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.  INTRODUCTION (Hans-Bernd Zéliner)

Heralding another Book Club

The “World of Capitalists” (Burmese: was the first book published by Tun Aye’s

Myanmar Publishing HouSeafter being split off from the Nagani Book Clubcddrding to the
“Catalogue of Books”, which was kept by the Britiadministration, it was published in June
19392 The publisher was referred to as “Ko Tun E, BurBublishing House, Phayre Stréet
Rangoon”, and the printing house was the Burma@amPress, a company which printed the first
Nagani books before the publishing house estaldisteeown printing shop, Nagani Press. The
book comprised of 269 pagé8;000 copies were printed, and a copy of the boollavbe sold for
eight Annas.

In many ways the book alluded to the differenceharacter of the new publishing house. First, it
was sold at a lower price than Nagani bodEecond, the cover displayed a torch, which was
placed on a red background and lifted by the strang of a universal workér.This logo
represented a modern international symbol instéddagani’s dragon, which, in turn, represented
Burmese traditions. In addition, the lettering loé author's name, Ba Hein, at the lower right edge
of the cover, became a distinctive motif for furtpeblications. Most importantly, it was the author

himself who personified the dawn of a new era farrBa in a comprehensive way.

To demonstrate Ba Hein’s significance, a closek labthe events which happened in Burma prior

the book’s publication, and the author’s involvemiarthese events, may be helpful.

! The name of the house can also be translated garfivar Distribution Agency”. In some cases, theirrss of
publishing and distributing books was carried owt different agencies, sometimes they were doneheysame
enterprise. The printing was the third part ofwiele process (see footnote 5).

2 According to the last page of the book, it wassfied on May 29, 1939.

%n the book, the Burmese name of the street (Pamgaas well as the house numbers 257-261 were gBierrthur
Phayre (1812-1885) was in Burma since 1834, andfingtsChief Commissioner of British Burma from IB67. In
1883, he published the first history of Burma bagedurmese sources. “Pansodan” denoted the siseeiplace were
clothes were dyed.

“Two more pages were added. On the first one, théigher thanked U Ba Tu, the manager of the printiouse, and
all the others who collectively helped to produlce book. The second page advertised the next b&oklénation of
Europe”), which was published by Myanmar Publishitause.

®> One rupee consisted of 16 Annas.

®By comparison, a Nagani book on Abraham Lincolnthwiewerpages, published in April 1939, was sold for ten
Annas.

" See page 10.
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Ba Hein and the Alliance of Students, Thakins and \&rkers

Ba Hein enrolled at Rangoon University in summeB89He immediately joined the Students'
Union after he had already been actively involvethe 1936 students’ strike at his previous school
in Mandalay* He worked together with Aung San who, at the timvas President of both, the
University of Rangoon and the All Burma Studentsidg. Student politics focused on negotiations
with the government headed by Dr. Ba Maw, leadeheffirst Burmese government after the new
constitution of 1935, about an amendment to thegBam University Act as a consequence of the
strike of 1936. These negotiations, however, weershadowed by a strike by oil-field workers in
Upper Burma, which had started in January, 1938 whitth was heavily influenced by the
activities of the locaDobamabranch as well as the headquarters of the org@omsat Rangoon.
The students finally rejected the results of thalks with the governmenhsince they wanted to

show their solidarity with the workers' demandspamother political issues.

Partly as a consequence of the students’ generalvement in the country’s politics, Aung San
resigned form his post on October 1, 1938. Togettién Nu and other students he became a
member of thddobama Asiayonewhich stood under the patronage of Thakin Kodawiné alias
Saya Lur® From now on, they named themseliiémkinAung San andhakinNu.* On December

3, Ba Hein was elected President as Aung San’sessoc for both student unions. He became
immediately involved in the march of workers fronppé¢r Burma to Rangoon, which had been
stopped in Magwe by order of the District Commiagioon December 5. The leaders of the march
were arrested TheDobama Asiayonehaving incited the strike, asked the studentsémport. The
students’ organisation decided to send Ba Heinstndent union’s secretary Ba Siwe Magwe.
Together with Thakin Soe and Thakin Htein Wiwho went to Magwe by a different route, they

were thought to help the marchers reach Rangoaer Afrival in Magwe, Ba Hein presented an

! For some more information on the strike see théaéoming Volume 4 of this series.

%For a detailed account of the events see Maung i1&41880),From Sangha to Leity. Nationalist Movements of Burm
1920-1940New Delhi, Manohar: pp.151-158. Disputes like thige, between the British controlled government and
nationalistic groups, usually took place on twoelsy a factual and a principal one.

® For details see Volume 2 of this series.

*On the title ofthakin (English: lord, master) and tiizobamamovement until 1938 see Khin Yi (1988he Dobama
Movement in Burma 1930-193&aca, Cornell University.

® The march started on November, 30. Its main g@a t raise public awareness and support for theadds of the
workers. For details see Maung Maung 1980: 159-163.

®Ba Swe later became a leader of the Burmese ssigity and the Anti-Fascist Peoples' Freedom leggFPFL),
served as minister under the premiership of Nu,rapthced him in 1956 when Nu chose to step dowsdme time in
order to reorganise the AFPFL. The rivalry betwhen and Kyaw Nyein on one side and Nu, and othaddes of the
organisation on the other contributed to the giflthe AFPFL in 1958.

" Both of them were instrumental in founding theghliai Book Club.
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emotional speech to the workers, which caused alddwreakthrough. Ba Hein and Ba Swe were
arrested and these news were widely published mg&a. The goal of raising public awareness
concerning the march was fully achieved now. Thekexs continued their march despite the threat
of being shot at by the police, who had receivateoto prevent the students from marching. After
the strikers reached Rangoon, in early Januarythangtudent strike in support of their plight, and
in support of the Burmese peasants, who had alsch@@ towards the capital, spread through

Burma.

Ba Hein and Ba Swe were released on February Z88. 1Shortly afterwards Nagani published a
pamphlet of 55 pages, entitled “Students’ Rebélliavhich was written by Ba Hein. According to
the “Catalogue of Books”, 50,000 copies were pdraed the booklet was sold for three Anhas.
This publication was a clear sign that Ba Hein ddug regarded as a national hero. His person not
only combined commitment to the cause of the undelgged, but also literary ability, and
personal charisma. A book written by him on captal was not regarded as just an academic
exercise by a young student, but as a result ofopat experience and commitment. Both

dimensions, the personal and the factual, wereesspd in the book’s two forewords.
The Godfathers

Two different forewords preceded Ba Hein's chanasé¢ion of capitalism. The forewords were
written by the future leaders of the two Burmesen@unist Parties, Than Tun (1911-1968) and
Soe (1906-1989). Than Tun contributed a persomalword, whereas Soe introduced the topic of
Ba Hein's boolk Both men were some years older and more expedethesm Ba Hein. Both were
founding members of Nagdrand had joined thBobama Asiayonef which Ba Hein was not yet a
member. It was Thakin Kodaw Hmine (Saya Lun) whd peomoted the joining of the younger
activists. Their accession to the organisatiorhfrrincreased already existing tensions between the
older and more nationalist-minded leaders, andythenger “internationalists” such as Aung San,
Than Tun and Soe. The circulation of “leftist” fis¢ure by Nagani had contributed to the conflict,

which finally caused the split of the associatiorOctober 1938.

The book is No.18 in Kyaw Hoe’s bibliography. A gopf the original pamphlet has not yet been obthinet a typed
transcript exists and can be ordered from the edito

*The word that heads Soe’s contribution, is the usual terndenote the introduction or foreword to a book,
whereas carries the connotation of a personal messagerdiatonship of both terms can best be comparedeto
word pair “digital” and “analog” as elaborated imnemunications theory.

% See the leaflet reproduced in Vol. 1 of this serie

* For details see Maung Maung 1980: 145-151 and Xhit988: 84-94.
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It was another mixture of personal disagreementi@@ological differences, which caused Tun Aye
to leave Nagani, which was dominated by Nu andrieads. We learn from Than Tun’s foreword
that he too turned away from Nagani, only one moatier the publication of Soe’s book

“Socialism” ( ), which came out in June 193&he publication of Ba Hein’s book in

Tun Aye’s new publishing house, supported by twarlieg promoters of socialist and communist
ideas, can thus be considered an intentional aredutly designed step to announce publicly a new
era of pure socialist theory and practice in Buriitean Tun’s foreword provided a detailed insight
into how cautiously and conscientiously this veatwas reflected both with regard to the persons
and the topic involved. This document may help ificemtly to conceptualize the many attempts to

start something “new” in Burma’s history in a dréatiated manner.
The Message and its Multi-Layered Background

According to Thakin Hla Kun’s memoriésBa Hein's book strongly influenced him in becoming
Communist. These memories signify the intentionTah Aye and his friends to disseminate a
“purer” version of the message to achieve indepecelehan propagated by Nagani and other
publishing houses. Together with Than Tun’s andsStmeewords, Thakin Hla Kun’s recollection
also shows that the new message consisted of aigation of “right thought” adopted from a
Western socialiét “right speech” as demonstrated through Ba Heibitity to write in a persuasive
manner, “right action” as shown by the author’sfles$ deeds, and “right efforts” of the new

publishing enterprise to make this and future baadeessible to the public.

These characteristics are borrowed from the “Ndhightfold Path” propagated by Buddha. The
new book club consequently could be interpretedraattempt to publicize a new seculiamma
not (yet) stained by the many aberrations and abtist Buddha’s teaching had suffered in the
course of history in Burma and elsewhere. Additilpnahat idea of a “pure doctrine”, essential in

the theory and practice of Buddhism, may have gh#peunderstanding of the new gospel.

Of course, these and other deliberations need tdimrated and critically discussed. This volume
— as with the rest of this series —is-ar@ant to stimulate contributions of that kind.

! For Soe’s book, see Vol. 10 of this series.

2 See Vol. 1 of this series.

®Rajini Palme Dutt was the son of an Indian fathet a Swedish mother who studied at Oxford. In 19#0published
a book his fatherlandr{dia Today. See below under section 7 of this Volume.
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About this Volume

The various assessments of Ba Hein's book are mtextan a chronological order after three
reproductions, which give an idea of how the messafj this book and its successor were
transmitted visually. The first assessmergsrhan Tun’s foreword followed by Soe’s more tadt

introduction.

Next comes a short appreciation from Tin Htway'ssig, submitted in 1969, on the emergence of
Burmese political writing, and Kyaw Hoe’s summanyjtten in 1974, in his Nagani bibliography.

Two book reports written in 2005 and commentarieshem conclude, though not completely, this
series of appraisals. Finally, some informationul®ajini Palme Dutt, the author of the book that

was used by Ba Hein, is presented.

As an appendix, some information is provided reg@rdoooklet on capitalism, published by
Nagani about two months before Ba Hein’'s book anittem by another student leader. Hla Shwe
was a medical studéntind Ba Hein's deputy as leader of the studentsorurn late 1938.
Consequently, he was in charge after Ba Hein'ssaiire Magwe? As indicated by the epithet
arnashin(“dictator”) often used to characterise him, hef@ened his task in a rather powerful and
resolute manner. Like Ba Hein, his prominence tkest@ his movement in the students’

involvement in the events of 1938.

This Working Paper may be helptial provide some more insight into the assessmecatalism
by the young Burmese revolutionaries.

Hans-Bernd Zdllner

July 2009 (last update)

! Later, he wrote a book on the sexual life of neatriouples (Nagani book no. 39).
2 0n his role in the events see Khin Yi 1988: 24-31.
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Title page
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Back page,
introducing the next book, which is
entitled “Europe”.

11



Ba Hein,The World of CapitalistandHla Shwe Capitalism

[llustration before the forewords.
Translation:
The World of Capitalists .... just...... like this.
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. FOREWORD and INTRODUCTION

1. Than Tun, Foreword

Translation: Thakin Hla Kun

It is several days now since this preface was veataebe written. When somebody wanted me to
do a certain job, the first question that comekriock my brain is if | want to dot that job or not.
The job that | do not want to do tend to be fintsle no time. The job that is wanted to be done
with real goodwill tend to be delayed postponing,ddter day.

As a matter of fact, this is not due to lazinessthe pressure of work. The earnest benevolence
of the wish to make that job as best as possibkemee at a loss for choosing where and how to
start.

On the day Ko Ba Hein told me to write the prefarehis book | collected an exercise book and
made a careful preparation. His text file | setobefme. Every time | tried to edit it, | saw the bi
heading "The Six Thousand Year Journey". | feidim my chest.

| felt confusion in my head and at a loss for thusgas to how | must edit it and how | must
write a preface for the book that began with the tisousand year journey”.

He asked me for it every time he met me and | loatkit him often the date to give it to him.
The publishers also came to ask me make hurry. &bl&n seemed to have become disheartened.
He did not appear any more.

One night Ko Ba Hein came to me with Ko Hla (thegadent of the student union at Thanlyin).
We went to China Town for a bite of ‘Khaukswe’ (ib&s). On return, at my door, | asked him,
‘what kind of preface do you want? is it about ywuabout the book?' He replied "It's about the
book | want. If you don't want to write, leave iHe said with a wheedling tone.

| remarked "you are like a naughty child". Therbloded.

| have five or six young men of my age who aregame naughty, although | am still just past
20 years. | am fond of them, have personal attaohriidis personal attachment is a kind of heresy.
It is not the objectivity practiced by Thakins.rastill immature man nor a mature Thakin yet. So |
cannot see objectively. So Ko Ba Hein is one pesoang some | have personal attachment.

When Ko Ba Hein has said with a sulking mien, Ildowot refuse, or postpone. So, | decided to

13
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write with a mind to work on it as best as | could.

The information that Ko Ba Hein and Co. are writihgoks came to us before the HQ of
Dobama Asiayone moved to the Shwedagon platfofelt glad for them with the thought that it is
quite good to use the free hours there readingaaiiohg. | searched for the books they needed and
duly sent to them.

| heard Thakin Soe also is working on a book. He taw joined hands with Ko Ba Hein. The
writing of B.H now is sure to have ‘an air of boshkness'.

These are my opinions before | have seen the book.

When Thakin Soe came out from the prison, he brotwgh files. One is his book and the other is
Ko Ba Hein's.

The handwritings are almost identical. The bindiagd packings are also the same. Yes, what |
thought is correct.

The things that came to my eyes as soon as | tuheedages were the footnotes and the fill-in
words or phrases that were wedged into narrow ameisthe tiny words for those missed out.

The third significance is the newly-coined strafygmese words. When Thakin Soe wrote the
book on Socialism, he made all English terms joinath Pali words and invented strange
terminology. As for Ko Ba Hein, he accepted thoswds and then added his own new coinage.
May be, this seems to be the result of the faitBagialist concept which holds that man developed
step by step in the manner of coming up the spteafs!

The fourth significant thing is the way the bookswaritten and the way chapters were decided.
These followed the sample of what the top commueé&lers of England made.

Especially, Ko Ba Hein's book is quite like the h@mtitled "Fascism and Social Revolution” by
R.P.Dutt.

Ko Ba Hein's book cannot be said to be a transiatfathat book, which was written five years
ago. During these long years, the world situatias bhanged quite much. At the time when that
book was written, communists had been sticking taghe concept of strongly suppressing other
political camps. Social-Democracy was the biggastey for the communists at that time.

Social-Democratism held the theory that politicalyer must be gained gradually while serving
the interests of the poor as much as possible. Gonsts do not agree to that theory. They were

1 On Thakin Hla Kun see Vol. 1 of this series.

14
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putting out the call to start rebellion (time is igy that) because the world has sunk deeper and
deeper into poverty. Communists then believed iexdneme act to press down Social Democracy
alleging the latter as soft and slow and becaugkatfworkers' victory for winning power has been
delayed. At that time Communists even encouragedisia. Their reasoning was workers would
not be able to stand the harsh oppression by Fasglgch is a sure thing. As a r result workers w
ill rise up with arms against Fascism. Just forugck) insurrection to develop, Communists gave
encouragement to Fascism.

But they were mistaken. After Hitlerite Fascismrgal power in 1934 in Germany, workers and
poor people were subjected to strong suppressitim a/ms. This extreme action destroyed the
strength of the workers and the rising momentumewdlution declined.

In 1935 the seventh congress of the CommunistiatEmal was held. That congress analyzed
the developing world situation and the strengtf€Cofmmunist Parties in various countries. On the
basis of that analysis that congress adopted éutesoto the effect that communists are to become
united with all political forces which stand fore&dom, civilization, progress and peace, to fight
Fascism and war.

The book (by R.P. Dutt) which was written at thedithe policy followed by the Communist
Parties all over the world has not been changetitonger compatible with the world that has
already changed. Although the facts contained am Itlook might be good to be used, it is not good
to accept all the conclusions made therein. No gaiehntage can be seen from translating that
kind of book.

However, Ko Ba Hein has used many of the facts ftbat book as they are very useful. He

chose those facts where they are needed and wsatedk to agree with the changing times.

To look at the "Six Thousand year long journey"hmhe human eyes is quite long. But when
looked at that journey with the eyes of intellemtthe historical eyes, that journey is quite shibrt
can be thought as just a little more than nothing.

That journey can be seen as man's movement upwagl Spiral stairway to the present-day
stage of progress and civilization: from the daf®arly man who climb trees and live in dens,
battling with beasts of prey or (to use the modeond, the age of living underground and flying up
the sky): from the era of plenty when man fed froatural growth of edible corn and fruits: from
the slave age when priests, brahmins and royalsndaen from feudalism where landlords and

aristocrats were in dominance: from the age oftaipm when capital reigns to exploit the poor

15



Ba Hein,The World of CapitalistandHla Shwe Capitalism

people for profit. In this way we can find the upa@atages of man's development.
Those who wish to understand Socialism and those wikh to study the present - day world,

must try to know first the early man's progresdaithe present stage.

History's forward march does not stop with thispi@dism extends its influence within the bounds
of a country at first. For its greed for profit éxpands its influence to other countries. Thus
Capitalism develops into Imperialism because ofjitsed for profit.

In this process Capitalism does not remain conéeen after it had already cut up the world
between rivals into areas of its exploitation. $durned against one another developing into
imperialist wars for redistribution of territoriéder exploitation. The 1914-18 World War was the
first volume of the series of imperialist wars.

At the end of that war the whole world lost itsddte Then mobilization of strength for another
bout was made. Show of strength through whackirtg wipen palm on the arm, kicking with legs,
and striking with palm was the sign. But there wasactual entanglement yet. Only the rivals had
suffered small physical pain at this stage.

Afterwards, the actual imperialist war started witie threats made by Hitler, Mussolini and
others, by Japan's invasion against China, bytdien aggression against Abyssinia and Albania
leading to their occupation and the overthrow @& fopular Spanish Republican Government by
the Francoite fascist rebel forces.

However, this war at that stage had not grown glelsal conflagration as yet, which awaited a

little measure of time.

The reasons underlying the growth of imperialisnt olicapitalism and the growth of fascism
within the bounds of imperialism are not the poarality of those people called capitalists. They
represent the outcome of the historical processgshave undergone natural change.

The significant feature of capitalism is: colleetiwork coupled with division of labour in the
production of commodities. Capitalist age at itdyestage encouraged research and that had greatly
increased the productivity of the means of produrcéind of labour.

