Researcher: Bettina Volk
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CONFERENCES

GENDER AND ISLAM IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
29.9. - 1.10. 2005 at the University of Passau

Islam today is widely seen as the most chalenging belief systemin the world. For someright
wing politicians in the West it has come to represent alocus of evil that spawns radicaism,
communa violence and terrorism; for many religous and political leaders in the East it
represents the only effective counterforce against Western imperidism and cultura
hegemony. Both within and outside M uslim communities al over the world people debate
whether Islam is compatible with democracy and human rights, and, if so, how they areto be
aticulaaed and redized within an Islamic framework. The debate is triggered by
dobdization, mainly by the phenomenon of the gobd flow of media, technology, ideologes
and consumer goods and aso by the establishment of internationd institutions. Nations,
communities, families and individuas respond to these developments and engage, sometimes
voluntarily and deliberately sometimes not, in the process of creating their own modern
Muslim culture and identity. The result is a great variety of contemporary “Islamns’, the
stances of which can range from reformist, to fundamentalist, or conservative, or feminist, or
patriarcha, and the degree to which eements of loca and/or nationa culture are integrated
into these views varies just as Qestly.
Contemporary Islam has many faces, anong them
Sy ncretistic ones, which incorporate adiverse array
of loca belief systems, matirifocad ones that
integrate women-centred socid structures, others
that focus strictly on the Golden Age of 7" or 8"
century Arabia and feminist ones which offer a
new interpretation of the Holy Book and the
traditions of the Prophet. The diversity of the
modes of life dl sustained by Islam is particularly
striking in Southeast Asian societies, where
observers have often commented on ther
flexibility and more gender-egditarian characteristics, especidly when compared to many
cultures of the Arab world or the Middle East. In the Philippines and in most societies in the
regon Islam is a minority religon: in Indonesia, the country with theworld’s largest M uslim
population, it is part of a multi-fath nationa enterprise (the Pancasila) and in M daysia
M uslims co-exists peacefully with non-M uslim citizens.

Despite Islan’s heterogeneity and diversity, gender issues are very often the focus of locd,
nationd and transnationa discourses. Women’'s bodies and dress, their access to education
and professiona employ ment, their participation in socid and politicd affairs, family law and
sexudity are matters of controversy. What exactly is meant by the notion espoused by
numerous religous scholars that women are “equa but different”? What does such equaity
encompass? On what basis are lines of difference drawn? Is culture the obstacle to the
empowerment of M uslim women or is it a particular interpretation of the Qur’an and sunna
What are the consequences of recent developments like the introduction of the shari’a or
democratic reforms? Which problems result from state politics and from the so called "war on
terror"? Which possible courses of action remain open to activists facing such obstacles as
civil war, military oppression or awarlord-sy stem?

Southeast Asian Muslim women's and men’s positions towards these issues are as
multifarious as the versions of Islam to which they profess. Some activists are part of
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revivaist movements and demand the introduction of the shari’a, others are engaged in libera
and democratic reform processes, in peace-keeping endeavours and denounce violence
against women. M any women are engaged in women's networks a the grass root leve, others
are scholars in universities or work as politicians in stateinstitutions, or are active as lawy ers
and journdists. Regardless of their political stance or the colouring of their reigous views,
their project is to change society and to
create anew Asian modernity.

Yet the significance of these processes
cannot be understood purdy as
phenomena embedded in particular
national or loca cultura systems. Thanks
to technologca innovations,
communication and exchange can teke
place with an esse, frequency and
intensity not possible in previous times.
Much as a butterfly’s wings stirs a
current of air that can set off a storm on
the other side of the gobe, so too can very specificloca events set off amaelstrom in places
very far away. In this context, peace and human rights become agdoba project, the success of
which rests on understanding and accepting those usualy regarded as “ other”.

