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�
  INTRODUCTION  (Hans-Bernd Zöllner) 

Numbers, Genres, and Emotions 

This small paper has some similarities to its predecessor in this series: Ba Hein’s work on the 

“Students’ Revolution”. It is a short booklet dealing with a current event happening in the year 1300 

of the Burmese era (A.D. 1938), circulated in rather great numbers and reprinted in successive 

editions. 

The riots described and analyzed in the booklet started on July 26, 1938, with a mass meeting 

attended by some 10,000 people, including 1,500 monks, at the Shwedagon Pagoda in Rangoon, 

which spread to all over Burma and continued until mid-August. On September 2, new incidents 

broke out in Rangoon which lasted until September 9.1  

The first edition of Thein Pe’s book was printed in September 1938 with an initial print run of 5,000 

copies. Since the booklet mentions the renewed outbreak of riots in September, it can be assumed 

that the first edition of the booklet was published around September 15. The Burma Catalogue of 

Books mentions that on September 19, 1938, 10,000 copies of the book were printed. As the cover 

indicated, the first edition comprised 5,000 copies. Since Thein Pe needed both some time to write 

the text and the use of a printers’ shop to print it, one can conclude that the pamphlet was written 

shortly after the events and that within some 14 days in the second half of September at least 45,000 

copies were printed, as is shown by the cover of the 5th edition, from which the copy used in this 

paper is taken. Kyaw Hoe tells us that some 100,000 copies in total were printed by Nagani, and - at 

least - 1,000 copies were printed by another publisher. By contrast, some 50,000 copies of Ba 

Hein’s work may have been distributed.  

This booklet, therefore, can be regarded as the print product with the highest recorded circulation in 

Burmese history, not only over a one-month period but over a full year. The high circulation was 

not due to the literary quality of the brochure, but because of its topic. It was a pamphlet on a 

current and hotly debated issue, as was Ba Hein’s work on the “Students’ Revolution” several 

months later. The high numbers in which this booklet was printed thus reflects the degree of public 

significance accorded to the issue dealt with in the text. It reflects the enormous emotional charge 

                                                 
1 For accounts of the events see Interim Report of the Riot Inquiry Committee (1939). Rangoon: Supdt, Govt. Printing 
and Stationary, Burma; Final Report of the Riot Inquiry Committee (1939). Rangoon: Supdt, Govt. Printing and 
Stationary, Burma; Cady, John F. (1965³): A history of modern Burma. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, pp. 393-402; 
Khin Yi (1988): The Dobama Movement in Burma (1930-1938). Ithaca: Cornell University Press, pp. 94-98. 
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connected with the attacks of Burman Buddhists onagainst Indian Muslims and some other Indians. 

Additional Information on Nagani 

Looking at the book’s topic from an academic angle, it can be discussed in a variety of ways. Before 

pointing out some of them, a peek shall be taken at some additional information on the “Nagani 

enterprise” given on the jacket of the book (see below, II.2).1 

The front and back page of the booklet inform the reader about the people, who agree with the 

author’s assessment of the riots. On the front page, three names are given: Ko Nu, Ko Aung San, 

and Thakin Tin Maung. These three names are mentioned again on the back page, this time together 

with their function, and, accordingly, in a different order.  

Nagani was thus conceptualized as a collective entity, a dragon with many heads, so to speak. This 

assumption is underlined by the summary of the aims of the enterprise: The Book Club’s aim was to 

pave the way for a new era based on freedom for all, development, and peace, having eliminated the 

evils of poverty, sickness, and backwardness through proper education. 

On the other hand, the “heads of the dragon” were not equal and were thus used for different 

purposes. Nu, Aung San, and Thakin Tin Maung were regarded as the most prominent by the editors 

as indicated by the mention of their names appear on the booklet’s cover. The mentioning of the 

first two can be regarded as a case of noteworthy foresight, given that Aung San led Burma’s 

struggle for independence and Nu became the country’s first Prime Minister in 1948 after Aung 

San’s assassination. Both of them became prominent during the students’ strike of 1936. Thakin Tin 

Maung, born 1918, was the youngest of the three.2 He was still a student at that time and became a 

member of the Dobama Asiayone before Aung San and Nu joined the organisation in early October 