England saw the twenty-seven times increase ofyatodty some one hundred years ago over
that of one hundred and seventy years ago. Asoftayt the increase registered a further hundred
times than that of the past hundred years. If reedloon a global scale the increase is some six

hundred times more than it was one hundred yeass ago.

16



Ba Hein,The World of CapitalistandHla Shwe Capitalism

This kind of increase in productivity of labour aofdmeans of production should give wealth to
mankind. But the means of production belong to aamty of men and the profits from such a
production were enjoyed by that minority.

Therefore, productivity of means of production ahe prevailing system of ownership and

profit distribution has come into conflict with daother.

The whole system is based on the desire for pr6fit. there developed a restriction over the
productivity of means of production. Redundancyvofk force came to pass. Unemployed number
increased. Wages were cut. Research work suffeved dontrols.

In earlier times Parliamentary Democracy was beisgd by Capitalism pretending that it had
good intentions for the poor. Now, that pretensimss been thrown over-board. No more
ostentation! It had lost its temper. So, no more fos Parliamentary Democracy. Open suppression
was order of the day! Dictatorship was createdalfdrwith that, promulgations were made to
force use of goods produced in own country by deimespitalist industries, exhorting patriotism.
The original motto of capitalism "free trade" haseh rejected, Monopoly reigned supreme.

The problems that arose from greed no longer caobed in an ordinary way. Only war can settle
them.

Fascism arrived in Italy and Germany in this manriRoosevelt's economic New Deal in
America was, in the last analysis, a tendency sditan.

Therefore, there remain only two paths for the nirashko follow.

One path is the path to fascism, the system ofggbackward in time by using suppression of
progress, restriction of productive capacity of mseaf production, destruction of man and
property, restriction of world trade and exchangm on research and at last, war waged between
nations.

Another path leads to communism which has the aimagsing the means of production to
benefit the whole mankind by using all propertiedohging to man-kind to be enjoyed by all
people, of rooting out the entire condition of payeand diseases, to let research work and
educational activities advance without any kindngpediments and to bring full benefits to human
life.

Which path will the mankind take?

The world has come to resemble a sick man on dszdh-
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Time is at hand to wage social revolution. Makeeslyepreparations for the revolution!
These are the summary of the book Ba Hein hasenritt
It is the task of those readers who have read amtiesl this book to work for the best benefit of

Burma using the most suitable forms.

For the writer of a book, only a pen and an ink @@ needed to make that book. Generally such a
writer is not one who practically work for the caudf what he wrote. He just incites other utopians.
Ko Ba Hein is not such a writer. Those who makeat@evolution in the world of present time are:
(a) Russian Communist Republic, (b) workers indapitalist countries and (c) poor people living
in the subject countries under imperialist captatountries. Those who are engaged in social
revolution in Burma which is a subject country amerkers, peasants and students. The man who is
working for the cause of the students must be demnsd a participant in the world revolution.
There is no more need to accuse that such a peysore who just only write but not work for the

cause.

The name Ko Ba Hein is very widely known. | heanatthe came to Yangon when the first
Students' Congress was held. | have not seen hthagitime as | was in Pegu. When the second
students' congress was held in Mandalay | met Th&kn Shwe [Editor of the "Our Upper Arm", a
newspaper published in Sittwe, the capital of Arakate] before 1 set out for Mandalay. When
he came back from there, he remarked "Those whearging the students' congress are really
young boys. There is no one to help them. The toyiBin is also quite a young man".

When | get to Mandalay, | found the Chairman of Reception Committee - a short and
diminutive young man. In the three days or so imifday | did not mix with him much.

He requested for an article to be published infitst issue of "Young Pioneers Magazine"

(Myonyunt Magazine) from me. | complied. But | ktilore a grave face.

In 1937, Ba Hein took the rostrum to speak a bbatNational Day in the Sule Pagoda Garden
[Now Maha Bandoola Garden: Translator] at the aeliétn of that day. He spoke on behalf of
students. After that speech, people began to gimetlie appellation of 'socialist'. He became quite

close with me. He used to accept my advice genetadlso value his advice. He has absolute trust

2Thakin San Shwe was father of Dr. Thein, formetevadf Martin Blécher, Hamburg. Thakin San Shwe died
Germany while on a visit to his daughter aroundéLgThakin Hla Kun]
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in me and | also trust him.

Actually this seems to be a fanatical personathtteent. In this world of swift changes it is not
good to hold absolute trust in anybody. This igeelear when | wrote an article in the third issue
of the above-mentioned magazine blaming a task ltlaelyalready decided to undertake. For Ko Ba
Hein it was not a matter to blame me back becatipersonal attachment, whether | hold a correct
view or a wrong one.

When the students called off their strike (in eat§39) there have been several kinds of
criticism in the country against their step. Outdma Asiayone, however, did quite much to dispel
public low opinion against the students and to pout the students' correct role in the struggte fo
the country's freedom struggle. Because of suctecbapproach of ours the disenchantment with
or grudge towards the students lessened gradually.

Every time the Thakin's (Dobama Asiayone's) comiegs or congresses were held | made a
point of inviting Ko Ba Hein to attend those. Heultb not make it to Tharrawaddy District
Congress. To that of Mawlamyine also he could mwhe&. But hewas present at the congress in
Myaungmya. But he could not attend the Henzadaressglespite my invitation.

However, | learned that he got the blame for aiten@ series of Thakin conferences without
addressing himself to the student matters. As aemaft fact he did not fail the student affairs

although the blame had come.

| admit that | worked for close relation betweenaKins and Ko Ba Hein. And the Thakins had
quite a good liking for him as they believe in Biacerity and industriousness. Especially Thakin
Thein Maung, Thakin San Tun Hla and Thakin Ba Yegwre fond of him.

In building friendship with the Thakins | do notveathe intention to convert Ko Ba Hein. As the
Thakins are working closely with majority of thegudation, | wish Ko Ba Hein also become close
with that majority. Through that closeness, | weshdents also become close likewise.

As a matter of fact, | do not wish Ko Ba Hein tacbme a Thakin as yet. At one time, he asked
me if he should leave school. | replied it was gadd to do so. He retorted then do | hold so much
low opinion of him?

Actually, low opinion does not concern here. Toab€&hakin is not an easy thing. It is one you
lose your whole life.

Thakins work harder than others. Have to sacrificge. Whether others work or not, he has the

responsibility to work. He must have utmost pateenide is in contact with diverse people and
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diverse minds, Thakins who want to lead the masEpsople must assess the spirit of the majority
and work on the basis of that assessment.

Being faced with every kind of impediments and idifities like one besieged by enemy, a
Thakin must be more aggressive and also must hawéca louder than others. He needs these at
least. No surrender anywhere and no giving in.

A Thakin cannot have enjoyment together with ofeople. He cannot have slept while other
people have slept. He cannot take food while othene enjoying their meals. He must possess
every kind of perseverance in work.

He must have the ability to bear the Press vitumera and attacks by opposition as well as their
pressing down. He also must make his own countackd. When a Thakin has become seasoned
he became recalcitrant.

He has to do things he does not agree with. Hedhasdertake jobs he likes also only when luck
comes in his way. He must live with person he dusshave any fondness. He might not have the
chance to live with someone he likes. There is@rggnal sentiment among the Thakins. They have
one they know well as a person and he is Thakinaodmaing.

One Thakin who became known as a respected peesemtly is Thakin Mya, a member of
parliament elected from Tharrawaddy South constitye For others, the country knows only as
Thakins, members of a body, not specifically whwie.

In sum, if one joins the Asiayone (Organizationgividuality became submerged. The spirit of |
or me must disappear. No good to have fame. No ¢go@att without regard to opinion of others.
To say the conclusion, becoming Thakin Mya amotmtsess of enjoyment of normal privileges of

life, it looked at with ordinary eyes.

| have no wish as yet for Ko Ba Hein to engageuchspolities, so rough and so withered as this,
which would force him lose the normal human lif@'wileges, although that will provide him with
a loud voice and big appellation. He is still yduthn looks, physique and age!

Ko Ba Hein said he would u se the title Thakin befbis name in writing this book. | do not
know if he does so or not.

But for me, | cannot recognize him as a Thakin iet.is like a child who has grown before my
eyes. | do not recognize everybody even thoughr lsh® has taken the title 'Thakin'. Only when he
or she meets the qualities | have earlier mentipwdtlearn my recognition as a 'Thakin'.
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When | wrote the preface for Thakin Soe's book {@8mn" some points therein did harm upon Ko
Tun Aye (who was the Nagani's original publishéfter that book came out he parted ways from
Nagani due to reasons apart from that harm. Thar af month or so, I, too, came away from
Nagani.

In the meantime | lived with Thakin Soe. At the ¢éinvhen this book (Ba Hein's book) was being
written we four persons — Thakin Soe, Ko Ba Hein, Kun Aye and myself have come together
again.

When the book came out | had to separate from &oarfavoidable reasons. And | heard that
Ko Ba Hein is going to make a new life also. | démow what change will come to Ko Tun Aye's
life.

And | also don't know if | write a preface, misiane accompanies. To write a preface is a thing
hanging heavy on my mind. | pray that no misfortalescend upon the head of Ko Tun Aye, the
publisher. Let it come to whomever else and in what form, but not to him.

Ko Ba Hein once said to one person: "Before | werprison | was under his sway. | was in away
his hand and his feet. But when | came out fromaguril became free from his influence now". This
remark referred to me.

However, | did not notice if | influenced him patially or intellectually or spiritually. Whatever
it is. | came to take note that Ko Ba Hein has gr@afree mind.

When he wanted me to edit his book | did not wardd. If | edit, | think | would re-write all or
1 would dip the whole thing in a red-ink pot. Mag it is one kind of wanting to forcefully
influence on other person.

Respecting Ko Ba Hein's spirit, | do not corred igieas or the words he used. Only | did advise
to make appropriate correction where such actiorecgssary in a large measure.

It is not important whether Ko Ba Hein has turngaiast my influence or not and whether he
has become free or not.

| shall always feel highly pleased that a naughtijdchas come of age by writing this book

freely and on his own.

Thakin Than Tun

Dated: the third of the waning moon of the montliKagon, the year 1301 BE. (Friday, 5th of May,
1939 AD)
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Translator's Remarks on the Preface

The Preface to Ko Ba Hein's book "The World of @a@m"”, written by Thakin Than Tunis ar
fine piece of work that gives you an insight ink@ tmutual relations that existed between Tk
Than Ttun, Ba Hein, U Tun Aye and Soe. It also f30n the thoughts for dissemination
Socialist ideology during the late thirties. AlSthakin Than Tun presented a vivid portrayal of
Thakins and their exemplary conduct as staunchreyideous fighters fothe freedom of the
country. Thakin Than Tun's writing in the Prefadsoaclearly opened his mind replete v
warmth, comradeship and compassion with regardl&tion with BH.
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2. Soe, Introduction

(Translation: Tin Hlaing)

Except for Soviet Russia, which constitutes abowg sixth of the world’s area, the dominant
economic system of the countries is capitalismsdme countries, people have given different
names for their systems, but basically they arediftgrent from capitalism. Fascism, colonialism,
capitalist-dominated colonialism, bank-capitalistt. édave been used depending on time and place,
but they are essentially capitalist in nature.

Today’s problems effecting people in all regionyéharisen from the basic socio-economic
system, capitalism; they are directly related tdtibas brought evil consequences for 95 percent o
the global population: wretched poverty, persistimine, rising crime, short life expectancy,
illiteracy, sexual mis-behavior of more than hdietwomen, robbery and burglary, rebellions,
revolutions, and wars.

To understand the unrest and turbulent events bogum many parts of the world, good
understanding of the nature of capitalism is neargsg strongly believe that Ko Ba Hein’s work
fulfills this need.

In this book he has described the origin of casital the changes, and also logical reasoning.
The exposition is so clear that even strangersarfield can well understand the system.

| would like to make more comments on this book.

Since the age d?adethapin(variety tree, the euphemism for natural affluenga¥ gone, greed,
anger, and lawlessness have taken turns to wrenkamusociety. But they could not persist
indefinitely; they have been buried under wavesiwhan civilization. Looking back to 12.000 to
6.000 years, when civilization started, we see gghdnprovements have taken place, resulting in
the growth of civilization.

When man first appeared on earth, he had been edposhe risk of attacks by various enemies.
First he had to conquer over beasts; then the aidtunces. To match the fast speed of animals and
birds, man invented the bow and arrow. The shahtand claws of wild animals were overcome
by means of devices, and strategies, such as tvapsover man had tamed elephants, horses, bulls
and buffaloes, dogs and cats, and put them to damese. When clothing became scarce with the
disappearance of natural affluence, agriculturaiecthe solution. With diminishing soil fertility,
the methods became more refined; by means of thegp| the lower soil layer was turned up to

take the place of depleted one; also manure frooteexent of animals found use to enhance
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fertility. To cope with irregular weather, they dserigation.

For man, when he didn’t know how to make use ofirgatrivers, oceans and seas were barriers;
but when he knew it, they have become routes fey eammunication. Now he can build ships that
can travel across a vast ocean in a few days.

And man has tamed and put to use both wind andrwaist imagine the wind mill and water
turbine to see the evidence.

There is also steam power harnessed by man; thmstagine is used to move heavy objects, a
task he is not strong enough to do. Big steam esgin steam ships and locomotives have huge
horsepower.

Electricity, also a natural phenomenon, has alsnbernessed. It drives tram cars, produces
heat in stoves, turns fans, drives machines, atgltadoring about chemical changes. In addition
there is telecommunication made possible by etgstriIn case we lose the knowledge of
electricity, the world would be thrown back intorkigess, all communication would stop, and all
machinery would stand still.

Man has done more than this. Nature is secrettuggys she has hidden gold, silver and gem
stones, coal and metals inside the earth. But naandiscovered, and mined them. One can think
about how useful these materials are.

Now man has overcome time and space. In old dagantains and forests were barriers, hard to
pass through; and when he did pass through it hiiwkyears to reach large distances. Airplanes
and railways have made travel easy and fast; lestgrite travel is now possible in a short time.

“When socialism that can liberate man is estabtislyggeater improvements will come; what it
now takes twenty years to improve will be done theg,” says Karl Marx, the philosopher pioneer
of socialism.

It is a wonder that today man is using the phen@men space known as ether waves for
wireless communication; news are now flashed ardhedvorld within one second.

There is medical science to relieve pain and hisglagdes; and chemistry, physics and zoology,
the basic sciences are supporting medical scigke¢he basic sciences progress, it can be hoped
that more diseases will be wiped out or curednreti

In Russia where they are beginning to fight agaatidorms of repression, according to the chief
medical officer, the coming generation can havéeaekpectancy of 150 years.

But in spite of great achievements in many aredsy 8 it that 95 percent of the world’s

population cannot yet escape from misery?
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To answer this question, we have to point out am@aoquered force, the economic force. Look
at the situation of the world today. Although margbt to be controlling the economic force, at
present the opposite is happening; it is man wisulgected to the economic force. The people are
patiently living with an economic system that isnging them more poverty every day. In other
words, the capitalists, who form only a tiny mirigrihave taken control of economic and political
power for selfish purposes; and they have takergehaf man’s destiny.

If the people want to get out of the miseries theyin today, they have only to get rid of the bad
system that causes it. In old days when men faagdnk, it was because of their incapacity to
overcome the natural forces. Because of bad weathmys didn’t grow well; because crops didn’t
grow well people got food shortages; then famimtuted them.

Today's famines are due to the outdated and rottgitalist system; although it's time it
disappears, it still persists. It is for the woskef all nations, regardless of race, to uniteamadlish
the bad system. Today, colonialism and Fascisnewaa threatening to destroy human culture and
its development. For this reason, colonialism aadcksm must be wiped out not only to ease
people’s lives, but also to prevent the extincobthe human race.

There are only two routes for the workers, peasantsthe proletariat of the world to choose.
Will they allow colonialism and Fascism to continde dominate the world and destroy
civilization? Or will they destroy these bad sysseamd promote civilization?

The day of socialism’s victory will mark a new epothe death of the old era. This has been
declared by Karl Marx to encourage the workers @eabants.

At a time when millions of people are hard presg#ith lack of adequate clothing, food and
shelter, the capitalists are destroying large artsoohgoods; and they have done it sorely to get
gains for themselves. The imperialists quarrel ®haring of territories; they bring millions of poo
folk into war and mass slaughter. They have manéagsihess, social relations and politics in order
to reap profits from all areas; yet they take repaomsibility for education and health of the people
In other words, colonialism and human welfare anenter to each other.

Actually imperialism or colonialism is the samerasnopoly capitalism. Monopoly capitalism
not only brings poverty and hardship for workersl geasants, it also erodes the status of petty
national bourgeoisie, and also clerks and merchand&ers and lawyers, and make them worse off
day after day. As the imperialists monopolize, gtreng and everywhere, as they are motivated by
greed, the small national bourgeoisie is deniedpisortunity to do business. In Burma, we have

seen native oil well owners facing more and mofécdities because the capitalist’'s petroleum
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companies have monopolized the business, havef?t we

The Irrawaddy (Ayeyarwaddy) Flotilla Company is mipiriver transport business everywhere;
as its business thrives, the native owned small stimpanies have been destroyed. Isn't it?

The businesses of Burman (Myanmar) owned rice railid saw mills have suffered as a result
of the monopoly by the White men’s corporate bodgwn as the Bullinger pool. Haven't they?

We are witnessing the decline in the lives of derkhop owners, brokers, lawyers, as the
monopoly capitalism becomes stronger and stroMyerhave definitely seen it, haven't we?

Therefore, if the monopoly capitalism would lastdo except for those few capitalists, the vast
majority would only be reduced to extreme povermyg alay. Thus the duty has come for all people
to fight against the menacing imperialism.

Not only does capitalism destroy the good marriaayes$ families, it also produced prostitution
world-wide. Ko Ba Hein has written in coming chaptéhat the world’s total employment is about
50 million. This number does not contain the lasdlpeasants, whose number may be as high a
500 million. Thus, the total number of people behameless or in very poor economic situation,
amounts to 550 million. They cannot make decentriagegs and raise families. A similar number
of women of marriage age cannot find suitable mastnrHow can they maintain a woman'’s decency
for long when their countries are crumbling andad economic shape? They have to become the
sexual prey of capitalists and their attendants;the sake of living, the women are forced into
indecent status.

On the basis of the above reckoning, we believe deénitely there are at least 550 million
women who are professional prostitutes. As lonthagyranny of imperialism and Fascism remain
in existence, it will be impossible to wipe outditeplorable state of affairs. Thus it is the duty
only for men to fight against imperialism; womersalhave this duty. A time will come when
imperialism and Fascism are removed, root and hes)cthen will come the revival of the
institution of the noble family.

Today, it has become evident more and more evertfuaythe products of the efforts of the
masses are enjoyed by a few. In Germany with alptpo of 67 million, only about 150 people
have monopolized the country. In the British Empiuiegh population 500 million, the monopolists
who control the whole economic system are 24 chgitaankers, with Norman Montagu, a leading
figure among them.