The symposium intended to contribute to such aprocess of mutua understanding. It brought
together scholars from various countries and disciplines, many of them activists, in order to
encourage interdisciplinary discussion and to deepen the understanding of Islam and gender
relationships in Southeast Asia and beyond. By hosting this conference in Germany we aso
wished to take a stand on anti-Islamic and anti-M uslim prejudices and work together for the
establishment of an interfaith diaogue on human rights and peace.

TSUNAMI WORKSHOP —

KATASTROPHEN UND DEREN BEWALTIGUNG: EINE HERAUSFORDERUNG AN
WISSENSCHAFT UND PRAXIS

8. —9.07. 2005 at the University of Passau
Sientificimplications of catastrophes in developing countries only takes up aminor role in
disaster research due to language barriers, culturd
differences and limited scientific expertise in those
aress. In addition, not much is known about the
politica implications of catastrophes on development. |
Therefore, the Tsunami that hit South and Southeast
Asia in December 2004 poses a chdlenge for
both disaster research and developmentd politics.

Throughout the reconstruction process, actors within
both domains have to consider how an andysis of
reconstruction processes and the implementation of
relief efforts can beredized in a sustainable manner.
The workshop ,,Katastrophen und deren Bewdtigung:
Eine Herausforderung an Wissenschaft und Praxis® held at the University

of Passau in July 2005 provideda great opportunity for didogue / discussion between
scientists, NGOs activists and development agencies.
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IKAP WORKSHOP
25.10. 2005 at the University of Passau

On October 25" 2005 delegates of the IKAP-Network, a ChiangM a based NGO working on
the incorporation of indigenous knowledge and cultures in MM SEA (M ainland M ontane
South East Asia), held aworkshop at the chair of Southeast Asian Sudies at the University of
Passau. The network presented their plan to build up the Indigenous Peoples” Regona
Institute for Southeast Asia, an institution that would link, for the first time in history, the
indigenous hilltribes of six countries in the regon (Burma, Thaland, China, Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos). It is assumed that that there are over 300 ethnic groups in the
mountainous areas of these countries with over 40 million people. The representatives of
some of these ethnic groups, who came to Passau (among them Karen, Lahu and Hmong),
were surprised to find that there are loca ethnic Bavarian traditions in Germany which share
the same fate of beingthreatened by rapid processes of modernization.

21



PUBLICATIONS

ARTICLES:

Arnez, Monika 2005: Indonesische Literatur: Weiblich, ledig, jung? In: Pacific News, Nr. 23
(2005), pp. 20-23.

Arnez, Monika 2005: Review of Nids Mulder, Southeast Asian images; Towards civil
society ?. In: Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land en Volkenkunde 1 (2005). Slkworm Books,
ChiangM ai, pp.143-44.

Bechstedt, H.-D. 2005: Participatory research and development: Potentids, limitations and
conceptua deficiencies. In: Neef, A. (ed.), Participatory approaches and locd
knowledge for sustainable land use in Southeast Asia White Lotus, Bangkok

Brecht, Birte Fc. 2005: Philippinische M uslima— Frauen mit realen plurden M 6dichketen?.
In: Sidostasien.

Dahm, Bernhard 2005: Thrests to Indonesian stability in the early years of the 21% Century.
In. Waibd, Michad & Kreisd, Werner (eds.), The Pacific chalenges: Development
and trends in the 21% Century. Pazifik Forum , Vol. 10, Universitétsverlag Géttingen,
pp. 73-90.

Dahm, Bernhard 2005: Redigose Konflikte ads Folge spontaner und erzwungener
Umsiedlung in Sidostasien. In: Lenmann, Hartmut (ed.), Migration und Religon im
Zeitdter der Globdisierung. Wallensteinverlag, Géttingen, pp. 31 —48.

Dahm, Bernhard 2005: Sambutan Prof. Dr. Bernhard Dahm. In: | Ketut Ardhana, Penataan
Nusa Tenggara Pada M asa Kolonial 1915-1950 (Nusa Tenggara nach der Einrichtung
der Kolonidherrschaft 1915-19560). Pt Rgagrafindo Persada, Jakarta, pp. V —IX.