1938. He therefore can be regarded as one of the first students who entered the organisation. It has 

not yet been discovered what kind of personal fame led to his name being placed alongside those of 

the other (ex-) student leaders. Maybe it was simply the fact that he was regarded as one of the 

young “progressive leaders” of that time who had already joined the avant-garde Dobama 

organisation and thus represented youth and commitment to the national cause. Nu and Aung San 

had proved their dedication during and after the student strike. Both of them joined the organisation 

shortly after the riots and the publication dealing with it in early October 1938. Tin Maung must 

                                                 
1 For a general overview of the Nagani Book Club, see vol. 1 of this series. A supplementary volume containing some more 

documents and assessments of the Book Club will be published in due course. 
2 For a biographical note on Thakin Tin Maung see Who’s Who in Burma 1961. Rangoon: People’s Literature Committee 

and House, pp. 99-100. 
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have been attributed with great qualities because in early 1939 he was elected General Secretary of 

the Dobama instead of Aung San for a short time after the arrest of all members of the association’s 

Executive Committee.1  

Anyway, the names on book’s the cover reflect the popularity of the promising leaders of that time. 

The names on the back page, however, point to another complementary criterion. There the 

functions of six of the book’s supporters are listed. First the names of two Nagani functionaries 

(Tun Aye and Tun Shwe) are listed, followed by Tun Ohn as secretary of the “University 

Cooperative Society”2, Thakin Tin Maung representing the Dobama association, and Aung San and 

Ba Hein, who were the head of the national and Rangoon’s university unions. Finally, the names of 

three other “progressive leaders” are presented: Htein Win3, Maung Nu, and Ba Swe4. They, 

however, did not hold any office at that time. 

All these men were in their early twenties, Maung Nu, born 1907, being the only exception. They 

represented the “Young Burma” on which many people pinned their hopes. 5 The older politicians, 

however, even those in the Dobama, were regarded as selfish by the public. This selfishness, it was 

argued, had resulted in the split of the organisation shortly before the outbreak of the riots.6 Thein 

Pe’s book on the riots was thus endorsed by the future leaders of Burma. The booklet was turned 

into a semi-official document and the Nagani Book Club became not only the publishing agency, 

but also the mouthpiece of the progressive movement. 

                                                 
1 Khin Yi 1988, p. 122. 
2 According to Nu, Tun Ohn was a close friend of Nu and worked with him after the students’ strike of 1936 together with 

Hla Pe on the project to establish a national university (Nu, Saturday’s Son. Memoirs of the Former Prime Minister of 
Burma. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, p. 80 and 292, 

3 Htein Win was a co-founder of the Nagani Book Club and a Thakin. He had joined Nu, Tun Ohn and Hla Pe in burning 
the Union Jack on April 1, 1937 on the occasion of the implementation of the constitution under which Burma was 
separated from India. In late 1938, he accompanied Thakin Soe to meet the striking oilfield workers on their march to 
Rangoon (see Working Papers 3 and 11). 

4 Ba Swe, born 1915, was a student at that time. He became prominent in December 1938 when he went to Magwe together 
with Ba Hein to meet the striking workers (see Working Papers 3 and 11 of this series) and was elected General 
Secretary of the All Burma Students’ Union in 1939. After the war, he was minister in Nu’s cabinet and Prime Minister 
between June 1956 and February 1957 in place of Nu who retired for some time in order to reorganise the AFPFL. 
5 Ratana Sein, a columnist of the newspaper New Burma, wrote on October 5, 1938, after Aung San, Nu and Hla Pe, 
had joined the Dobama: “Speaking of Thakins, it is not a wonder to hear that eccentric socialist baker, that bachelor of 
struggle for existence (B.S.E) student Aung San turns himself into a Thakin. Why a sudden resignation? [from students’ 
politics; editor’s note] [...] Dobama Asiayone, is becoming day by day, a refuge of unemployeds, an asylum of the 
humiliated, a shelter for the poor, a stronghold and the shrine of Thakinism - a cult of Dobama - the Neo-Alaungpayism 
[Alaungpaya was the founder of the last Burmese dynasty; editor’s note] which sometimes sounds fascistic. - The three 
new Thakin musceteers - Thakin Nu (Nagani Nu elsewhere); Thakin Aung San, Thakin Hla Pe (Calcutta) - leader, 
organiser, propagandist (perhaps in consonance with the teachings of MEIN KAMPF) have recently vowed to heaven to 
fight imperialism at all risks. I admire their outspokenness [...] In place of veteran workers as Thakin Ba Sein and 
Thakin Thein Maung, three young workers have come up. Will there be a turn towards the Right in Thakin Movement?” 