We should look at the present condition of Burmaydlimar). None of the major industries,

metals, petroleum, timber and rice, are in the barichative Burmans who form the majority. They
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are all controlled by a handful of foreign capudi

The agricultural sector is not different either.efén are 20 million acres of farm land in the
country; but half of that is owned by only aboufB0andlords, the rest belonging to 12 million. On
average, each landlord owns about 2000 acres, velsettee average farmer has only about 0.8 acre
of his own to work. There is not the slightest ateato improve the present situation because of
colonialism. As there is the possibility that cdrahs can worsen day by day, there is the ever
growing urgency for workers and peasants to wigdaroperialism from the roots.

In just over one year previously, we have seeronatiide strikes by workers and peasants. That
was an indication that colonialism has created tegaconsequences for the native Myanmar
people; it is totally against their wishes.

Burmese workers and peasants will have to oppoperialism in three ways to begin with. The
fight can emerge only when there is the spiritrdf-aolonialism among the masses.

The first task is to propagate doctrines which dgive methods for anti-colonial struggle. The
second is to form workers’ and peasants’ orgaromatialong the principles laid down by these
doctrines. They organizations will fight for theights and grievances.

In the first task the workers and peasants willehdaw develop the intellectual and moral
strengths. The second is to put knowledge to mciThis means that in the second task the
workers and peasants have to collectively prodbe& mental and physical abilities. Only by that
effort it will be possible to remove the menacirajifical system.

When the united strength of million of workers grehsants, the poor masses, get into action, in
full ignition, it will be the time when the militgrpolice, behind their guns and bayonets, will
become scared, and will hide for safety. Remembat that will be day when colonialism
crumbles.

In the coming chapters the readers will find thatBa Hein has discussed in detail on the broad
ideas and facts, including anti-colonialism, itd e@nsequences, and why the poor masses have to
fight against it. As the struggle against colomiadiin Burma is becoming urgent, my belief is that
Ko Ba Hein's book, ‘The Capitalist Society’, wilkkla great asset for all Myanmar men and women
who want to get involved in the endeavor; it wi# nseful as a reference, a copy of which one
should keep handy.

The Burmese people have been thrown into econoaritship, becoming like fish in a drying
pond, since the colonialists have ruled the coumgeases are widespread; mortality is already too
high
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%1

; and, as the economy has declined, crime ratsirggr This has led to nation-wide unrest, and
the country is filled with smoke from the strikér economic reasons the Burmese women have
lost their feminine decency. In the face of suctioses conditions it is impossible for us to be only
depressed and stay idle. The mother of a good aentdh bear the burden of pregnancy and its
attendant discomforts before the good son is baroeur country we are going to produce a good
government, analogous to a good son; the mothertgothen has to bear the discomforts, in fact it
is already suffering. But we should understand thase are symptoms of the good time to come,
and that is definite.

In Burma, movements to challenge colonialism haaely taken place.

Lenin, the leader of the international proletarets said that in revolutionary times it takes only
one month to give the masses political educatidn¢hvin time of peace would take one year. Isn't
Ko Be Hein saying the truth when he has stated tiiiat'‘December revolution’ has politically
awakened the proletarian leaders?

Revolutions are like incandescent flames. An ineaodnt flame can temper steel; it will erode
poor stuff. Likewise, revolution trains men of cage, enhances their physical and mental qualities,
to make them leaders. Revolutions can wipe outipaliopportunists.

This is a time of nation building. In other word's itime for sacrifice. When people dug ponds
to provide clean water for future generations, thegd to sacrifice men beneath the embankment.
In the same manner the political forces of the gmefiave to make sacrifices in order that future
generations will progress. Only with the spirit sécrifice on the part of the anti-colonial
revolutionaries, each and every one of them, wilirBa rise up from the trodden status under
colonialism.

However, we have seen encouraging signs. We hawedfewumerous patriots who have
sacrificed for the sake of the revolution — U WgaBo Aung Kyaw, Bo Ba Po, the martyrs of
Mandalay have given their lives to sustain the havan.

On the other hand the colonialists have resortedrios and aggression, and unfair means to

crush the revolution. But such methods have ontoeraged the revolution. Haven’'t we seen that

! The world’s rate of population growth is 10 percentwenty years; in Burma it is only 5 percerittHe
foreign population is disregarded, it will be evess.
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since the time our leading men have laid down tlnés, the captains as well as followers of the
national cause have been ever increasing?

U Wisara, Bo Aung Kyaw, Bo Ba Po, the martyrs ofridalay have done their part. It is for us,
who are still living, to strive to sustain the réwoon, to strive continuously to bring it to susséul
completion.

As the Burmese revolutionary force, full of daring,marching toward victory, we declare our
most intense desire:

Success for the revolution!
Success for the revolution!

Success for the revolution!

Thakin Soe
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lll. MATERIAL ON BA HEIN: WORLD OF CAPITALISTS

1. U Tin Htway on Ko Ba Hein's World of Capitalists

Ko Ba Hein's The World ofapitalistsvas actually an adaptation of R.P. Dutt's FasesthSocial

Revolution. It was translated into Burmese and examples awrdmot only from international
events used by Dutt but also from Burmese soufdeis. book contains a strong flavour of pro-
Communist ideas. One very interesting aspect ofbibek is its preface and introduction. The
preface of nearly 20 pages was contributed by #te Thakhin Than Tun, the White Flag
Communist leader and an introduction of the samgtlevas written by Thakhin Soe, the Red Flag
(Trotskyist) Communist leader, one time great catesaand later to become bitter enemies.

In the first chapter of his book Ko Ba Hein deseslthe emergence and the development of
capitalism from the pre-historic age to the prestat. He vividly describes the difficulties, the
appalling status and the poverty-stricken lifett# peasant and labouring proletariats. He explains
how the whole human community was affected by e#ipih and the growing problem of
unemployment. The second chapter discusses theodset production and distribution under the
capitalistic system. He emphasises especially, hbe capitalists maintained the prices of
commodities artificially and in their efforts to mtain a steady rate of supply and demand would
prefer to destroy their produce in the face of dfelapoverty and need rather than facts a glutted
market. The undeniable facts and figures and statibe gives in support of his advocacy were
really shocking, especially for the Burmese who haderheard of such appalling things either in
their present or in their past. The arguments ar@averful that although the reader would not
perhaps turn left or communist overnight, the boalst have built a disgust of capitalism.

The growing monopolistic power of the big capitaisan be demonstrated by these examples -
(pp.:131-132)

The big capitalist, B.O.C. (Burma Oil Company), Hoxed the small capitalists Twan:-ca:
2, Silawa Oil Company sponsored by U Chit Hlaing (G.C.B.Aatldnalist) was swallowed
by the B.O.C In the oil-fields areas the Indianred oil companies only survived because
they were allowed to snatch the few crums thatffelin the table of the B.O.C As for the
B.O.C , they knew that those Indians, who were &seigner exploiters like themselves,
would never constitute any serious threat to thaththerefore could be ignored. If it were

U Tin Htway, The Emergence and Development of Political WritinBurmese Literateure, 1914-1942, with Special
Reference to U LuM. Phil Thesis, London, SOAS, 1969: 259-265. - Buemese quotations had to be omitted
because they could not correctly be transmittexltduhe poor quality of the copy and the specaidliteration used
by the author. They are indicated by [...]. Thggpaumbers given obviously refer to a reprint efblook and do not
refer to the original.

2 Twan:-ca: -local oil-field owner [Tin Htway's faudte].

30



Ba Hein,The World of CapitalistandHla Shwe Capitalism

otherwise, the Indian oil companies would certalmye been destroyed.

Approximately between 1910 and 1928, there araserlvivalry in Moulmeinarea between
Talaing Mon) richman U Nar Ok's Steamer Ferries @&l Irrawaddy Flotilla Company's
Steamer Ferries. When U Nar Ok's company charged &nas for a journey whose
distance was worth about four annas — the Irrawaedyced their fare to three annas. When
U Nar Ok made a further reduction to two annas,Ittzevaddy slashed theirs again by one
anna. At which U Nar Ok decided not to charge ldbalthe fare. In reply the Irrawaddy, not
only allowed the passengers to travel free of ahabgt made a present of a scarf to each
using their steamer. In the long run, poor U Narv@io had only a limited capital found
himself unable to compete with the Irrawaddy Conypamhich held multi-million
investments in Scotland. He was forced to admieatlefind the Irrawaddy established its
monopoly.

In the next chapters, Ko Ba Hein first of all exptathe meaning of Imperialism, describes the
series of battles and wars of the ImperialistseA# discussion of the causes of imperialism, its
defects and horrors, he continues on the subjedtastism. He defines fascism, describes the
growth of it in Italy and Germany and concludespjting forward some very progressive ideas on
how to combat it and urges his readers to work tdsva proletariat revolution.

Ko Ba Hein was a student leader without equal m thme and later one of the best young
Thakhins of progressive ideas, promise and hopes. In addithe was a brilliant scholar and
writer. He passed his high School Final Examinatigth distinction in three subjects out of five,
English, Burmese and History. In other words, hestered not only Burmese but also English,
which was a rare phenomenon among the Burmese.ddestood first in the whole of Burma
Intermediate (Arts) Examination, with distinctiom iPali. With these scholastic qualities he
brilliantly transformed R.P. Dutt's Fascism andi8bRevolution into the Burmese “The World of
Capitalists”. His Burmese was exceptionally goods Kterary style was traditional but without
rhymes and verbose elaborations. His sentencesiamge, (sometimes lengthy) but effective,
forceful and very well constructed. The style ahd tontent had an immediate appeal for his
reader. His choice of words proved that he realhst@red the languages. He used typical Burmese
expressions like [...] (p. 50) (drive a cow withriag through its nose) i.e. (the Capitalist) can
manipulate cunningly and easily whom he choose$(p. 129) (like the snake swallowing a frog)
i.e. (the Capitalist) can destroy and absorb everyao his path without any difficulty; [...] (p. 13
(like water in one's cupped hands) i.e. he is algrful; [...]; (p. 205) i.e.[the Social Revolutijon
drowned in shallow water; [...] (p. 94) (a- laxa&tiwith a honey taste) i.e. to conceal a bittethtrut
with a sweet lie; [...] (p. 165) (the policy has Ited into liquid) i.e. the leaders of the Social
Revolution have vitiated it. Yet he also used disetranslated phrases like [...] (p. 73): - thayt p
out the eyes of the artist and deafened the pogtp[ 101: spreading like the germs of an infacsi
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disease; .... p.107: one day it will explode;][p..171: open door policy, etc. etc. Although #hes
were direct translations of expressions from otiemgues, because of his masterly touch, they
sounded authentically Burmese unlike some of theafled progressive Burmese writers' translated
words or phrases. For example, even after the vagiob Taya literally translated loan words such
as [...] (cocktail party); [...] (naked street);.][.(ivory castle); [...] (main stream); [...}] (@lgold
colour) which wore quite alien to the average Buwsejeonly a handful of people who understand
English would get the right meaning.

Moreover, Ko Ba Hein's book contains quitenamber of phrases and coined words whose
origin is difficult to trace for average personséese they sound so Burmese. For example - [...]
(era of civilization); - [...] (class distinction)[...] - (declining feudalism); [...] (the defscof
capitalism); - [...] (the essence of human sogjety...] (deadly weapons); - [...] (luxury gogds

[...] (oil refinery) - [...] (haves end have-nottc. etc.

Looked at as a whole, Ko Ba Hein's book must bggdda success. The literary style is one of the
best; simple, clear, precise, his presentatiowriseful and he is an excellent advocate of his aims
and objects. Generally speaking post-war Burmeses/iand attitudes were greatly influenced by
the ideas formulated and brilliantly presented by.hrhis is one of the great reasons in my view
why the Burmese during their independence strugahelsafter they gained their independence did
not lean towards the West like Thailand, Burmaighteor with whom she had much in common.

There are many reasons why Burmans loathe capitalmperialism end fascism but one of the

reasons is no doubt the influence of Ko Ba Heépecially through his book. If he had met his

death at such an early ago (he died on Decembbrl®ai6, not yet 30 years old) | am sure political

trends in Burma would not be the same. His per#gndlis ability and bin integrity bore rare

attributes among Burmese leaders and politicians.
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1. Kyaw Hoe, Bibliographical Information

Translated from his Nagani-Bibliography pp. 03 by Frankie Tun

Ba Hein* Thakhin* Capitalist World- Yangon : Myanmar Pyi Book Publishing. 1939

This book has been composed of the following chapte
Foreword from Thakin Than Tun (2) Thakin Soe’s dduiction (3) Capitalist World (4) Capitalism,
Colonialism, Fascism (5) Capitalism (6) Colonialig) Fascism (8) Conclusion. And under these

chapters, sub- chapters such as a, b etc. wertenvagain.

The title “Capitalist World” is given. In Thakin Bm Tun’s foreword is explained how the book
came about, Thakin Ba Hein and his love for comwation were also written about. He also wrote
that there is a book which is similar to this ba@mely “Fascism and Social Revolution”, written
by R. D! Dutt, a Communist Leader from England but this baokild not be said to be a

translation.

Since in his preface, too, he wrote that the nafhédBa Hein is quite famous, this foreword is
partly a biography of Ba Hein and his works andyveglpful for those people who would like to
study Thakhin Ba Hein’s life.

In this foreword, he also mentioned that when hetevthe preface for the book of Thakin Soe’s
“Socialism” some of which he wrote affected Ko TAiye (Nagani’'s original publisher).

After that book was published Tun Aye had partesnfiNagani and a month later he [Than Tun]
too left Nagani. During that period he and Thakae Svere living at the same place.

Since he also mentioned that while writing the bbek Thakin Soe, Ko Ba Hein and Ko Tun
Aye, all four of them met again, we can observenftbis foreword how the Nagani group divided
on and off. The date of this foreword is the Buren€slendar date of 1301- Kason& day of the
Waning Moon.

In Thakin Soe’s introduction, he mentioned how @d@Em came about from the time of the

beginning of the world. That introduction included overall account of the development of

humanity and history. Thakin Soe in his introductadso mentioned at length about the materialism
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of Karl Marx, about the socialists and the commisnis
From that he continued writing about the Englislonmlists that Burma had been experienced
and called upon the Burmese workers and farmdos tactive [against them].

Thakin Ba Hein began his book from the human hystdr“6000 years traveling”. After writing
about Capitalism and the production machines’ tdxslj he explained vividly the development from
the Capitalist to the Colonist way of doing thingmt finally sucked the blood of the small
countries such as China and Burma.

He went on writing that due to Capitalism most peopere like thirsty cast always while riding

on the raft in the sea, and how people becamegsble

From Capitalism to Colonialism, then to Fascisnstéad of producing things the people really
need, it is explained how they produced other thithgt can be surely sold and how they destroyed
the products that could not be sold.

After reading his book, the reader is made feltt laund hates Capitalism. - In Germany, just
before the Fascism took over, of all the UniveesitiEngineering Colleges and Medical Colleges,
there were 8000 graduates and only 1000 got thegobineer graduates had to work in other jobs
because they could not get the engineer jobs. AB&1-32, of all the 22,000 graduates of the
teachers’ colleges, only 990 got a teachers' jpkil932, as many as 54,000 graduates had been
jobless.

When Hitler came into power, all these jobless &hla people joined the Brown-Shirts soldiers,
a job which was exploited people somehow, becawesedid it just for the food and the living.

Many of the vocabularies used were explained irtnfoies and so it was very modernized and

useful.

It was a famous book of Thakin Ba Hein and a vexydybook. It was republished again in 1963.

"Here Kyaw Hoe mistyped the second initial. Corigct P. for Palme.
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3. U Aung Min Naing: Book Review onThe Capitalist World
(Translation: Georg Noack)

The book "The Capitalist world" was published Mgga-niBook Club in the pre-war period. The
origins of capitalism, the evils and cruelty of ttajism, the capitalist doctrine of profit orientat
and how capitalism turns into fascism are explaitedoughly in the book as well as the events all

over the world an the situation in Myanmar. Thehauis “Ba Hein”.

Biography of the Author
Ba Hein was born in 1917 AD (The tenth waxing dayMaso, 1279 M.E.) to his father U Hmin

and his mother Daw Oo at Hantharwady Kain Par gdlainwa Township. He was the sixth of
seven sons. He studied Bhetkya Thihamonastery, Yun-dan ward, Mandalay and at Mandalay
intermediate college. He went to Yangon Universityl938 and became the chairman of the
students union of that university. During his stdiEfe became a member of tim-Bamar Asi-
Ayone(We-Bamar Association) and named himself "ThakanHgzin".

When on 12 of December, 1938 the oil workers on their marghyangon got stopped at
Magwe, he went there together with other youngdeadnd gave a speech. They wanted to call
attention to the situation on the oil fields an#l &8 the right of the workers. Because he stiupd
the audience with the slogan "Wherever a Britists@ehoe treads, a blaze of fire must be sparked
off* he was arrested by the imperialist British gavment under paragraph 144. Because of this
issue the third students’ strike began.

He left the university in 1939 and together withakim Soe, Thakin Aung San and Mr. Goshal to
secretly set up a communist party. In 1941 he becprasident of th®o-Bamar Asi-AyoneHe
opposed the proposals of taking aid from JaparBtoma's freedom bBamar-Htwet-Yat Gaing
(Freedom Bloc). He hated fascism very much. He teskonsibility as a political organizer in the
Pegu Yoma during the Anti-Japanese revolution. tderied Daw Khin Gyi, was hospitalized with
malaria at St. Peters' hospital and passed awa0Bmf November 1946 after hearing the news
that the communist party was expelled from AFPFle Was buried atra Haing cemetery,
Mandalay.

Summary of the Book ofThe Capitalist World
Civilization exists since 6,000 years. At the begng of mankind, there were no separate places.

People did joint ploughing, joint agriculture arant hunting and were still in the darkness of a
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barbarian age. Just as the peoples and empiregyydt,EPersia, Greece and Rome had once
expanded forcefully and wielded great power thexeh@w vanished again.

Human civilization developed gradually. Like theveanment had shaped man, man shaped the
environment. In the barbarian ages, earth, wakgraed clouds frightened man. But in the civilized
age his knowledge improved and he could master .théfhat barred the way to further
development of civilization was class division.

Because the ability to produce goods was very dichltefore science flourished, man could not
invent a system in which all people enjoyed equaastunities. The fruits of civilization were
tasted by a ruling minority while the ruled majgritad just too much to die. The people bearing the
duties of civilization kept revolting and the ridezontinued holding them down.

Although it can be said that human civilization madmarkable progress with the invention of
steam engines about 1800 AD in England, countlesplp were left without work. Capitalism,
replacing feudalism between AD 1400-1700, pavedwtsy with blood from the throats of
innumerable men. The foundations of capitalism veengcentration of capital in the hands of few
capitalists, separation of social classes, settngf factories, competition among the capitaléstd
the introduction of the wage system.

“To develop modern machines is the task of cagitaliin order to reach this end, it has to divide
men into capitalists and proletariat” said Marxism.

Capitalism taught the workers discipline and saltglaand increased the production of goods
through machines. The guilds were abolished andeegd by industrial manufactures.

Around 1900 machines had spread all over the wantiithe capitalist era had arrived.

In order to continue, the capitalist system hadlase down unprofitable factories and many
workers from the factories were dismissed. Peopthencapitalist world ended up in homelessness.
In a hundred years form 1835 the means of produatnproved by a hundred times in England and
by six hundred times in the world. But the situatal people worldwide was incredibly bad, facing
mass unemployment and famines. This was becausk, tive capitalist system placed its priority
on profit, its redistribution system did not deyelas fast as the production technology.