Djedje, Ruth Sharifa & Korff, Riidiger 2005: Opium: A triumph of sortsin Thailand. In:
Development and Cooperation, 07/2005.

Hellmann- Rajanayagam, Dagmar 2005: And heroes die Poetry of the Tamil Liberaion
M ovement in Northen Si Lanka In: South Asia, new series, Vol. XXVIII, no.1
(April 2005), pp. 112-153.

Hellmann- Rajanayagam, Dagmar 2005: Die Lebendigen und die Toten: Die weinende
Witwe. In. Mak Thompson & Claudia Derichs (eds.), Frauen an der M acht:
Dynastien und politische Fuahrerinnen in Asien. Passauer Beitrage zur
Sidostasienkunde Bd. 10, Passau, pp. 27-56.

Hellmann- Rajanayagam, Dagmar 2005: Dann sind wir Helden? In: M ark Thompson &
Claudia Derichs (eds.), Frauen an der M acht: Dy nastien und politische Fihrerinnen in
Asien. Passauer Beitrége zur Sidostasienkunde Bd. 10, Passau, pp 225-240.

22



Hellmann- Rajanayagam, Dagmar 2005: Entry: Tamils. In: Carl Skutsch (ed.),
Ency clopedia of the World's M inorities. Routledge, New York.

Hellmann- Rajanayagam, Dagmar 2005: Nach dem Tsunami. Bericht Uber Erfahrungen in
Si Lankaund Sudindien. In: Internationaes Asienforum, Vol. 36, No. 1-2, pp. 25-48.

Korff, Riidiger 2005: Entwicklung ein M issverstandnis? In: Peripherie 100, pp. 500-508.

Korff, Riidiger & Schrader, Heiko 2005: Does the end of development revitdise history?
In. Ananta Kumar Giri, Oscar Sdemink, Anton van Harskamp (eds.), The
development of religon / Therdigon of development. Eburon, Ddft, pp. 9-18.

Korff, Riidiger Valeska, P. Korff, Peerapong Manakit, 2006: Patronage, activists and
repression: a comparison of minority conflicts in Northern and Southern Thailand. In:
European Journd for East Asian Studies, Vol.: 4:1. (in print)

Schlottmann, Dirk, 2006: Harmonie und Reziprozité - Totenrituae im koreanischen
Schamanismus. In: Kromer, Rupert (ed.), Ort der Stille - 200 Jahre M ainzer Aureus.
Vitruv, Mainz (in print).

Schroter, Susanne, 2005: Geschlechterforschung in der Ethnologe. Zwischen Exotisierung
und Homogenisierung. In: Bufmann, Hadumod & Hof, Renae (eds.), Genus.
Geschlechterforschung in den Kulturwissenschaften. Kroner, Stuttgart, pp. 80-116.

Schroter, Susanne 2005: Red cocks and black hen. Gendered sy mbolism and socid practice
in the Ngada highlands. In: Bijdragen tot de Tad-, Land- en Volkenkunde 161 (2/3),
pp. 318-349.

Schroter, Susanne 2005: Islamischer Feminismus. In: M tinchner Uni M agazin. Zetschrift
der Ludwig-M aximilians-Université M tnchen 4, pp. 24-25.

Schroter, Susanne 2006: Parenté, herméneutique et notions des genre. Les facettes du
poivoir sexué chez les Ngada d'Indonésie orientde. In: Mathieu, Claude-Nicole
(eds.), The notion of person —woman and man — in matrilineal and uxori-matrilinea
societies. Paris (in print)

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS / WORKING PAPERS:

Arnez, Monika 2005: Young, sexy, femae: the popularity of sastra wangi, presented at the

conference “ Turbulence and continuity in Southeast Asia(ASEASUK 05), University
of Exeter.

Arnez, Monika 2005: Provocative women's literature. The case of sastra wangi, a the
symposium “ Gender and Islam in Southeast Asia’, University of Passau.