6 On the split of the Dobama see Khin Yi 1988, pp. 84-94. 
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This interpretation is corroborated by the fact that some of these young people represented 

“Nagani” in political meetings. As early as March 1938, Htein Win represented Nagani in a 

committee inviting people to a mass meeting in support of striking workers.1 Author Thein Pe  

represented the Nagani Book Club in a meeting of parties on September 15 opposing the Burmese 

government, under the leadership of Dr. Ba Maw as one of two Secretaries. At the meeting 

resolutions were passed condemning the government’s actions during and after the riots.2 

In the end the Nagani Book Club turned into a political institution in the second half of 1938 in 

connection with the diverse forms of unrest happening that year. Three aspects of this 

“institutionalisation” can be distinguished.  

Another Invitation for Further Studies 

As with the other papers of the Myanmar Literature Project, this volume also intends to provide 

study material. The Burmese text of Thein Pe’s booklet may be used in Burmese language courses 

on a higher level, and Tin Htway’s translation of 1969 may serve as a stimulus to test alternative 

translations of the text. In both cases, the linguistic exercise can be easily combined with some 

other stimulating assignments.3 The following remarks point to some subjects of interest and should 

be seen as a call for essays that may be published in this Working Paper. 

First of all, the texts provide an opportunity to contrast the two volumes that contain the findings of 

the official Committee established by the Government and the view of the young and progressive 

future leadership of Burma contained in the booklet introduced here. The official report was 

published much later as a result of a very thorough investigation byof a group of Burmese and 

(Burmese-)Indian members and a British lawyer. The group published a preliminary report very 

quickly because the events that had happened were considered very sensitive and dangerous. This 

underlines the observation on the high numbers of copies printed and the high degree of passion 

that fueled the riots. 

As a starting point forof such a comparison, two contrasting remarks may be helpful. Thein Pe’s 

analysis as well as the Committee’s report concentrate on the rationally ascertainable root causes of 

                                                 
1 Khin Yi 1988, p. 72, 
2 Robert Taylor (1974) The Relationship between Burmese Social Classes and British-Indian Policy on the Behavior of the 

Burmese Political Elite, 1937-1942. Ph.D. Dissertation: Cornell University, p. 305. 
3 For the same purpose, it is intended to complement Working Paper 8, which contains two translations each of a articles 

from a booklet on “World War and Burma” written by Aung San, Ba Maw and Ba Khine with the original Burmese text. 
The Burmese originals of other Nagani books are available as well. For details, please contact the editor (habezett@t-
online.de). 
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the conflict. Nevertheless, both draw antithetical conclusions. This is indicated by one of the 

resolutions passed during the meeting of opposition leaders on September 15, in which Thein Pe 

participated. It stated that the official Committee should be boycotted by the people because its 

members were close to the government. This resolution was passed even before the members of the 

Committee were named. 

Another interesting exercise would be to find out whether or not Thein Pe’s writing fits into the 

many works on Burmese-Indian relations.1 It can be noted that in Moshe Yagar’s work, the only one 

available up to now dealing exclusively with Indian Muslims in Burma, Thein Pe’s work is not 

taken into account. 

Furthermore, a study of Thein Pe’s exposition could be considered in various contexts. First of all 

one may wonder how it relates to the novel that made him famous — Thetpongyi, Modern Monk.  

Reformist monks started the unrest, but their role is - in contrast to the official report - rather 

downplayed by him. Moreover, the impact of this widely distributed book on Thein Pe’s further 

career as a writer should be evaluated in an as-yet unwritten authoritative biography of the political 

writer. Finally, it can be mentioned that the time of the riots is the setting of a short story written by 

Ba Hein that is published in Working Paper 11. 

Lastly, the booklet could be useful for further investigation into the triad of communalism, religion, 

and ethnicity that did not only heavily influence the course of history in Burma, but in other multi-

ethnic and multi-religious societies as well. 