Because of the developments in production techiylogt only goods produced in the factories,
but also agricultural production and the productténaw materials changed.

Between 1900 and 1928 agricultural produce incekdse 104% in Austria, by 174% in
Argentina, by 330% in Canada could make due tarttreduction of tractors. Although between

1913 and 1928 the global agricultural productiocréased by 147%, the world population
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increased only by 11.6% at the same time.

It was said that in collectivist Soviet Russia thitivation of wheat in Siberia would yield four
times more than normal through the use of modeinntdogy. Through the application of highly
developed natural sciences the whole world becdat pvorth living. But, because of capitalism,
the people of the world, instead of being ableabas much as they wanted and live under worthy
conditions, had to live as if they were thirsty {ghsailing a boat.ije. being surrounded by water
but unable to reach t G.N.].

Capitalism fostered contraception. It demandedduaion of the rate of population growth
because of the scarcity of food. The world fooddpiiion was increasing by 25% but the
population rate only by 10% between 1913 and1928.

The capitalist countries occupied the colonial ¢oas, giving high population density and
insufficient food resources as the reason for lptaninvade others. Japan invaded Chinese owned
Manchuria in 1931 giving over-population as a reaseducing the proletariat and sending them
into the battle-fields. The real reason was, tlagiadese capitalism was about develop from petty
capitalism to large scale monopoly capitalism.

If population density was a cause for expansionisaiia and the island of Java would long have
been super imperialist countries. Because of th#itporiented capitalist system, worldwide
recessions, unemployment, and the falling live ddiatls developed.

Monopoly capitalism’s work was the destruction afods for human use and of production
capacity. More production would have caused theegrio fall. If the prices fell, one there was no
profit. In order to avoid falling prices and get ximaum profit, one had to destroy part of the
produce. Burning bags of coffee or throwing tonsagficultural produce into the sea while the
majority suffers from famine made the world tremble

America introduced agricultural loans for those vdestroyed their crops in 1933. To reduce the
production of milk 5,000 cows were killed every Wwem Denmark. The British government
promulgated a law limiting the production of hamikk Capitalism increased famine, caused the
people to live as if they were thirsty while sajjrdestroyed lives and burned resources necessary
for survival of the people.

When technology advanced, the productive capaeitiihcreased much, and the profits became
few around 1900, the capitalists proclaimed thatrttachines were devouring humanity. With this
slogan the capitalists used to buy and destroyyewewly invented machine. The reason was that

with the development of new machines the older paese bought with high investments, would
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have become outdated.

The owner of a glass factory in Germany for exampleught and destroyed all the glass
founding machines invented by Owen of America.

There were two paths then for man to choose. Tis¢ fiath was that of capitalism full of
calamities, dangers and suffering for man, a plah would uproot human civilization and push it
back to the barbarian ages. The second path wasoth@ommunism, without class division,
without hunger and poverty, without diseases, Waild advance human civilization and transform
it into an earthly paradiséokanibb na— G.N.].

Most young men were unemployed under the monopahytalism. Big factories could produce
goods as much as needed in very short time. Theoéagy to extract raw materials form the earth
existed. Workers to process these raw material® agailable. But if the produce became too
abundant, the prices would drop and the capitatstddn’t get profits.

So they shut down their factories, destroyed themeaterials and the processed goods and while
the workers became unemployed. Capitalism crealeatypof unemployment and drowned the
workers in poverty.

Engels, the great teacher of communism, said thegnwthe many destitute workers became
useless and superfluous to the capitalist systeay would have to chose between famine and
rebellion. Those who most feared the workers’ relrelwere the capitalists. Because of the
workers’ efforts the communist system in Russia €anto existence. Because the capitalists of
other countries feared that their workers wouldofwlthe Soviet example they employed various
soft and hard strategies to oppress them.

In Germany and Italy they used the iron fist ofcfas hid by the velvet gloves of democracy to
openly oppress the workers by force. In America &rmjland the unemployed were given
government jobs to ‘placate them with sweets'.

The capitalist governments could not build fact®rer the unemployed workers because the
competition of consumer goods produced in governrfastories and goods from the capitalists’
factories in the same market would cause lossdketaapitalists. Then the capitalists’ factories
would have to close down and dismiss their workis capitalist government can bring about the
destruction of capitalism. The capitalists usedntake workers work longer, reduce wages or
dismiss workers in order to get maximum profits méneer the prices of commodities dropped.

The former prime minister of Britain, Mr. Baldwiromplained about not knowing what to do

about the unemployment problem. This complainbédomplaint of capitalism as such.
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When the capitalist system could not solve the lgrabof unemployment by ordinary means, it
created the world war in order to eliminate the mplyed it had no use for and perceived as
superfluous. The conflicts between the capitalesstsl the means of production, between the
capitalists and the workers became bigger and higgmpitalism would soon collapse and a time
when the capitalists, now exploiting the poor utitdy are starving and destitute, would themselves
get exploited was about to come.

Karl Marx said in his “Critique of the Capitalistc&homy” that there existed a correlation
between social relations of the production systathtae means of production. [G.N.]

At that time social system was capitalism. In EndlaFrance, Germany and other places where
capitalism first evolved, it did so because hanitioig tools disappeared and were replaced by
rapidly developing machines. At the time when a@in developed in the West, countries like
India, Myanmar or China in the eastern part ofiloeld were still dominated by feudalism.

Now, however capitalism ruled the whole world. Mysar became completely subjected to
British monopoly capitalism in 1886.

The domination and exploitation of one social clagsanother is the foundation of capitalism.
Under capitalism, the main economic undertakingd &actories usually belonged to a small
minority of only a handful of capitalists. The cigbists only sought after profits. When there were
no profits to get, they used to close down theitdaes. The capitalists decided to produce ortmot
produce goods only on the basis of profit. Instedroducing food, drink and clothing needed by
the masses, they sought after profits by producmgmetics and children’s toys only a minority
from the capitalist middle class could buy.

A major mistake of capitalism is not using all dabie productive capacity. If it did, the supply
of goods would become abundant and while the pdcep the profits would decrease. During the
time of flourishing trade in the USA in 1929 onl¥% of the productive capacity was actually used.
Now, in a period of weak trade, only 10-19% peragrihe productive capacity are used and more
that 14 million people are unemployed and withaufficient food.

Although several millions of strong workers wantwork, there is no work for them and they
remain without food, clothing or a place to livehelpeople’s poverty in the capitalist countries is
mainly caused by the fact that instead of basicrodities like foodstuffs or clothing luxury goods
and cosmetics are produced seeking easy profitsndtead of seeking only for profits, basic
commodities had been produced as much as neeaddsahb of the people of the world would have

changed.
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The distribution of goods under capitalism was dokct to every housesic! G.N.], but
everybody should buy commodities according to msome. Therefore to understand the
distribution of goods under capitalism one hasnovk the distribution of income. There were two
kinds of income under capitalism: The first kindsmaages the workers received according to their
gualification. The second was the profit for thenens of factories. Like the landowner earning
from his lands the concessionaire of an oil wedkreed the profits from his oil-well.

The income of the capitalists was profit from sgjlthe goods produced by their factories.

But some capitalists could not receive hundred grgrof the profits. A landlord owning many
acres divided and leased his land to tenant farmidre profits had to be shared between the
landlord and the tenant. The tenant only receivexy Vittle while the landlord took most of the
profit.

In the capitalist countries there were big differes between the incomes of capitalists and those
of workers. Where a worker received one Kyat, atahgt could earn between Ks. 4,000 and Ks.
40,000.

However different their earnings, one could thih& purchasing power was the same. Thousand
people receiving one Kyat each and one personviageihousand Kyat do not differ in purchasing
power. But on the other hand, one person couldusetone thousand pieces of the same type of
goods. However rich he was, he could not use ooestind pairs of shoes. The purchasing power
(money) under capitalism is therefore distributedrauneven ratio. The poor could not buy enough
to satisfy their basic needs. And the rich did Imog items he had no use for. And then there would
be surplus goods in the market. Capitalism defisegblus goods not as goods exceeding those
needed by the people for every day use but as giadsthough needed, could not be bought.
Instead, they closed down their factories, the wmkecame unemployed. So the distribution of
goods in capitalism was for the people as if theyeathirsty while sailing.

The capitalists used their money to buy machinas would increase their income. A person,
who had Kyats 400 instead of buying 80 beds fog #yats each, would build a furniture factory.
This came to be the principle of capitalism.

For the capitalist's means of production, factordesl profits were mutually supporting each
other. Means of production caused profits; praofiede possible the acquisition of more new means
of production. This was called the increase of d¢hpitalists’ capital. According to capitalism the
aim of production was profit. Instead of aiming sifficient availability of cheap goods for

everybody capitalism has the sole objective of mgldrofit. With these profits the capitalist could
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own more and more factories and means of production

Due to new technologies, the new means of produdiad increased productive capacity.
Therefore, work that had to be done by hundred emsrkvith old machines could be completed by
50 workers with new machines. When he needed fiitykers less, the capitalist gained more
profits.

When over seven hundred oil wells in Yenanchaunge\wequipped with electric pumps in 1923,
over 20,000 workers became unemployed. The BrilislCompany (BOC) had hired over 40,000
workers fifteen years ago but now only about 16,0@0kers were employed. Therefore about
30,000 became unemployed. At Thanlyin refinery 8,8@&re employed in 1928, but only 4,300
remained in 1938. On 1930-12-31 there were 9,20%evs at British Oil Company (BOC) Yenan
Chaung but on 1938-12-31 only 5,686 were left. ©ae see the more the means of production
developed, the more profits the capitalists gat, tiore workers became unemployed. Capitalism
could not cure the hunger and unemployment of tbekers.

Within the capitalist system, large scale capitalidevoured petty capitalists. The large scale
capitalists could produce huge amounts of goods seldthem at cheap prices but the petty
capitalists producing only on a small scale coutdl $ell them cheap. So over time they became
indebted and had to surrender their companiesedatiye scale capitalists. The Thilawar refinery
founded by U Chit Hlaing in Myanmar was devouredtbg BOC large scale capitalists. When
operating his steamships in competition with thravwaddy Flotilla Company, Mawlamyine born
capitalist U Nar Auk, who had only little investnterapital, had to surrender his ships to the
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company that had more investmeapital. Because of the capitalist system
Myanmar peasants also had to abandon their latitettandlords and make their living as tenants
or as factory workers for wages in the cities.

The large scale capitalists sided with each othdrfaunded trust pool syndicates to manipulate
and exploit the economy as they liked. In the coestproducing a lot of hard coal for example, the
coal magnates joined each other to erect a monapolyard coal. When all coal enterprises were
controlled by their association, they could maripeithe whole industry as they liked.

In the period when these syndicates came into beagtalism was called monopoly capitalism.
After 1900 the competition of individual capitafisivas replaced by the competition of capitalist
syndicates and the system of monopoly capitalisoived.

Under monopoly capitalism the income of the workatasses became smaller and their abilities

to consume decreased. So the surplus goods haal égpdwrted to the countries where capitalism
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did not flourish. Therefore the pre-capitalist, ry@ modern countries became markets for the
goods of the capitalists. Out of the competition learkets between the capitalists imperialism
developed.

Lenin, the communist leader of Soviet Russia saidnopoly capitalism was identical with
imperialism.

For better circulation of money in monopoly cap#iad the banks came into existence. Banks are
institutions where the capitalists borrowed capithen needed and deposed their surplus moneys.
For reasons of profit the banks gave a little ieéion the deposit money and took much interest on
the loans. If one deposited hundred Kyats for exapgne would receive five Kyats interest per
year. But if one took a loan of hundred Kyats, armeild have to pay six or seven Kyats interest per
year. The banks accepted deposits not only frontadegts, but also from middle class people like
clerks and small landowners to stimulate moneyutaton in capitalism. So the banks made the
hard-earned money of the middle class availabtegaapitalists.

The banks bought many shares and controlled cormpanhe big companies placed their people
inside the banks’ management. Like this, they estsuihat their deposits did not vanish and that
they received credits whenever needed.

Just like the large scale capitalists had devotinedpetty capitalists the large banks devoured
small banks and a system of large banks evolvedcatse of this system the large banks could
control the economic production of a country.

This scene could be seen in the colonial states.BHEmking system and trade worked together.
Under imperialism, the colonies suffered from thanipulations of large banks. Banking and
international trade joined hands. Therefore, likepérialism was identical with monopoly
capitalism, monopoly capitalism was identical viltle banking system.

In England there was no state owned Bank. Thereonbsthe Bank of England owned by the
capitalist syndicates issuing paper money in cadper with the ministry of finance. Most
important for economic development in England wees Bank of England’s loans system. Apart
from granting loans, the board of directors alsditually manipulated the whole capitalist
economy. When in 1932 the Royal Mail Steam Packdtthe Elder Dempster Shipping companies
went bankrupt, the Bank of England re-establisiede¢ companies in 1935. When the capitalists’
exploiting enterprises failed and collapsed, thekisaook over and exploited the poor. The Bank of
England controlled the economy not only all ovegland, but in the whole British Empire.

The high prices of consumer goods and foodstufigmployment etc. were disastrous for the
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poor, but ‘gold and silver’ to the capitalists.

Therefore it became important to start a revolutaayainst the origins of the proletariats
suffering, the capitalists and their stooges, #yatalist governments.

Capitalism did not develop simultaneously all ottee world. Capitalism appeared in England
first and spread out faster from there then thamfother countries. In 1900 British capitalism was
strong enough to export its goods to other coumtri@oods with the unrivalled label “Made in
England” flooded the markets of all Asia, AfricadaAmerica.

Germany, France and Japan followed making big siepstch up with British capitalism. If
British capitalism had needed a hundred years t@ldp into monopoly capitalism, in Germany
and France it took only fifty years and in Japamnauld take just about 25 years.

The countries gradually developing monopoly cagital invariably also came to practice
imperialism. Because capitalism needed to expoplgs goods to not yet developed countries, the
capitalist countries had to practice imperialisrd anquire colonies.

While changing from a system of free competitiommaen individual capitalists to monopoly
capitalism, the capitalist countries occupied baakircountries to use them as their markets.

Not only did the countries of monopoly capitaliset grofits from selling their surplus goods to
the colonies but they also extracted raw mateatlsery cheap prices from them.

The more raw materials they possessed, the morerpdwot the capitalist empires.
The British Empire possessed 25 kinds of impontam materials, Germany 8 kinds, Italy 12 kinds
and Japan possessed 15 kinds of important raw iadater

The capitalist empires that possessed valuable materials were called "Haves", and the
capitalist countries possessing no or little raviemals were called "Have-Nots". The "Have-Nots"
prepared to wage war against the "Haves" becagyewhnted their raw materials. Because in case
of war they were certain incur losses the "Havesight ways of avoiding war through peaceful
distribution of raw materials.

Before the outbreak of the First World War Englaodight to placate Germany by offering that
it would hand over Turkish areas under British colnto Germany. However, the strategy was not
successful and the First World War broke out. Timpdrialists argued that the countries they
invaded needed to get civilized. But the fascistgether with the conservatives gave race ideology
as a reason. The German dictator Hitler declaratl uhless the world was governed by white
people, it would be ruined. Other capitalist coiastrgave overpopulation in their countries as a

reason for having to invade others. One true re#s®y gave was that they had to make colonies to
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acquire raw materials. The final reason they gaven&ving to invade other countries didn’t have
anything to do with the economy: The desire fordaand ostentation.

Whatever reasons they gave, the main reason wasdfiethey could get from the colonies.

The capitalist countries received the followingrfenefits from their colonies:
1. The opportunity to flood multiple markets with thgbods

2. The opportunity to get new monopolies on raw materi

3. The opportunity to transfer surplus capital invesis

4. The opportunity exploit cheap workers from the oods
These four factors were mutually related and depeindn two factors:

The colonies had to be subjected to imperialigt.rul
To maintain the colonial administration troops hadbe placed in the colonies.

The imperialist, capitalist countries extracted nanaterials from the colonies at low costs and
sold their produce to the colonies for high prices.

The colonialised had to look at this unfair exchamgthout being able to do anything about it
because of the swords placed over their headsebgalonial regime.

The “Have-Not” countries Germany, ltaly, Japan dabicolonies not only for the sake of
extracting raw materials from them but for all mened benefits. Though the “Have” countries
proclaimed that the “Have-Nots” could freely buwrmaterials from them, they couldn’t buy them
at the original price. If for example Germany wahte buy rice from Myanmar, they had to buy
from the Bullinger Pool that had already added nmgrgs much as it wanted to the price. In other
words, the Bullinger Pool bough rice from the pdyanmar peasants at the cheapest prices and
sold it to Germany at the highest prices. In thampetition between the countries of monopoly
capitalism the possession of as many colonies ssilje became a very important factor.

Because every country reaching the stage of mogogpapitalism could not exist without
acquiring colonies, imperialism developed steptep.s

The war might have been avoided by sharing thentedoamong the capitalist countries but
because of the following two reasons the situationed bad:

1. The needs of the countries of monopoly capitalisangased rapidly.

2. The chances to fulfil these needs decreased fast.

These two factors made war between the capitalisttties unavoidable.
In the year 1800 only in England and France theasin was such that expansion became

unavoidable and they invaded and occupied smatientcies. But then also America, Germany,
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Italy and Japan became big capitalist countriesrikaded to expand. Though England and France
had colonized many countries already there was faethore colonies to sell surplus goods to.
And Germany, Italy and Japan also needed coloaisslt their surplus goods.

Now all of South America was occupied by the Amamnicapitalistsdic! G.N.] and apart from
China the whole of Asia was dominated by the Hrjtithe French and the Dutch. Japan had
occupied Manchukuo and was making strong effortotonize China.

In these times the only way to get new colonies weadight other capitalist countries and
conquer their colonies. The occupied colonies digdonot keep their heads lowered anymore and
came to rebel. The battle for independence in |iglimma and Egypt intensified.

Whenever a capitalist country reached the stagen@fiopoly capitalism it had to expand.
Whenever a country expanded there would be warreftre it was the duty of all workers and
peasants to fight and destroy monopoly capitalismd aebel to terminate the dangers of
expansionism.

We had to bring an end to the era when the worgemple go hungry while the capitalists are
rich and found a new era when only those can eatwdrk and the employers and capitalists go
hungry. A revolution had to be started to get friva@ capitalist era to the communist era.

The workers became politically alert and were redy down capitalism that would destroy the
human world and to set up communist era. The Russakers and peasants led one sixth of the
world into the communist era. Now fascism appedoceteanimate the decaying capitalist system
and oppress the workers.

Fascism was based on human duties and the sudcdsslopment of humanity. It did not
believe in eternal peace on earth or that peacddwmaiof any use. It believed that the strength of
an empire was the youth of a nati@ic[ G.N.]. Fascism was taught as an ideology sepanate
different from capitalism. But it was fascism tipablonged the lifespan of decaying capitalism. As
under capitalism class division had appeared oeeae now the different political views of the
various classes. The middle class depended onathitalists to make a living and could not make
independent politics. When capitalism flourishéte middle class sided with the capitalists, but
when the capitalists suffered recessions, the mididiss would change sides and join the poor. Karl
Marx taught that when the workers were to makeltgiam against the capitalists, they would have
to ensure the middle classes’ support.