23



Astuti, Sisilia 2005: Islam, popular culture and the female body in Indonesia. The debate on
Inul Daratista, presented a the symposium “Gender and Islam in Southeast Asid’,
University of Passau.

Bechstedt, H.-D. & Legsomboon, W. 2005: Ethnic minorities and cross-border migration,
gender and human rights: Case studies from Northern Thailand. Paper presented to the
international conference on ‘Transborder Issues in the Greater M ekong Sub-regon’,
M ekong Sub-regon Socid Research Centre (M SSRC) and Faculty of Liberd Arts,
Ubon Ratchathani University, Ubon, June 30 — July 2, 2005.

Bechstedt, H.-D. & Legsomboon, W. 2005: Gender,ethnic minorities and loca politica
participation — Case studies from Pang M a Pha District, M ae Hong Son Province,
Thalland. Paper presented to thelV. MM SEA Conference (Sustainable Use of Natura
Resources & Poverty Didogue in Manland Montane Southeast Asia), Sa Pa,
Vietnam, M ay 2005.

Bechstedt, H.-D. & Legsomboon, W. 2005: Globdisation, regonaism and gender inequity:
Case studies on politica participation, tourism, and migration/employment from
Northern Thailand. Paper presented to the Internationa Conference on ‘Gender and
Southeast Asia, M arch 19-20, Bangkok (CD-ROM).

Brecht, Birte 2005: Feminism in M uslim organizations in the southern Philippines Dahm,
Bernhard 2005, presented a the symposium “ Gender and Islam in Southeast Asid’,
University of Passall.

Hellmann-Rajanayagam, Dagmar 2005: Friede, Flut und Ferienzid. In: Dagmar Hellmann-
Raanayagam, Judith Welkmann (ed.), Focus Asien, Schriftenrethe des Asienhauses
Essen, Nr. 20, Essen

Hellmann-Rajanayagam, Dagmar 2005: Impressions from the Devastation. In: Hima
Southasian, Sept.-Oct. 2005, pp. 94-96.

Hellmann-Rajanayagam, Dagmar 2005: Si Lanka in transition. Konferenzbericht, In:
Dagmar Hellmann-Raanay agam, Judith Welkmann (ed.), Focus Asien, Schriftenreihe
des Asienhauses Essen, pp. 212-215.

Korff, Riidiger 2005: Vulnerability or resilience? Development in a network perspective,
keynote to the plenary session on “Vulnerability, socid networks and gender issues”
a the Tropentag 2005, University of Hohenheim.

Rahman, Mohammad Ataur 2005: Socio-economic impact of rice-cum-fish culture in
Bangadesh, poster presentation a the Tropentag 2005, University of Hohenheim.

Schlottmann, Dirk 2005: M u-koreanischer Schamanismus, presented at the exhibition ,, Art
n” Act*, Manz.

Schroter, Susanne 2005: Aischas Verméchtnis. M uslimische Frauen erobern die M acht,
presented a the symposium ,Frauen, Macht und Charisma. Beispide aus Asien”,
University of Erlangen.

24



Schroter, Susanne 2005: Frauen und Islam in Sidostasien, presented a the Passau Gender
Lecture Series, University of Passau.

Schroter, Susanne 2005: Islamische Identitésdiskurse zwischen Huntington und
postkoloniaer Kritik, presented a the conference ,, Paradigmen kollektiver Identité&t”,
University of Passau.

S chroter, Susanne 2005: Gender and Islam in Southeast Asia, presented a the symposium
“Gender and Islam in Southesst Asid’, University of Passau.

Schroter, Susanne 2005: Transformation verwandtschaftlicher Netzwerke in Indonesien,
presentation at the spring conference of the society for ,,Socid Anthropology and
Sociology of Development” a Bayreuth/T hurnau.

S chroter, Susanne 2005: Islamischer Feminismus Ansétze und Perspektiven, presented athe
University of M unich.

Schroter, Susanne 2005: Welblichketsvorstelungen in interkultureler Perspektive,
presented a the 6th International Congress for Sy stem Constellations, Cologne.

25