But fascism and monopoly capitalism were the geeaimies of the middle class. The benefits of

the capitalist system were in the hands of a few arost people suffered from capitalist
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exploitation. Fascism pretended to blame and fogipitalism in favour of the middle class and the
workers. The view that Fascism wanted to take pwever in order to destroy capitalism could not
be sustained. In fact the capitalists were corteihtand over power to fascism (the fascist parties)
that ensured the continuity of capitalism.

Mussolini in Italy and Hitler in Germany were matietators. Their parties had lost the elections
and were just nonentities while the two leadersewtbe heads of the respective party. Monopoly
capitalism controlled fascism. The strings of Faiscivere pulled by monopoly capitalism.
Germany was one of the leading capitalist countwesde Italy was only among the secondary
ranking countries. But Fascism appeared earliéalg than in Germany.

After the great world war the Italian workers beéd in the doctrine of communism. The Italian
socialist party had strongly objected to the cogigtentry into the war, so the workers had come to
rely on it and it became very strong. In the pankatary elections of November 1919 the socialist
party it won 156 out of 508 seats while Mussolifiégscist party didn’t win a single seat. The
confederation of labour which was connected tosth®alist party had two million members and its
leader was Turati. Turati was soft-minded and wedthough the workers, wishing to start the
revolution tried to remove Turati they were notcsasful due to an intervention by another leader
named Serrati. At the workers congress in Janu@2y in Livorno the confederation of labour split
up into three factions. At that time the communmistkers founded the Italian communist party and
tried to engage in communist revolution by jointagrrati. But as Serrati allied himself with Turati
they failed. During time when the labour confederatvas divided, the leader of the fascist party
Mussolini seized power.

Mussolini was an opportunist politician. He hadridad the fascist party in March 1915. He did
not win a single seat in the 1919 elections andtextato mobilize the people with slogans
demanding the fields for the farmers and the faesofor the workless. When the workers became
strong enough to destroy the capitalist systen®R0lhe capitalists supported the fascist parti wit
a lot of money to secure themselves the fascistgeption. The army gave training courses to the
members of the fascists’ party. Between JanuaryMay 1921 the fascists destroyed 243 labour
unions and killed 243 communists.

Under ltalian fascism the workers had no right tiake for their rights and grievances. The
import of socialist and communist literature wastpbited. The communist party in Italy could not
work openly any more. Thus, Italian capitalism gig@ared and fascism had come to power.

The rise of the fascist system in Germany in 1938 waused by the personal attachments and
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weaknesses of the workers’ leaders. After the Fifetld War, the labour unions and the soldiers’
councils became powerful and displaced the goventnide social democrats asked the workers’
leader Liebknecht and other members of the indegr@rgbcial democrat&JSPD— G.N.] to form a
cabinet. Liebknecht refused because the knew kieatdcial democrats were agents of capitalism
but the leaders of the independent social democalli®g for union formed a coalition govern-
ment. The social democratic government appoint@atalests as ministers in important ministries,
killed the brave workers’ leaders Liebknecht ang&buxemburg and oppressed the worksid [
G.N.]. Thereafter they formed the Weimar Repulpimmulgated laws to oppress the workers and
declared matrtial law. That government lasted 14s/gam 1918-1932.

In 1933, the national socialist party (Nazi patgg by Hitler came to power. The party declared
the 25 objectives in order to get the workers ogaheasily. Some workers sympathizing with the
social democrats joined the Nazi party. The comstyparty, leading the most workers, tried to join
hands with the social democrat party, but did naceed. Many fierce workers’ strikes broke out
led by the communist party. Therefore the Naziypartd the social democrats became weak and
the communist party grew strong.

The capitalists, knowing that the rising workersverment was about to destroy the capitalist
system and handed over power to the Nazi Partyrateqt capitalism. On 3Dof January 1933
Hitler became dictator.

On May 2, the Nazis abolished all labour unionsGermany and killed the workers’ leaders.
The communist party had to move secretly. The suffepeople had to bear under monopoly
capitalism became worse under fascism.

Fascism allowed the capitalists to do as they likét the workers and pay wages that were just
too much to die. So the workers had to suffer famiand experience hell on eartbkfhnirayd.
Fascism restricted people’s freedom and engagedhperialist war of aggression. Now fascism
swamped the whole world. Besides Germany and k#dg Austria, Rumania, Poland, Finland,
Hungary, Portugal and other countries were doméhbtefascism. In Spain, General Franco fought
the proletarian government and helped to erectidiascin England, America, France and Japan
capitalism was about to collapse and heading tosveasicism. The workers riots in Africa, South
America, India and Burma in the British empire wdogcefully suppressed and the leaders
imprisoned. To support capitalism in America President Roodevmlented the “New Deal”
economic policy which was very similar to fascism.

Japan allied with the fascist countries Italy anefr@any. The prime minister Konore [Prince

47



Ba Hein,The World of CapitalistandHla Shwe Capitalism

Konoe Fumimaro — G.N.] of Japan said "Let us coajgewith Germany and Italy to set up a new
world." Saying "Let us destroy the world with fasa” would have been more accurate.
Fascism, getting worse and worse, had to be caeohtey entering the revolution.

Capitalism took democracy as a stepping stonesowaly to fascism. It pretended to be democratic
and oppressed couldn’t trust democracy. What gavih Ibo fascism was nothing else but
democracy. The workers had to lead the whole @oldf exploited by capitalism, and fight
fascism. If the workers were strong enough, théllatiog middle class would side with them.

For the uprising to succeed strong, disciplinediéea to lead on the revolutionary path were
needed. Leaders that would not give in when thé&alegts tried to soothe them and that wouldn’t
fear when the capitalists tried to frighten therheTgoal of the revolution was clear: To wipe out

capitalism.

Critique
The book "The Capitalist World" [Dana-Shin Loka]tlee masterpiece of Thakin Ba Hein. The

reader of this book can see the attitude of a Iefjwpolitical leader who strongly believed in
communism towards the capitalist world. The booglaxs the concepts, assumptions and theories
of communism that made the worldwide field of pgo$ittremble in fear and terror. The lifespan of
6,000 years of human civilization is explained ahd development of feudalism, capitalism,
monopoly capitalism, imperialism and fascism as@uence of interlinked stages is shown.
Socialism (Communism) as practiced in Soviet Ruissaso introduced.

The objective of the book is to overthrow the calpst world, terminate proletariat-exploiting-
capitalism, alert the people and motivate thenuta the world into a communist system in which
the means of production were owned by the poor.

In 1886, the whole of Myanmar had come under the ofi the British imperialists. The book
appeared during the 1930’s when the patriotic fonelere calling for rebellion and to drive the
imperialists out of the country. The book shouldaken revolutionary spirit in the in the poor
working classes’ hearts by demonstrating the esflsimperialism. The oil fields strike, the
students’ strike, the peasants’ and the workeriest as united patriotic forces became strong and
made the British imperialists frightened. So oneld®ay that this book played no small role in the
Myanmar independence movement.

Thakin Ba Hein himself hated capitalism and beltewe communism. Therefore he could
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explain capitalism by writing about the events igdvimar and the world.

Explaining how imperialism comes along with cap#iad, he wrote extensively about the
territorial expansion of England, France, Ameri@armany, Portugal etc.

In the present situation where market economy toduced [in Myanmar], the book is not
suitable. But one can see that it was suitablehm gre-war situation, when it was written.
Beginning with conflicts between employers and eyipés and arriving at aptly explaining about
anti-imperialist and anti-fascist struggle, the bawas a driving force for the Myanmar people
strongly fostering the patriotic spirit. Althoughis not relevant in regard to the present pditic
economic and social situation, its importance asyaiopener for the country of Myanmar and the

Myanmar people under pre-war colonialism must beawledged.
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3.1. Short Commentary by Philip Schunke

Book: “The Capitalist World” by Ko Ba Hein
Book report by: U Aung Min Naing

General remarks and recommendations
With his book report on Mr. Ba Hein’s “The Capi&liworld” U Aung Min Naing offers a
comprehensive summary on the authors work anddéferell as a thorough description of the work
at hand.
The reviewer furthermore includes all elements ddke by the “Short Information on the Making
of a Book Report”:

Biographical information

Summary

A personal assessment by the reviewer including

A description of the special aim and intended inhjpd¢he book

Albeit all these sections exist, critical elememsthem are missing and the presentation is
sometimes misleading. The introduction to the nevshould include the publishing date. This
information can only be found at the very end (L4#) but would facilitate the understanding of
crucial parts of the author's argument — especiaiti regards to the wars mentioned.

Although the reviewer mentions the presence ofregiees on Myanmar in Ba Hein’s work, except
for in the biographical information and in the igiite Myanmar is not mentioned in the summary.

What does the reviewer refer to?

As a general rule the reviewer should clarify wisatis and what is the authors’ opinion or theory.
The summary is especially indistinct with this nejaUsing phrases like “In the author’s
opinion...” or Ba Hein argues that...” would ease ¢lanig the distinction as would the use of

guotation marks at especially strong sections.
In the “Critique” the reviewer states the aim o thook. It “should awaken revolutionary spirit...”".

This seems reasonable from the description. Bujdes on to describe the book as not having

“played no small role in the Myanmar independenceement”. But the argument in favour of this

50



Ba Hein,The World of CapitalistandHla Shwe Capitalism

conclusion is a bit fuzzy. Several strikes areetistbut it is not being made clear on how these
strikes link to the publication of Ba Hein’s book.

The “Critique” closes by stating the “suitabilitgf the book as an “eye-opener” for the people of
Myanmar in the pre-war period and the “unsuitayilaf it now that market economy is introduced.

| fail trying to follow this argument. Or in otherords: | miss the assessment of the authors line of
reasoning and the argument in favour of (or agpite adequateness or appropriateness of his
theoretical analysis for the non-industrialized -fargt-world-war Myanmar. Or: How was it

“suitable™? Who's eyes where opened for what?

In my opinion the reviewer focuses too much onitttividual steps of the authors argument. I'd
find it extraordinarily interesting to instead (an addition) expand the section describing the
impact and role the publication had on the polit@@velopments in Myanmar (from the reviewers
point of view). A more thorough description on wdi@nd when and under which circumstances the

author decided to embark in the endeavour to whitdook would also be much welcomed.

PS:

| don’t understand the following argumentation:

In lines 205-207 it is said that “one can see tloeenthe means of production developed, the more
profits the capitalists got....”. This sounds reasb@aBut earlier, in lines 96-99, the argument is
put forward, that “...the capitalists used to buy atebtroy every newly invented machine...”
because “...the older ones, once bought with higbestments, would have become outdated.” Now

this — not being an economist — sounds like a issd@eNncy.
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4. Zaw Naing: Book Report onThe Capitalistic World(Danashin loka)

(Translation: Georg Noack)

Biography of the Author

Ba Hein was an important political actor in the Myear independence movement. It seems as if
hardly anything is known about the time and platéis birth. Also, as a list of his publications
only “Danashin lok& (The Capitalist World) andBone wada (Communism, [PalBhum(i)wadd)

can be studied and recorded. He wrote the bda#&nashin lok& in 1929 [sic! Palme Dutt's
“Fascism and Social Revolution” on whicb&dnashin loka is based first appeared 1934! G.N.],
the book Bone wada later on. He entered the political movement inrdalay. He arrived in
Yangon to attend the first all Myanmar universitydents’ conference. When the second students’
conference was hold in Mandalay, he headed thenigosommittee. On National Day 1299 M.E.
(1937 C.E.) he held a speech in the Sule Park [caVed Mahabandula Garden in English use,
G.N.] as a representative of the students assogiatie also participated actively in the students
strike.

In the second volume oAShay-ka naywun htwet thi pam&fAs sure as the sun rises in the east")
Thein Pe Myint writes: “Though he was from upperavisnar, Ko Ba Hein’s skin was not dull and
dry. He was of fair, pale complexion. His face wa¢ just smooth and handsome, but pleasantly
sweet. Whenever he smiled, between his red lipkispg white teeth gleamed.”

He was arrested for his leading role in the oil keos’ strike and his political speeches [literally
“political dhamma preaching”]. While he was impmsal in Insein, he wrote the book&nashin
loka’. At that time the student’s leader Ko Aung Kyaell fduring the demonstrations before the
ministerial offices. Later the university studemtson changed to thBo BamarAsi-Ayone(We-
Bamar Association) and became politically activeisTmuch is all that is known about Ba Hein’s

biography.

Summary of Content
Ba Hein wrote the bookDanashin lok&ten years after the First World War and before 8econd

World War. At the time of writing the author wasprisoned for his political activities in Insein.
He describes the current situation of the wholeldvand, criticizing the situation faced by the

Myanmar people at present, aims at motivating petipenter the battle for independence.
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Writing the book Danashin lok& Ba Hein studied the views of scholars of the wasti makes
reference to literature on politics and economylighbd in the west and the whole world.

In the table of content seven chapters are diffextad. The first chapter is the foreword writtgn b
Thakhin Than Htun. One should to note that in thdags it was customary practice in the
publication of books to list the foreword as a sapachapter.

The second chapter is the introduction. Even thatghcalled introduction, it was not written by
the author himself, but by Thakhin Soe. It is exptd somewhere in the book that while the author
was imprisoned together with Thakhin Soe and théatle they were working on a separate book
each, they discussed with each other what theyewiidtat is why it is no wonder that Thakhin Soe
wrote the introduction to Ba Heins book. Howevesmpared with the common practice in the
publication of books now it appears strange thatititroduction of a book should not be written by
it author.

Further, the table of contents contains the chapthree, “The Capitalist World”, four,
“Capitalism”, five, “Imperialism”, six, “Fascism” ral seven, “Epilogue”. Within each chapter
different topics are marked again by smaller slgstitThe chapters three to six are the actualoext
the book and explain step by step about each syatehits developments. In the seventh chapter,
the epilogue, the difficulties, fatigue and suffigs faced while writing the book are described.
While the comrades-in-arms where entering the datitside, the author was in prison and wishing
to use every opportunity to try and support themdbeided to write, discussing it with Thakhin
Soe. Therefore the epilogue is not a conclusiosuonmary of the book, but the story of how it

came into being.

Foreword

In the Foreword Thakhin Than Htun describes, homdfbe is of Ba Hein, how pleased he was
hearing about Thakhin Soe’s and Ko Ba Hein’s wgitactivities in prison and explains about Ko
Ba Hein’s spirit. Thereafter he writes that he vmaked to write the foreword. He explains briefly
about the unusual translations of English terms Myanmar language. He mentions that Ba Hein
based his book on “Social Revolution” by the commsuleader R.P.Dutt Fasciasi¢!!! “Fascism
and Social Revolution” by R.P.Dutt, G.N.] and exted as he thought appropriate.

The book explains briefly how humans developed ftbm “era of plenty” to the feudal ages, the
era of landowners, the capitalist era focussingvealth and exploiting the poor etc., developing

step by step and becoming civilized. In the cajgitadra when capitalism was within a country, it
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developed to imperialism because of its searchnfiare and more profits. Just because of
imperialism, the First World War (1914-1918) happenAfter the war the system was still in force,

preparing for another great war by various meariss Tvas just because of the meanness of
capitalism.

A special aspect of the capitalist system was myitibgether of work processes and the division of
labour. [sic! G.N.]. This caused the increase afdpictive capacity. But when it was no longer in

the interest of the capitalists, they came to dgstnachinery and limit production. Therefore an era
changing revolution became necessary in the worttithere was a need to participate in it. It is
explained, that Ko Ba Hein did not only participatethis revolution through his writings, but

joined it actively in person.

Introduction

The introduction is written by Thakhin Soe. Thakl§oe writes that apart from Soviet Russia all
countries are overwhelmed by capitalism. Whatetvex called in the different countries, the basic
principle is nothing else but capitalism. The bagksystem, the system of monopoly capitalism,
the imperialist system all developed out of origioapitalism. 95% of the world’s population is
poor, wretched and starving. Covered up with criRR@bbers and dacoits, rioting and the horrible
views of war are seen everywhere. It is necessapnterstand capitalism, the foundation of this
approaching apocalyptic catastrophe. The boDlrfashin lok& can satisfy this need, writes
Thakhin Soe. In the bookDanashin lok& he explains about the beginnings of capitalists, i
changing forms of appearance, and its end in detail

Therefore the book points at the fact that mantbafecide whether to accept fascism and destroy
human civilization or to overcome and destroy tlgstem and provide for the advancement of
civilization. In present day Myanmar the capitalistave monopolized mineral resources, oll,
teakwood, and rice. There are 20 million acresa#f land. Half of it, 10 millions are owned by just
about 5000 landowners. The other half is owned pggulation of 12 million people. Therefore a
landowner will own 2000 acres on the average, Hatraer will just own 0,8 acres on the average.
Because of this capitalist, imperialist system ¢her no way to better the lives of the poor.
Everything is only getting worse and worse. Onlynifperialism is fought and destroyed things
would become pleasant. In order to destroy impgenalone needs to understand the basic
principles of capitalism. Thakhin Soe states that Ba Hein’s book Danashin loka therefore

supports the battle against and the destructionmgderialism. | think that Thakhin Soe’s
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introduction functions as a guide to the book byHzan.

The Capitalist World

The first chapter “The Capitalist World” is dividddto five parts under the subtitles “A Six
thousand years journey”, “Capitalism and productif@rces”, “Thirsty while sailing”,
“Conservative Capitalism”, and “The problem of un@ayment”.

“A six thousand years journey” means the develagnan earth from the Stone Age to the
civilized age; the present has lasted six thougaads. Within these six thousand years the empires
and peoples of Egypt, Persia, Greece, and Romeavgowerfully. Slowly human civilization
developed. But that what curbed or destroyed tlveldpment of civilization was developing along
with it: Class division. The ruled had to take e tuties of civilization while the ruling minority
enjoyed the benefits. Therefore Karl Marx said that history of men in the past was nothing but
class struggle. Around the year 1400 capitalismveebout of feudalism. Between 1800 and 1900
capitalism made the productive forces increasersaosly. After 1900 it had covered a part of the
world with machines for industrial production. At time it could no longer control the productive
force of its machines. The capitalists startedutdo durther development of the machines in order to
secure their existence. The closing down and thstratdion of factories made many people
unemployed. If the development of machines woulceap all over the world all people of the
world would be able to live comfortably in peace dnliness by working just one hour per week on
Sunday. But, capitalism didn’t allow such a thitigzurbed the enhancement of human living.

The capitalist countries claimed not to have sidfit food for their large populations and
developed the system of imperialism. In 1931 Japeaded Chinese Manchuria, claiming to do so
because of overpopulation within Japan but hidihg teal reasons. These slogans were the
incentives for the poor in Japan, who were to fightl die in the capitalists’ battle. In fact the
invasion happened because Japanese petty capitalasnabout to develop into large scale
monopoly capitalism.

In capitalism, if due to an increase in productivece the output of goods becomes plenty, the
prices fall. If the price falls, there is no momiit to be gained. Therefore some readily produced
goods are destroyed. While in a part of the woritions of people suffer from hunger and poverty
the capitalists burn and destroy foodstuffs andthadlg. This system is also supported
systematically by the capitalist governments.

In America, right in front 12 millions of unemplaoyepeople without sufficient food agricultural
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products produced in excess by machines is destrdyenmark is famous for its production of
milk, butter and cheese. In 1937, the Danish gawent killed more than 5,000 cows within one
week only to reduce the production of milk. In Eargd the Labour Party government issued a law
to limit the production of hard coal. 1931 the miional conference of copper producers decided
to reduce the production of copper by 26 %. In Bthe Coffee producing capitalists destroyed 12
million bags of coffee in 1931.

1933 the American government gave rewards for t&trdction of already planted cotton 11
million acres of 40 million acres cotton fields wedestroyed. So capitalism put the food for
humans into the fire chamber. Soon capitalism sbndsans to war and prepared to put them in the
fire chamber too.

So capitalism is conservative. Because of prodoat@chinery the capitalists’ profits are reduced.
Fearing that their machines would no longer beaipdte, they bought new ones and destroyed
them wherever they appeared. 1933 in Hitler-r@edmany a law was issued to prohibit the use of
new machines for the production of cigarettes awogige for the continuous use of old ones.
Therefore there were two ways to choose for mankKiing first was destroying the machines and
live in the society of the conservative capitaliSibe second way was to proceed the communist
system, using the machines for the developmentigiien living standards, civilization and
freedom.

Under monopoly capitalism, the unemployment problesecame terribly big. There were many
workers in the factories processing goods out @f naaterials. When the capitalists didn't get
profits and closed the factories the workers becamemployed. Therefore it is the workers’
historical duty to bury capitalism. The workers gehsants of Soviet Russia have founded it anew
using the communist system. Other capitalist coemtiave come to worry that their workers might
start the revolution. So they oppress their work®rssarious means. Germany and Italy suppress
them with fascism. When they couldn’t handle themployment problem by other means, the
capitalist countries sent the unemployed workerad no use for as superfluous men right into the

world war.

Capitalism
The chapter “Capitalism” is divided three sepanadéets under the titles “The consumer goods
industry”, “The distribution of consumer goods”,dafT he changing forms of capitalism”.

The author (Ba Hein) defines capitalism as notlalsg but the profitable exploitation of one class
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by another. In the capitalist system the necessitiehuman life, agricultural land, mines and
factories, roads, means of transport and commuarcauch as railroad, cars, and airplanes, the
banks and savings are owned by a minority of chgtita In the production of goods in their
factories the capitalists do not make the benéfthe people a priority but only their own profits.
They produced only goods that could easily be sold provided many profits. Such goods were
not the foodstuffs really needed by many peoplégbods only the wealthy could buy. In case they
happened to produce foodstuffs that were not nebgldte wealthy and could not be afforded by
the poor they destroyed those goods as superflewcsss production. That was the weakness of
capitalist production.

Another mistake of capitalist production was notise the whole available productive capacity. In
Soviet Russia, newly founded according to the comistusystem, the production of consumer
goods increased from 69% to 230% in 1929 while mefica it declined from 95% to 58%, in
England from 99% to 89%, in Germany from 86% to 66%

On the other hand, let us have a look at the Higion of goods according to capitalism. The
reason to produce goods is that they are to be. &édas the poor do not have the money they
cannot buy consumer goods. And as also those wietha money only buy as much as they need,
the goods become superfluous. Superfluous not bectey were not needed, but because they
could not be afforded. The capitalists destroyggedluous goods instead of giving them to the
poor. Together with destroying goods, the capislisdn’'t produce new goods and closed down the
factories. At that time the workers from the fasterbecame unemployed.

In order to continue to exist the capitalists hadi¢vour not only the poor workers, but also petty
capitalists. On the long term petty capitalistsldowt compete with large scale capitalists in the
production of goods. They had to give up. At lds tmachines got all into the hands of the large
scale capitalists. This is called monopoly camtali Within monopoly capitalism, the capitalists
conducting similar businesses formed groups to pudate the whole economic sector. When in a
country the capitalists had held several separatd boal enterprises, under monopoly capitalism
they founded an association of hard coal entrepmsndhen they monopolised the production and
trade of hard coal. If more or less coal was predud the price of coal rose of fell was all ireth
hands of this association now.

After the year 1900 the old capitalist system wimesingle capitalists competed with each other
was overcome and replaced by the system of monopafitalism wherein the capitalist

associations competed with each other. Under mdyogapitalism the number of capitalists
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became small while the number of poor became laagdrarger. The income of the capitalists and
the income of the poor differed more and more. @ae or another the productive capacity of the
machines became too good and the capitalist assmsadid no longer get good prices and no
longer found customers. At that time the capitalsbld their goods to countries that had not yet
developed a capitalist system. So the countrieisvibee not yet developed and up to date became
the market of the capitalists. When the capitalsintries competed within these markets, they tried
to subjugate these countries under their contrapit@lism changed into imperialism. Therefore

Lenin, the leader of the Russian Revolution saad ittnperialism is monopoly capitalism.

Imperialism
In the world capitalism, monopoly capitalism, thenking system and imperialism changed into
various forms. But they appeared not at the same th every country. England was the place
where capitalism first evolved, and it was the ardyntry to send and sell goods to other countries
already before 1900sic! G.N.] . Therefore in the early imperialist erardhaas almost nobody to
compete with the English capitalists and they coeddily subject other countries. Later other
countries like Germany, France and Japan develtpexh equal level with England. After the
capitalist countries had step by step developedomaly capitalism they inevitably came to use
imperialism. The true reason for having to invatigeo countries was the need to sell superfluous
goods. In order to sell processed goods and getmaterials at cheap prices they invaded and
subjected other countries. At that time there estlioig wars between the capitalist countries that
possessed raw materials and those that did nabré#fe war in 1914, England had planned to give
some of the colonies under its control to Germanyider to avoid war. But this plan didn’t
succeed and the First World War evolved.
When the capitalist countries invaded other coastthey argued that they had to civilize them.
Another argument given for the invasions was thatd was overpopulation in their home country.
Whoever argued whatsoever, the injuries of impenalin practice were to be suffered by the
natives of the enslaved countries. The capitatishtries possessing colonies enjoyed the following
advantages:

(1) the opportunity to swamp new markets with theiradgpo

(2) Monopolies on raw materials

(3) Opportunities to invest excess capital

(4) Cheap workforce from the colonial countries.
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The enjoyment of these advantages, the subjugahdncolonial administration lasted, because of
troops stationed in the subjugated country. Thatgimaperialist Sir William Joynson-Hicks said
“We have conquered India by sword, now we also haveule it with the sword.” The worst
disease following imperialism was the battles of.\izarlier when there where no empires, colonies
could be invaded and subjugated without competitidat now when the monopoly capitalist
countries all practiced imperialism wars came togw.

Also the colonies were no longer easy to conquie geople came to defend their countries with
their lives. In India, Egypt and Myanmar the battfer independence became fierce. When Japan
invaded China didn’t have to fight only England, @mea, France and others but also met fierce
resistance by the natives. The imperialist warsewed to world war. In these times the people of
the world should start the great revolution chagdnom the capitalist into the communist era, Ba

Hein demanded.

Fascism

In order to eliminate the revolution went to foutite system of fascism. While the capitalist
countries England, France and America were stéppring for fascism, Germany and Italy had
already fully embraced fascism. Fascism was interideperpetuate capitalism that was about to
break down. The author demonstrates that, as there several classes under capitalism, he who
wanted to revolt against capitalism and found aroomst society has to know about the political
views and attitudes of various classes. The midldes had to depend on the capitalists as well as
on the poor for its existence. Sometimes it assediwith the capitalists, sometimes with the poor.
Under monopoly capitalism, while the capitalistscdiae richer and richer, the middle classes
became poorer and poorer.

When fascism was about to take over in Germany @00 out of 8000 graduates got a job.
Graduated engineers had to do ordinary work. OD22@chers certified in the year 1931-32 only
990 got employed. Of the graduates of 1932 45,08¢aMme unemployed. They were the ones
gathered by Hitler to form the brown shirt force.

When the capitalists provided leaders to the midties and the workers unfaithful to the working
class, fascism came into being. Fascism seducenhithdie class and the treacherous workers and
used them as the truncheons of capitalism. In stiggtauthor accuses fascism to be a system where
the capitalists pay for the middle class and teadherous workers to crush the workers unions and

their matured revolutionary spirit.
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Italian Fascism

In Italy fascism appeared earlier than in Germaitythe end of the world war the veterans,

workers, and peasants went on strike all over .Itehey went on strike because of the economic
catastrophe at the end of the war. When the sfialkeed momentum, it changed from an economic
strike into a political one. When the social dematx leading the strike joined hands with the
capitalists, the capitalists cleared away the $ad@émnocrats and founded fascism. The Italian
Revolution also fall victim. Ba Hein argues thatMiyanmar people who want the revolution should
draw a lesson from the disastrous end of the hahatter.

German Fascism

After the war the workers and soldiers revolutimoleed and succeeded in deposing the German
government that had killed many Germans in the Bat.when the capitalists installed Hitler as a
dictator in 1933 they showed the force of fascisimscism arranged with force for the capitalists
that they could order the workers around as theshed and pay them just too much to die. The
author writes that fascism is now not only in Gemynand Italy but gradually overwhelming the
whole world. Therefore he raises alarm and demawmdsybody to join the revolution it is now time

to start in order to repulse and crush fascism.

Critique
Thakhin Ba Hein’s bookDanashin lok&belongs to the category of political literatuteinstigates

the various classes of the workers, peasants, tudad politicians to participate in the battle fo
independence by shedding a light on the situatoiMyanmar in comparison with the state of
things all over the world. It is therefore that Khan Soe wrote in the introduction that the book
“Danashin lokawould be of great help to everybody participatinghe era changing revolution.
The author had entered the battle for independeimeself at the best of his ability. It was also due
to his political engagement, that he was imprisoedl it was just there in jail that he wrote the
book “Danashin lok&to support the political movement. When he waging the book Myanmar
was still enslaved under Englissi¢! G.N.] imperialism. It was also the time of exhaostafter the
war when almost every country entered the batdesréedom from capitalism and imperialism. In
the book the poverty and famine, suffering and exgtion in Myanmar and all over the world are
described as being the work of capitalism. It isveh that capitalism did not appear over night but

arose in the course of history.
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The “ages of plenty” (“Padeitha tree era”) the aieslavery, the age of landowners and the
evolvement of the capitalist era are describedetaill That the suffering experienced by present
day humans is the work of capitalism is explaineting many facts, references and proofs. It is
written that capitalism now was changing into evesrse monopoly capitalism, that imperialism
was the method of monopoly capitalism and thafptiedlem following as an annex to imperialism
was wars. This is to say that Ba Hein was a btlavm&er and wrote bravely.

The workers, peasants and poor of all countriesangkand when their views became broader they
joined the revolution and tried to erect communigmthat time monopoly capitalism was about to
collapse and created fascism as a truncheon to ttighrevolutionary forces. Therefore the main
aim of the book is to provide a clear understandafigthese various systems and political
knowledge and conscience to everybody participaimghe revolution and the erection of
communism.

It is explained that in soviet Russia the natideaders headed by Lenin crushed the terribly cruel
capitalist system with the forces of the workemsagants, the poor and the people and that other
oppressed countries should follow the Russian elgrdpstroy capitalism and erect communism.
The writer was an aroused activist for the coustiiedependence. He committed himself to
independence first participating in the studentikestand later as a member of the Bamar asi-
ayone Capitalism is clearly shown as the accused perfeetresponsible for all suffering currently
experienced. In the first chapter the origins of ttapitalist world now covering the earth are
explained thoroughly. The merit of capitalism owening various other systems was the fast
advancement of production machinery. The fault hedf tapitalist world, however, was that its
benefits were only to be enjoyed by the capitafistority and not by the poor or by the workers. If
the benefits of new production machinery were toebhpyed by all equally the capitalist world
would be a place one wants to live in. This is¢cbexmunist teaching Ba Hein principally wants to
show.

In the capitalist world the capitalists destroybd superfluous goods produced by the productive
forces instead of distributing them to the poorsdlthey hindered the development of new
machines. Ba Hein also exhorts the reader that ihé duty of man to destroy the conservative
capitalist system which destroys human societys Tdinapter hints at the evident nature of the
capitalist world.

In the second part of points out the advancemetiietlisease of capitalism to a worse stage. The

separate capitalists joined each other. The cegtgaddvanced and advanced in the very bad form
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of monopoly capitalism all over the world. It isptained that it spread to every country on its
search for new markets.

The third part describes imperialism as a problerthe annex of monopoly capitalism. Giving the
need to civilize or overpopulation and other reastirey invaded other countries. But Ba Hein
doesn't see it like this. In his view the invasiomsre because of the desire for profits, wanting to
sell processed goods at high prices and get cleapnaterials. Seen from the perspective of the
ruled colonies, this view is to be fully supportéthat is to say Ba Hein had a clear inside
knowledge of the nature of imperialism. His argumémobody can know the meanness of
imperialism as well as the natives of the enslazashtries” is very sustainable.

In the chapter “Fascism” capitalism’s deceitfulnssancovered. When the workers and poor could
no longer stand the oppression in the end, whempdople of the subjugated countries developed
broader views and knowledge, they would overthrdw tapitalist system. At that time the
successful erection of communism in soviet Russizaime an example for the downtrodden of all
countries. In order to annihilate the revolutiord aontinue to exist capitalism put up fascism. Ba
Hein also hints at the mildness in the beginninfdascism. At the beginning fascism had to
oppress the poor and the workers. When the opprebgecame unbearably harsh and the protest
increased it [fascism] announced that the greadluéen would now succeed. But German and
Italian fascism were even worse than was thoughe ®ppression became so strong that the
revolutionary forces broke apart and became extinct

It has already been mentioned that the time ofingritDanashin lok& was around 1930. At that
time Japanese fascism was only in its beginnirtgsad not yet arrived in Myanmar. At that time
the true politician Ba Hein saw, knew and thoudtdu the hostility of fascism in advance. But in
the chaos and speed of worldwide war our countd/tbanake the bitter experience of the fascist
demons cruelty. The word “Only if the thoughts elear the writing will be” has once been noted.
Criticizing the writing style of the boolDanashin lok&, the writer has to say that the thoughts and
views presented are very clear. As the membemaobmpressed nation one will suffer and hate
capitalism. As a politician struggling for indeglemce one will want to overthrow and crush
capitalism. This principle is pointed at in his tvgs. Concerning the book’s aim it is capable of
showing clearly understandable what capitalismwviggre it comes from, where it is heading for and
so on. It can show bad system’s effects listingagaaph by paragraph numbers and facts in detail.
One can not say that these listings and numbers agperfluous. They were inserted with the

intention to make everything more clear and obvious
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It can be observed that some subjects are explaigaith and again. This should be regarded as an
attempt to make text more profound. At the endeath chapter he demands to overthrow
capitalism with the workers’, peasants’ and therfsofmorces and erect communism. It is as if this
demand was not only directed to the Myanmar pedpleto the poor in the whole world. It is also
evident that politicians like Ba Hein were orientetvards the example of the communist republic
of Soviet Russia.

In brief, in those days the bookbanashin loka provided Myanmar citizens with political views
and knowledge. It was certainly supporting thosegsfling for the countries independence. We
ought to believe that the bookDanashin lok& is a part of the history of the independence

movement in Myanmar.

Present Significance
In the present the world has left thé"2fentury behind. Almost a century has passed $acdein

wrote his book Danashin lok& Time has passed and various systems have ctiambe world is
now called a global village, the IT age or globgéaThere are no more master countries. No slave
countries are left. It is also long since Myanmas Hong become an independent country
[alternative translation: “free country”; translBut how are the writings and thoughts of Ko Ba
Hein’s “Danashin lokareflected in the present world? A point worth satering.

The objective of the bookDanashin lok& was the disappearance of the bad systems coming
together with capitalism and the foundation of annmnist republican political system with equal
opportunities for all. It aimed at the eliminatiohdifferences between rich and poor in the world,
peace and the development of human civilisation.

Has capitalism and the capitalist world really gisaared? We will have to think clearly. Do people
really live in peace under the leadership of théteshNations? A point to think about. How long
could the communist republic in soviet Russia, rtiedel country of Ba Hein’s time last? Why did

it break down? A good question. Can it be denied itihtoday’s peaceful world interfering into the
internal affair of other countries by political orilitary means is not a new imperialism that has
given itself the name “democracy”? Whoever readshibok ‘Danashin loka might well compare

the era when it was written with our times. He nhiighcome aware of similar issues, forms and
concepts. Writing this critique | happen to thihlat if only Ba Hein was still alive today, he would
write a book titled “The New Capitalist World aftére 28" Century”.
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4.1. Tinya Wollweber: Commentary on Zaw Naing’'s Report e Danashin Loka

The comprehensive outline of the review provided Zaw Naing cannot conceal the overall
sympathy of the reviewer for Ba Hein and his watkile the biographical part tries to fill the gap
that exists with regards to the information onaléhor who is believed to play at least a significa
role in the intellectual history of Myanmar, theviewer rolls into one with the original author
throughout the remainder of the text.

For most parts quotations are missing and the ddcdubjunctive form make it hard to believe
that the reviewer is just summarising the opiniom aiews of Ba Hein. Even though this is
understood, they are presented as if they origifrate the reviewer, detached from the original
author. Several sections go without any mentioniinBa Hein, let alone any references.

The critique, though representing the reviewerswgoint, should be written with a certain
degree of distance between the writer and the si®tl subject. In this case the distance gets
blurred and it appears that the reviewer has éyntaiesorbed the writers viewpoint, taking over the
propaganda language (“crushed the terribly crugitakst system” p.53) which may be appropriate
for Ba Hein pursuing to spread the communist idaa dppear misplaced in a review that is
supposed to shed a critical light on the writingesgy years after. The original text was written in
the early twentieth century where the ideology ofmmunism had the appeal of being the only
political model to confront imperialism and to liage the colonised countries. This was not only
the case in Myanmar but also in Africa (many newhgated African states adopt a kind of
Stalinist/socialist regimes, Vietham and parts aitih America. Despite of the appeals that
communism/socialism had at that time, the sympé&bhythis political model was not a matter of
choice but rather the lack of it. Bereft of tragdlital structures (the colonial powers removed the
traditional elites) the choice was either to adoggpitalism or communism. As the former was in
fact the system of the colonial rulers the onlyiceavas the latter. Ba Hein has done a remarkable
work in giving the Burmese people access to tha mlecommunism and providing its historical
background. It is difficult to criticise a writtemiork which has been created in a different timenfro
now as it needs to consider the socio-politicalirsgs of that particular time. Zaw Naing correctly
acknowledges the “Danashin Loka” as part of thdeliectual) history of the independence
movement in the early 30century Myanmar (or Burma at that time). With netsato the present
significance the political stance of reviewer beesmbvious. Very critical about the western world
and what is generally believed to be democratie, rikviewer draws parallels between the old
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imperialism and the intrusion into internal matténs the western nations. Although it does not
seem to be far-fetched, it would be too simpligbcsolely oppose the west on one side and
Myanmar on the other side. We now live in a worfdsophisticated linkage of interests both on
national and international level.

Even the military rulers of Myanmar embrace captal looking for foreign investors and
foreign currencies to flow in. China is a closedoyeign power having obvious interest in the
country. But in the light of the widespread povariyMyanmar and the contrasting wealth of the
military government one would question who actudhlg imperialistic power in the country is,
seeking to exploit the resources without fair disttion.

If Ba Hein is really a writer for the people | b®le that the shift of paradigms would not have

passed by on him.

January 2007

65



Ba Hein,The World of CapitalistandHla Shwe Capitalism

IV. SOME MATERIAL FROM THE INTERNET ON RAJINI PALME DUT T

1. Vijay Singh, Record of the Discussions of Rajani Palme Dutt withiM.K.
Gandhi, Sardar Patel and Jawaharlal Nehru (4th, 8thand 9th April, 1946

Introduction
The British Communist Rajani Palme Dutt is rightynembered in this country for his book ‘India

Today’ which is still unsurpassed as a Marxistadtrction to modern Indian history finding its
match and complement only in the awesome voluma.byl. Dyakov, ‘India in the Period During
and After the Second World War 1939-1949’, Moscd®52 (in Russian). Born in Cambridge
where his father was a doctor in a working clagaafrom early childhood R.P. Dutt came into
contact with many of the legendary figures of thdian independence movement who visited this
university town A founding member of the Commurfsrty of Great Britain and an expert on
Indian questions he was a stalwart supporter ofiaimndndependence and made important
interventions in the communist movement in thisntoy notably in convincing the CPI in 1946 to
modify its approach to the Pakistan question. Despis family links with India the British
authorities did not grant him permission to visig tsubcontinent until the time of the visit of the
British Cabinet Mission in 1946. At that time hesmdice-Chairman of the Communist Party of
Great Britain. While in India R.P. Dutt functioned a correspondent dhe Daily Workerand
conducted interviews with the leadership of the @ess Party.

The interviews with the Congress leaders on the avpolitical independence and partition
indicate the political concern of R.P. Dutt to siiem the way of co-operation internationally
between the Communist movement, the democratic camilpthe national movement, and, as a
corollary of this to explore the possibilities afiildling broader links between the Congress Party
and the Communist Party of India, on lines analggtu the relations in Britain between the
Communist Party of Great Britain and the ruling dabParty in the post-war period, in order to
facilitate a broad programme of national reconsinac

This task was not an easy one because of theiooBi®f the two parties in the 1940s on the
‘August revolution’ of 1942 which was seen by thBI@Gs an event which assisted the very real

threat of the Japanese fascist invasion of India ebnjuncture when the international democratic

*http://www.revolutionarydemocracy.org/rdv11n2/duiid.htm(June 3, 2006).
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forces were exerting every nerve to defeat NazisthFascism; and, the differences of the two on
the stand to be adopted on the demand for Pakistatine Muslim League. These differences
widened as the Congress established an ‘enquitg’ ihe CPI line at the All-India Congress
Committee meeting in September 1945 and took tlugsida to bar members of the CPI from
holding positions of responsibility in the CongreBs#ferences were marked on the refusal of the
Congress Party to reach an agreement with the Musbague which contributed to the weakening
of the anti-colonial struggle against the Britisidahe failure to create a united Indian statehen t
basis of a voluntary union. The interviews revéaise frictions between the CPI and the Congress:
on Congress-League unity in addition to the tersiwhich arose from the militant role of the CPI
in the revolt of the naval ratings in 1946. Sardatel posed these questions in the sharpest fashion
The Congress Party did not join the internatiorallition against fascism on the ground that India
had not been granted independence by British irajem. In contrast, the CPI in the period 1942-
44 considered that India despite her continuedmalstatus had to take part in the struggle agains
fascism along with the United Nations. The CPlexhlfor the release of the Congress leaders and
fought for the establishment of a provisional nagilogovernment which would have enormously
bolstered the mobilisation of the people of the ntpu against the Japanese army which was
standing at the doorstep of India (and, furthesisighe fight of the Chinese people against the
Japanese occupation which was led by the Kuomingawagthe Communist Party of China). The
Indian National Army which was headed by Subhasn@he Bose and which had the backing of
Japanese fascism was regarded as functioning axljinect of Japan. The CPI took a leading role
in the fight against Japanese imperialism and aggbdise ‘August revolution’ of 1942 which was
correctly perceived as weakening the national amermational front for democracy and against
fascism. The Congress Party in 1942 denied respititysior the August events while sections of
the Congress Socialist Party and the pro-Bose Rdrnvioc whipped up national-chauvinist
passions against the CPI.

On the tactical line of the CPI regarding the réwafl August 1942, Patel, despite Nehru's
inflammatory charges in June 1945 that the CPIgiladed itself on the ‘other side’ in not leading
the 1942 ‘struggle’ and despite also the Congresasunres against the CPI in September 1945,
argued that the Congress leadership, after thémase from jail, had determined to forge an
understanding with the CPI forgetting the differenover this issue, but found that co-operation
became difficult as the CPI continued to defendtatstical stand. Patel charged the CPI with

denouncing Congressmen to the British and reaciingnderstanding with the colonial regime but
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without in any way considering it incumbent upombkelf to substantiate his allegations. The
position of Gandhi was considerably milder on thegognising that there were reasonable grounds
for the line of policy of the CPI in 1942. He didtrallude to the allegations of collaboration of th
CPI with the Home Member Maxwell. Nehru’s discussisuggest that he did not wish to repeat
his vitriolic assault on the democratic positiorighee CPI of 1942-44 in his discussions. R.P. Dutt
found that Nehru did not attempt to counter hisrgla@itique of the tactical line of the Congress
Party in 1942 and, astonishingly in view of hisnst@f the previous year, ‘appeared at heart tobe i
considerable agreement’ with his exposition. Neheryertheless, was not amenable to repudiating
the charges of CPI collaboration with the coloraathorities levelled by Sardar Patel despite the
absence of any credible evidence on this, asseavtihgthat they were widely believed by members
of the Congress Party and the Congress Sociality.Ra this instance for Nehru in the political
life of the country questions of belief held swaxepmatters of fact.

In the years prior to 1947 the CPI had forthrightigtanced itself from the multiplicity of
constructions of ‘nationalism’ rooted in chauvinisraligion and communalism which were being
advocated by the parties of imperialism, the lobalurgeoisie and landlordism. The CPI
substantiated the multinational character of thiecentinent on the basis of Marxist theory. It
opposed the twin concepts of the ‘Hindu nation’ furtvard by the Hindu Mahasabha and that of
the ‘Indian nation’ constructed by the CongresgyRdmoth of which corresponded to the interests
of the pro-imperialist big Gujarati-Marwari bourgeie desirous of inheriting the large
multinational British Indian colonial market andat&. Likewise the CPI did not embrace the
schema of the ‘Muslim nation’ supported by the NmasLeague which obscured the reality of the
existence of several nations in the project offtrenation of a semi-colonial Pakistan market and
state which was being advocated by the smaller mtynstrata of the Gujarati bourgeoisie, the
landlords of the United Provinces allied to impksia (and, later, by sections of the nascent
bourgeoisie and thptedars of Bengal who were in a position to mobilise thajonity of the
peasantry behind themselves under communal slag@hs) reactionary ‘two-nation’ theory had
been originally formulated by the pioneers of Himtmmunal-fascism such as Savarkar. It was
espoused in a big way by the Muslim League afterttiy Gujarati-Marwari bourgeoisie and the
Congress Party under the leadership of Sardar Ratdl Nehru refused to provide clear
constitutional safeguards for the bourgeoisie amdllbrds of the largest minority community. It
may be recalled that the Muslim League and the €@&msgParty had accepted the Cabinet Mission

plan of 1946 which called for a unified federal ilndhich would have weak central powers.
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The CPI considered that India was a multinatiomaintry and, as is apparent from the party’s
memorandum to the Cabinet Mission in 1946, argled & free, voluntary, democratic Indian
Union required to be constructed anchored on thietiemed right of each nation to self-
determination. According to this each nation inignthrough its own constituent assembly would
decide its own future as to whether it would jdue tndian Union, form a separate sovereign state
or join another Indian union. The CPI opposed dnitrary partition imposed by the British while
recognising that the genuine concerns of the Muskmague had to be seriously addressed in view
of the mass support that the League enjoyed artianinterests of a wider Indian unity. The
communists fought for a policy of unity between thengress Party and the Muslim League to
counter the attempts of the British to stall indegence and to divide India. The CPI failed to
persuade the Congress to accept all the implicatadna free India being a family of sovereign
states. Gandhi came close to a democratic podtioas was pointed out by P.C. Joshi in 1944 he
recognised that in the areas of Muslim majorityytisbould have the fullest right to constitute
themselves into a separate state, he further stgaptire call for the closest co-operation between
the Congress and the Muslim League on common i$8u@he principled and consistent
democratic stands of the CPI, despite a numbeawist failed before the adamant positions of the
big Gujarati-Marwari bourgeoisie and the leadersbipthe Congress Party which preferred to
exercise strong centralised industrial and politieanopoly control in a divided India rather than t
come to a compromise with those sections of theontin bourgeoisie and landlords and the
Muslim League which were legitimately desirous odtpcting their own economic, political and
administrative interests in a united Indian stateese were the circumstances which persuaded the
Indian big bourgeoisie to withdraw from supportiagunified India as envisaged by the Cabinet
Mission plan and enabled Mountbatten, on behaBrdfsh imperialism, to serially win over Sardar
Patel, Jawaharlal Nehru and Gandhi for his partiimject” The cracks between various fractions
of the Indian bourgeoisie widened with the lastdridoefore 1947. The Liaquat Ali budget, based
on the Congress Party manifesto, proposed thasindand business pay income tax on illicit war
profits and suggested the establishment of a cosiomido ferret out and recover unpaid taxes on
their black money struck at the very roots of bigjaBati-Marwari capital. The budget provoked the
big Indian bourgeoisie led by G. D. Birla to exertormous pressure on the Congress Party and
Nehru and to successfully bring them to heel betioegransfer of power.

It is interesting to note that during these intews the leadership of the Congress did not care to

contest the fundamental understanding of the CRhemational question. Gandhi, Patel and Nehru
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did, however, assail the CPI for allegedly suppagrtthe six province demand of the Muslim
League (which implied the inclusion of Assam in Btdn), an appraisal which was rejected by R.P.
Dutt on the factual basis of the CPI documents.il&ity, the Congress leaders did not express
opposition to the CPI proposals for Congress-Leaguty but protested against any electoral co-
operation between the CPI and the Muslim LeaguespDe the cordial relations of the Congress
Party and sections of the landlords, as with tigeGaijarati-Marwari bourgeoisie, Nehru objected to
the ‘electoral understandings’ of the CPI with W&l interests’ in the United Provinces and the
North-West Frontier Province. The views of Nehrud @Patel on the questions pertaining to
partition, autonomy and secession which were eliciby R.P. Dutt at press conferences and
interviews were published in the British and Indass at the time and are of considerable interest
in illumining the stands of the Congress Partylanlirink of partition and the transfer of power.

A third impediment to amicable Congress-CPI refsido which Sardar Patel refers was the
alleged use of violence by the CPI. Patel citedetk@mple of the recent strike of the Bombay naval
ratings in which he had sought to persuade the Qamsts and the Socialists not to call for an
hartal as this would result in police firing and fatalsoalties but to trust in his appeals to the
British authorities to resolve the matters. As RORtt well understood, in assailing the CPI Patel
did not care to mention that the real reason tmatcbommunists and socialists had declared for the
strike in Bombay in solidarity with the naval raggwas to forestall the attempt of the British
authorities to sink the twenty ‘mutinous’ ships alinwould have led to an even greater loss of life
than actually occurred. Sardar Patel it was appavas more concerned to uphold the authority of
the Congress Party as the leading national orgaonsas-a-visthe Communists and the Socialists
than seeking a democratic and non-sanguinary résolaf the naval ratings strike.

The interviews reveal interesting details of thditiwal mindset of the leaders of the Congress
Party: Gandhi’s stereotyped views on the politmalisions in the Soviet Union, his philosophical
anarchist views on the state wherein he demardateself from a state under Congress Party rule
and Patel's narrow conservative constitutional appn to politics, emerge in a transparent form.
Dutt had a greater empathy and rapport with Nehris discussions on international affairs in the
run-up to the Second World War when Britain endea®d to embroil Germany and the Soviet
Union in mutually destructive strife, the possiids presented by the Cripps mission. He also had
the realistic understanding that while Nehru exgeds— in words — preference for the Soviet-led
democratic camp over the US imperialédc the Indian leader had only a tepid sympathy for the
USSR.
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The fundamental hiatus between the Communist Raxdlythe Congress Party in the years prior
to 1947 on a number of questions reflected thetfedtin framing its policies the former took into
account the requirement of strengthening internatidlemocracy and the world-wide anti-fascist
front in the period of people’s war while the latsglopted a local narrow-nationalist stand. This in
turn was a reflex of the differing class basis o two parties. The CPIl as a working class party
could not support any policy which would weaken ®eviet Union, the only state where the
working class held power, just as it could not &gtihe struggles of the peoples of China, Vietham
and Indonesia who were conducting resistance mowemagainst the occupation of Japanese
fascism. The Gujarati-Marwari bourgeoisie, the lards and the Congress Party had other
priorities in the Second World War. The CPI, furtheas interested in democratic solutions to the
national question and the Pakistan question inirtterests of a wider unity of the peoples in the
subcontinent and so perforce was compelled to apphesdivisive policies of imperialism, the local
bourgeoisie, the Congress Party and the Muslim Leagich were the driving forces for partition
and the consequent formation of two antagonisticis®lonial states both of which were and are

prison-houses for the oppressed nations withirr thantiers.

Notes:

! See: ‘Indian Communists and the Congredsrld News and View$lovember 17th 1945, Volume 25, No. 45, p.:
362.

2 Cited in: Ben Bradley, ‘Gandhi-Jinnah Discussigiisid., 21st October 1944, Vol. 24, No. 43, p.: 339.

% Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, ‘India Wins Freedom’, @i Longman, New Delhi, 1972, pp.: 157-8.

* Ibid., pp.: 164-169.
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2. Paul Flewers, What R. Palme Dutt stood for

Juan Rafael Fajardo wrote: Can anyone tell me amgfabout Dutt's politics?

Indeed | can. Rajani Palme Dutt was born in 1836diad in 1974. He was of Indian and Swedish
parents. He was a brilliant student, and was sulgzefrom Oxford for opposing the First World
War. He was also a neat cartoonist as well. Chamnpgothe October Revolution, he was in the
leadership of the Communist Party of Great Brifaom an early date. He married Salme Murrik, a
Comintern operative.

Although he favourably reviewed Trotsky's “Where Bsitain Going?” in 1925, he rapidly
became an intellectual hack for whatever the Saeigime's current line happened to be, providing
sophisticated justifications of each twist and tofriMoscow policies in Labour Monthly, which,
despite not being an official CPGB magazine, héeedi

Dutt was wheeled out each time Moscow wanted almanmplemented. So he came to the fore
when the Third Period was implemented in 1928-2%lidg with those in the leadership whose
enthusiasm for the ultra-left lurch was somewhekileg. The same thing happened in 1939, where
he almost single-handedly swung the CPGB leade¢osapposing the Second World War as an
imperialist conflict.

And so on, and so on. By the late 1960s, howevih, Buro-communism starting to rise, and
certain party leaders seeing what way the wind a®ing, Dutt fell out of favour. A long-term
fan of Stalin, he never really accepted de-Staliios, and opposed the CPGB's leaders criticisms
of the crushing of the Prague Spring in 1968.

Dutt undoubtedly had a brilliant mind, but, withdaging a careerist, wasted his intellect in the
service of Stalinism. What made him run, | donown

There is a none-too-good biography of Dutt -- J@allaghanRajani Palme DuttA Study in
British Stalinism London, 1993.

! http://www.marxmail.org/archives/november98/dutnht
2 Publisher: Lawrence & Wishart. 304 pages.
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3. Jim Higgins, R.P. Dutt: Stalin’s British mouthpiece (February 1975}

“He was the working class in action, with all tHeaskles and fetters fallen: he was the spirit ef th
future age living and acting today. And therefawverkers of the world do honour and will do honour
to all that is most real and most imperishabléhantselves and their own future.”

Thus Rajani Palme Dutt in his final paragraph toohituary of Lenin published in April, 1924. It
would be pleasant to say something, less granddoigperhaps, of like of Palme Dutt himself, now
that he too is dead, if only because it is custgnaard well mannered. Unfortunately that is not
possible. In his 60-odd years in the movement Putvides an object lesson in the politics of
Stalinism and the abuse of great talent, in theiseiof those politics.

Born in 1889, he took a first class honours degte®xford but a promising academic career
was blasted when he was sent down for oppositioth¢o1914-18 war. In 1919 he was made
international secretary of the Labour Research Bey@mnt, a post where he contracted his life long
love of all things Russian. A foundation membeth& Communist Party, he almost certainly owed
his advancement to his Russian connection. Debgteomparative youth and lack of following in
the party he became in 1921, editor of the themaktnagazine Labour Monthly. The following
year he was appointed chairman of the party conomssn organisation. Together with Harry
Pollitt and Hubert Inkpin he was charged with thgktof implementing the organisational theses of
the Comintern. After six months of almost continsiaession Dutt drafted the report that was
accepted without dissent by a special party contereln many ways the report went a long way to
overcome the loose federalism of the party’s ggagcal branches. Functional work groups, with
effective command structures and reporting werabished. Nevertheless, the report had a strong
“Russian” flavour, in content if not in style. Natl the recommendations were implemented and
even so subsequent party congresses were muchisexkrmitigating the rigours of the “Dutt-
Pollitt” report.

In the streamlined “bolshevised” party that came afuhe re-organisation, all three signatories
reaped the reward of their work. Inkpin was eleatbdirman of the Central Control Commission
Dutt and Pollitt were elected to the party exeaitiVhus started the long and close association
between Dutt and Pollitt. Palme Dutt, the cool lietdual with a facility for theoretical expositipn

with friends in the Kremlin and Pollitt the taledtmass agitator and organiser.

! http://listserv.cddc.vt.edu/marxists/cd/cd1/Libranghive/higgins/1975/02/dutt.htrfrom International Socialism
(1st series), February 1975.
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As a member of the executive and editor of Labowntily Dutt occupied the role of leading
theoretician as populariser and apologist for ihe bf the Comintern in whatever direction it
happened to be moving. Labour Monthly in the egdgrs was required reading for anyone with a
theoretical turn of mind and a desire to see the¢orged into practice. At one time or another
almost every ‘left’ wrote for the magazine, andhe process exposed themselves more effectively
than volumes of Marxist critique. At no time, howeydid Labour Monthly stray far from the line
of Palme Dutt’s Russian mentors. Not a single Zi@omintern policy, not yet a zag or even both
at the same time failed to find support in tHetes of the Montimodestly signed “RPD”. The
Anglo-Russian Committee, policy towards the TUCHtY4& the so-called “third period” policy of
“class against class” and the “popular front”,\a#ire joyfully taken on board and extolled as the
latest revealed truth. Even so if the Notes wergylacomplex and seemed more an exercise in
squaring the circle than dialectics they were gd#ng if only to try and see how the trick was
done.

As a fluent Russian speaker Dutt was well placed sk with and interpreter of the directives
emanating from Moscow. That this was not alwaysreqgipted by less loftily connected comrades
is evident from the words of Ernie Cant (Londontbé$ Secretary): “... once again Comrade Dutt
intervenes at the last minute in a party discusstoossing the t's and dotting the i's and giving
pontifical blessing to Comrade Pollitt. But ComraDett has not only been divorced from the
masses he has been divorced from the actual lifeeoparty for a considerable period — he knows
only resolutions, theses, ballot results and nepepalippings.” But as every Catholic knows and
perhaps Ernie cant had forgotten, the “pontiff’sgbits authority from God. RPD’s deity was in
Moscow and smiling on his protége.

Interestingly enough the dispute that occasioneat’€autburst occurred in 1929. It concerned
the lack of fervour with which the British CP leasleip were introducing the “third period” policy.
Dutt, Page Arnot and J.T. Murphy led the “ultratledbpposition of Comintern loyalists. So
acrimonious did the dispute become that it findlpd to be sorted out in Moscow. There the
majority of the leadership was transformed intoiaarty. Harry Pollitt who changed sides just in
time was made party secretary, the dissident edelship being dumped.

Always a prolific writer, Dutt was in his elemenis}ifying the unjustifiable during the whole of
the “third period”. If party membership declinedhdait did, the party was stronger, because purer.
If fascism succeeded in Germany, all to the goathbse: “After Hitler, us”. In this last context

Dutt spent some time preparing a book proving thjeatively fascist nature of social democracy,
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only to find that when the volume was published‘thed period” had evaporated into the gaseous
vapours of the “popular front”. The prospect oftsacfailure of vision must disturb the sleep of all
votaries of capricious gods.

But the lurch from ultra-left idiocy of “social fasm” to the social pacifism of the “popular
front” was a contradiction easily encompassed itt’Bown special dialectic.

Together with D.N. Pritt he was an enthusiasticlagiet for the Moscow frame-up trials.
Russian communists he had known, some as friensipmeared in the horror of the great purge,
not a words, not a whisper escaped Dutt’s lipsi®pbkn to indicate anything but peace and socialist
construction were going on in Russia under the ewlan beneficence of Joe Stalin.

The fruitful partnership with Harry Pollitt was errupted in 1939. Harry with a logicality that
years or training had failed to completely overcdmad decided, at the outbreak of hostilities, that
the war being against fascists must be, an antide/ar and so proclaimed it. He had, however,
neglected the fact that the Stalin-Ribbentrop pact been signed. Germany and Russia had a non-
aggression pact. Palme Dutt, more versed in thealsgcharacterised the war as “imperialist”.
Pollitt was removed from the secretaryship andrnetd to boiler making, while Dutt took over his
job, a situation that lasted until Russia entered war when its character was immediately
transformed into an anti-fascist crusade.

To chronicle each twist and turn of Palme Dutt'sat®n to the line from Moscow would be
repetitive and tedious. Suffice to say his lastdmgvice to the Russian comrades was in 1956 when
he stumped the country, attempting to calm thesfelmparty members distressed by Khruschev’s
revelations at the 20th Party Congress and thei&ussushing of the Hungarian revolution. Palme
Dutt’'s discourse in justification of Stalin, wasdwm as the “spots on the sun” speech. The sun,
according to Dutt, is the source of energy, lifgvgh and was an all round good thing to have;
nevertheless, there are spots on the sun: so itmthsStalin. The argument, for once, did not go
down well with the comrades. Over 7,000 left thetyp@nd the monolith cracked in a way that
defied restoration.

Dutt went on of course; he still edited Labour Maptand wrote his increasingly tediol®tes
of the Month But it was not the same. Russians with H bomlb $putniks have less need of
foreign communist parties. The central links weakkrnthe party virtually rudderless, discipline
almost non-existent, Palme Dutt’s last days musetmeen sad indeed. He surfaced briefly in 1969
to attack the party leadership for not supporthig Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia at the party

congress that year. It was a last very faint hurrah
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Intellectually Palme Dutt had all the equipment penetrating analysis and a dedication worthy of
better causes. He lived through and did his smaift jn assisting the degeneration of official
Communism into the grotesque caricature thattdsy.

It is appropriate to conclude by quoting again frBfD’s obituary of Lenin, words that were
strikingly prophetic and that he would have dond wehave taken to heart.

“Hideous things will be proclaimed and advocatedhe name of Leninism. All the traitors to
socialist principles will endeavor to hide themsshbehind the man who was bigger than formulas.
The audacious compromises of an indomitable fighték be made the excuse for the dirty

compacts of petty bargainers and timid self-seekei@w very true.
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V. APPENDIX 1: Material on Hla Shwe, Capitalism

1. Kyaw Hoe, Bibliographical Information

Translated from Kyaw Hoe’s Nagani bibliography @40 by Gunnar Peters

20)Hla Shwe, Dr.: Capitalism Author: Hla Shwe; Yangon, Nagani 1939; 44 p.
Published by Nagani Book Club on Aprif,11939 with 5000 copies; price 3 Annas.

A book written by student leader Ko Hla Shwe, alsimaoklet of less than 50 pages, describing the
living conditions of the rich and the poor, theatof the exploitation by the capitalists and the
suffering of the workers. It compares the socialistd the capitalist ideologies, explains the
capitalist western countries. Nagani, which candiWvdescribe the cruelty of capitalism, shows
that Myanmar independence will not be a revolutbthe rich, but that after gaining independence
it will lead to the possibility of building a sodist country. This little book is a socialist prazanda

text.
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2. Htet Htet Aung: Review of “Dhanashinwada” (TheCapitalism) by Hla Shwe

(Translation: Master Group Yangon)

The book entitled “Dhanashinwada” (The Capitalismas published by Nagani Publishing House.
The date of printing was not mentioned in the oribook. However, it can be estimated that it
was brought out during 1939, just before the ouathref Second World War. The author had not
only studied leftist literature, but also was adieg politician who had actively taken part in the
independence struggle.

In the book, the author approaches and preseess idnd ways of thinking of capitalism
from the historical point of view. Under the Brhisolonialists, Myanmar was exploited in all
guarters. The gap in living standard between theleyer and the employees, the inequality of
rights between the landlord and the farmers, stneges suffered by the public in food, clothing
and shelter, the accumulation of more and more tivday the wealthy persons and rampant
unemployment are the characteristics of capitaliShe author compiled the book with intent to
make these facts known. Thus, he has mentioneairhign unequivocal terms as follows:

“I have compiled this small work to highlight the factors - how the capitalists
established their government, when the capitalistsemerged, how they exploited the
impoverished and why secular peace and welfare didot flourish in every country where
capitalists existed.”

Accordingly, this book provides Myanmar nationafghe colonial era with insight into the
root cause of the emergence of capitalism, charatits of capitalism, the events of the poor
general public getting poorer and poorer and tHiiqed chaos that persisted up to the time of the
world wars.

In compiling the book, the author has sketchedchgha in Myanmar political scene in the
colonial era. These changes indicated a tendensyrtts a change into communal system
(communism), stemming from the revolt of poor wasgkbelonging to various classes. Of the three
kinds of transformation into the communal systeramaly—ideological revolution, political
revolution and technical revolution, the generalisipg of all workers in Myanmar, as the author
points out, bore the nature of the ideological hetton. He has informed the readers of the essence
of Myanmar’s independence, which does not mean i@ rcleange into the formation of a Brown
government, in place of the White government, argdeiad, it is aimed at constructing a secular
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communal state, emancipated from all troubles amsgnmes such as unemployment, infliction of

diseases, starvation, loss of lives and scarcifyraperty.

Brief Biography of the Author

Hla Shwe, who compiled this book, was a studerddeawho bore himself, as other resistance-
fighters did, as a master (Thakin) in defiancehaf British colonialists, and assumed the honorific
“Thakin” before his name. He also acted as the @ran of the All-Burma Student Union as well
as the Universities Student Union. He was popuddiAanarshin Hla Shwe” (Arnarshin means one
who wields power) as he could win the public trbgtgiving seditious speeches. He obtained a
bachelor's degree in medicine from the InstituteMédicine in 1939. He served duties as a
specialist surgeon at Yangon General Hospital. idé ith 1949 in a plane crash at the Arabian Gulf
on his way to the University of Minnesota, the @ditStates, to pursue further studies in surgery.
The book “Zanee maun hnan yar thet pan” (Life-létapppiness for the Married Couple), written
by Dr. Hla Shwe, is a significant book on mediadlieation.

A Summary of “Dhanashinwada”
The capitalist system began with the engagementookers at extremely low wages, exploitation
of the peasants and rural populace, and monopoizatf all economic enterprises, benefitting
from human labour. In countries where capitalisteed, shipping companies, rail transport and
banking services, timber mills, oil and mineral ibesses, etc, which played the essential rolean th
economy, were owned by the minority capitalistse Tiajority impoverished people had to rely on
the capitalist businesses, and were contented thiéh wages they paid. Subsequent to the
emergence of markets where goods were tradedatiapliusinesses grew further. Capitalists and
landlords came to possess factories and wide B&gtof farmlands. They took advantage in every
possible way the labour of workers and peasants wbrked at their factories and on their
farmlands. The destiny of thousands of workers peasants fell in the hand of capitalists. Poor
workers and peasants, without any capital, haelipan their labour and perseverance, struggling
just above subsistence.

As the capitalists earned money, basing on theulabf the poor classes, their businesses
grew larger and larger as the number of personshalao sell their labour increased. Thus, Stalin
mentioned, “In capitalist countries, human laboas lbbecome a commodity for sale.” Lenin, too,

said, “Wage earners sell their labour for the bemdfthe capitalists. On selling thus, they had to
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work more time by the hour every day to be ablgeb profits for their subsistence. (Of the 10
working hours, “4 hours” was for the workers and tkmaining “6 hours” was for the employer.)
Thus, the capitalists accumulated more money fitwarektra working hours.” In this way, an image
of a conflict appeared between the minority cagitaland the majority workers.

With the monetary profits thus gained, the cajsitalextended their businesses. Part of their
profits was spent for the military, the police ahé administrative bodies so as to perpetuate the
capitalist government. They did not encourage tber people for their progress in wealth and
status. Over time, it came to the stage of thedestrength between socialism (communism) and
the ideology that favoured the capitalist governmen

The capitalists, too, were competing one anotBigr merchants sold their goods at reduced
prices so that small merchants would not rear theiads. Factories and farmlands of small
capitalists fell into the hands of big capitalistéhen there were no rivals, big capitalists hikieel t
prices a gain. As the poor workers had to buy espe commodities, they suffered more
hardships in their living.

The capitalists entered into serious competitiombey were enlightened that mass
production was possible by using machines and ewgmp. They devised various kinds of
machinery and equipment competitively. They camege machines in the production of goods.
With the machines replacing human, the labour ofkexs became a surplus. Then, the capitalists
dismissed surplus workers, and the number of jgbjgersons had increased, and again, more
products were turned out by the competitive usemaé€hines. However, demand fell owing to the
increase in persons suffering from hardships. @nather hand, the capitalists were reluctant to
bring down the prices, and eventually, proppedhgpciapitalist system by destroying the goods.

By their incessant attempts of self-seeking, manegirculation fell into the hands of the
capitalists. The majority poor persons ran shomohey. The time then was said to be “a terrible,
stringent era.” Such eras of stringency and hapdsbcurred once in every seven, eight, ten or 12
years because of the accumulation of money in dpétadists’ hands. For instance, the world in
history experienced economic depression in 18286,18847, 1866, 1873, 1890, 1900, 1907, 1914,
1921 and 1929. Capitalism continued to exist du¢h® following factors: The Japanese were
attacking China, coveting its natural resources; @ermans occupied Rheilin region and Austria,
and the Spanish capitalists, assisted by theirtegparts of Germany and lItaly, revolted against the
Spanish government which was weak in means and ynétence, economic depressions caused

the proletariat to become poorer and poorer. Adsehevents aroused to great extent the will of the
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impoverished class to rise up against the capialis

There also appeared a custom of joining forces ngmaoapitalists. They established
companies and came to control goods. The rise ahdffprices was manipulated by companies.
Over half of the money in circulation was in thentia of these companies. In America in 1900,
capitalist companies owned 54 percent of the gladsstry, 50 percent of the textile industry, 60
percent of the paper industry, 62 percent of thoal fmdustry and 84 percent of the iron industry.
The American Standard Oil and British Royal Dutdiels owned more than half of the fisheries
industry of all countries except Russia. Compamibeh monopolized one single product came to
look for colonies with the aims—to engage workdrsheap wages; to procure raw materials; and
to extend markets. So Lenin remarked that competigéistablishment of companies by capitalists
bred colonialism.

Thus, rivalries in trade led to the emergenceaojé companies in partnership and in the
same way, competitions among banks caused merfijbenks. As the companies relying on these
banks increased in number, the banks came to gdakiereconomy of the respective country and
moved further up to the stage of dominating the megions. The expansion of areas could be
attributed to the financial strength of the banks.

There were few conflicts among capitalist coustg to 1900, though they exported goods
to other countries and sought areas where raw astevere available. Following this period,
intense competition came about among England, Gerraad France. Restrictions were imposed
by law on trade between one country and anothee @G#pitalists showed great interest in
colonizing countries where there were fewer caigif®l virgin land was rich, wages were low and
the economy was underdeveloped. They invested lamgeunts of money in these countries,
opening work stations, and built up armed forceddfend their businesses. They formed air forces
with the pretext of protecting imports and expoFigally, they seized the entire country.

However, the workers in masses in the entire woidd come united in factories and
workshops. They had already set up the consolidatelers’ mass, after revealing their feelings
and sufferings. The spirit had been strengthenednabat capitalism. The proletariat had to assume
the leadership role in establishing communism.dswot an easy matter for the middle class, small
merchants and farmers who owned land to bear resolind in revolution because they tended to
align to the powerful side lest their wealth midie destroyed. Hence, the strength of workers
played the pivotal role in establishing communigtem. As the poor workers who accounted for

five sixths of the world population had been unjtde great strike of the poor would soon come
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about with the collapse of capitalist governments.

Review

The book “Dhanashinwada”, compiled by Hla Shwe, €aut in consonance with the Myanmar
situation in the colonial era. It was a time wipople were resorting to all means and ideas to
liberate themselves from the colonial rule. It walso a propaganda publication, exhorting
Myanmar independence fighting forces to orient tmlsathe communist path. He explicitly
mentioned that the people should not be contentdg with the Brown government coming to
power after toppling the White government, andeadtmust strive to set up a communist system
which formed the political revolution. To accomplikis aims, the author enlightened the readers to
the facts — the events leading to the emergencecapitalism, disadvantages of capitalism,
exploitation over workers and peasants in capitalintries, economic depressions caused by
capitalism, and efforts to be made to combat ckgmiaby the communist system which encouraged
the affair of the poor people’s coming to powerekpressing these facts, the author has referred to
the statements made by the world-famous commueasielrs.

The book “Dhanashin” coincided with the contemppiolitical situation in Myanmar. The
author opened the eyes of Myanmar people to theactmistics of the British, residents of a
capitalist country. The economic system being jsadtthen was of the type of the British capitalist
system. Thus, the book incited the Myanmars toltegainst the British, after comprehending the
disadvantages of capitalism and the way the cagigadxploited the people.

Though the book does not serve as one suitecetprisent era, it should be recognized as

an instrument that could effectively point out Hetbacks of a system.
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VI. APPENDICES 2

Appendix 1

SHORT INFORMATION on the MAKING of the BOOK REPORTS

CHOSEN BOOKS from the bibliography will be provided a lending basis by the manager [or for
people in Myanmar through the Myanmar Book Centrgangon (55 Baho Road; telephone 221-
271, 212-409)].

TWO REPORTS on each book by different persons erepded.

LENGHT: 8,000 to 12,000 words (plus special spdagsired);

LANGUAGE of PUBLICATION: English; manuscripts in Myimar language will be translated,;
CRITERIA (must not slavishly be observed):

1. Biographical information about the author/tranglatmd other contributors;

2. Information about the non-Myanmar sources useterbbok; (if the book is a translation,
the original English version will be provided, tabpossible;)

3. Summary of the book’s contents;

4. Information about the special aim and intended ichp&the book at the time of
publication;

5. How are foreign terms and concepts translatedamsformed into the Myanmar language
and the Myanmar context? (May be omitted!)

6. Personal assessment by the reviewer of the baoikngact on later times and its meaning
for today

DEADLINE of DELIVERY of the REPORT: December 31,@0(the deadline can be extended);

DELIVERY of the REPORTS DRAFTED: Directly to the meger of the project by email or
through the Myanmar Book Centre.

COMMENTS and EDITING: The reports will be commentgzbn by another person. The reviewer
may react on the comments and answer the questsons or she likes. The responsibility for the
final editing of the reports is with the project mager.

REWARD: As a financial reward, each reviewer witeive 50 US $ at the time of submitting the
book report and 30 US $ after the final editing.
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OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS like recollections of elder ge®, who remember the impact of
Nagani on their life, and essays on subjects rélat¢he club (Nagani Song, Nagani Magazine, the
role of literature in disseminating knowledge in &mynar, etc.) are very much appreciated.
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Appendix 2

INFORMATION about COMMENTARIES on BOOK REPORTS

1. The commentaries asked for shall serve two aims

First (and most important): To start a dialogueMyranmar's intellectual and literary
heritage between interested people inside anddsutgiMyanmar.

Second (and important, too): To check the claritihe report with regard to the intended
publication.

Therefore, the commentator should be interest&lirma affairs and in the general topic of
the respective book, but must not know anythinguaiis specific content.

2. Length of each commentary: Must not exceed theesphthis paper.
3. Some hints that may be useful to observe in wriirpmmentary:
Are their any questions that are brought up byireathe report?
If yes, what kind of questions do arise?

Are the criteria listed in the “Short information the making of book reports” (see
attachment) met by the book report?

What information on the book report do | find irg@sting/exciting or
unnecessary/redundant?

Is there anything that | would recommend to thdaubf the report?
Delivery of the commentary: It would be appreciafatie commentaries could be sent by email to
the above mentioned email address. If the auththveofeport chooses to react on the commentary,
the commentator will be informed.
Affairs to come: All participants will be informeatbout the development of the publishing process

of the reports and are invited to participate itufa deliberations and activities. - Questions and
recommendations are very much appreciated.
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MYANMAR LITERATURE PROJECT

Starting with an investigation into the NAGANI BOGBLUB

The project's
Working Papers
are published by
theDepartment of Southeast Asian Studiesf Passau University

Already Published:
No. 10:1, An Introduction into the Nagani Book Club

No. 10:2, Thein Pe&aya LurandMember of Parliament

Forthcoming:

No 10:4, Thein PeStudent Boycotterl@wo Volumes)
No. 10:5, Ba Khaingpolitical History of Burma
Some Nagani Books
were scanned and are available on CD.

For details contact

habezett@t-online.de

All Working Papers published until now are avai&abl
at
http://www.zoellner-online.org/mlp.htm
and at the Online Burma Library
http://www.burmalibrary.org/show.php?cat=2083
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INVITATION

Readers are invited to participate in the projgct b

writing comments and criticismson the contents of
this and other volumes of this series;
contributingessayn Burmese/Myanmar literature
as a medium between the international world and
Burmese society;

providing material that sheds more light on the
Nagani Book Club, its context and impact on
Burmese intellectual and literary life;

offering assistanceas translators and commentators
of book reports.

For contributions and questions, please contact:

Dr. Hans-Bernd Zdllner
University of Passau

Phone: +49-40-8317961
Fax: +49-40-84051735
Email: habezett@t-online.de
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