 

Hamburg, September 2008 

 

                                                 
1 See Moshe Yegar (1972) The Muslims of Burma. A Study of a Minority Group. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz; Walter 
Ratgun Desai (1954) India and Burma. A Study Published under the Auspices of the Indian Council of World Affairs. 
Bombay: Orient Longmans; Nalini Ranjan Chakravarti (1971) The Indian Minority in Burma. The Rise and Decline of 
an Immigrant Community. London: Oxford University Press; Rajshekhar (2006) Myanmar's nationalist movement 
(1906-1948) and India. New Delhi: South Asian Publishers. 
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��
  MATERIAL ON THEIN PE, INDO-BURMAN CONFLICT 

1. Kyaw Hoe, Bibliographical Information 

Translation: Hninsi von Marschall 

 

12) Thein Pe Myint: Indo-Burman Conflict, written by Maung Thein Pe. Yangon, Nagani 1938; 24 

pp. (Kala-Bamar-Taik-Pwe, translated as “Indo-Burman Conflict”)1 

 

On the cover of the book, it was mentioned that young rising leaders such as Ko Nu, Ko Aung San, 

Thakin Tin Maung have approved of what was written in this book. About 45.000 books have been 

published in many editions. 

On the inner side of the cover it was written “Testimony” – we agreed and supported what Maung 

Thein Pe has written in “Indo-Burman Conflict” and we took responsibility in publishing the book. 

Beneath, the names of nine persons who belonged to Nagani members and young rising leaders 

were mentioned. Many copies of this book were published so that it should be known who was the 

main culprit of the conflict and the crisis through which the Burmese people were suffering in the 

Colony. The book was distributed among the Nagani members free of charge and was sold with 2 

pyas in public. It was also requested to print more copies and distribute them. On September 19, 

1938, Nagani had printed 10.000 copies. But later altogether more than 100.000 copies were 

printed. On October 7, 1938, publisher Maung Ba Khant has published 1.000 copies. 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 The title of the pamphlet is bi-lingual; see the reproduction of the original text below.  
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2. English Text of Cover and Back Pages 

Cover Page 
 

Indo-Burman Conflict 
Maung Thein Pe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distributed for free to the members of the Nagani Book Club. 

Please reproduce and distribute in many places. 

        2 Pya per book 

First edition  (September)    5000 

Second edition   (September)  10000 

Third edition   (September)  10000 

Fourth edition   (September)  10000 

Fifth edition   (September)  10000 

Ko Nu 

Ko Aung San 

Thakhin Tin Maung 

And other 

progressive leaders 

agree with and 

support the opinions 

presented in this 

treatise. 
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Back Side of Cover Page 

 

Support 
 

We support the book „Indo-Burman Conflict“ written by Maung Thein Pe 

and together with him take the responsibility for its publication: 

 

1. [print] Htun Aye Nagani Book Club 

2. Htun Shwe Nagani Secretary for Education 

3. Htun Ohn         Secretary of the University Cooperative  
         Society 
4. Thakhin Tin Maung We-Burman Association  

5. Aung San Chairman of the National Students Union 

6. Ba Hein Secretary of the University Students Union 

 

OTHER PROGRESSIVE LEADERS 
 

7. Htein Win 

8. Maung Nu 

9. Ba Swe 
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Back Side of Back Page 

 

Books by Thein Pe 
 

________ 
 

Saya Lun’s Biography       2 K 
The Modern Monk       8 Annas  
Royal Advisers        8 Annas 
The Boycotting Student  (Volume 1)   10 Annas  
 
Volume 2 of “The Boycotting Student” to appear soon! 
 
 
Political History of Myanmar (U Ba Khine)  2 K 8 Annas 
Modern Dramas (Maung Nu)    2 K 
Nationalism (Dr. Sun Yat Sen)    2 K 
José Rizal (Moegyo)      2 K 
Socialism (Maung Soe)     2 K 
Burman Affairs (Selected Authors)    2 K 
The Power of the People (Moegyo)    2 K 
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Back Page 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nagani Book Club 
 

Myanmar (Bama Pyi) is full of poverty, sickness and 

uneducatedness. The Nagani Book Club is providing the 

knowledge necessary to begin a new era based on the freedom of 

everybody, development and peace after eliminating these three 

evils through suitable education. 

 

Become a member of Nagani Book Club and help the Club to 

accomplish its task! 

 

Nagani Book Club 

151 Scott Market 

Yangon 
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3. Text 

Translation: Tin Htway�  
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���� �%��#� ���� �� !��"� ��� ������ !��� $��#� ���� ��++���� 1� ����� #��� (�%������ �!�
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�����0�$�""�����������&�2����#�$���/#���$����#����� #��+�#��""�#����"�������	�
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#���� ���� �"$���� ���#�!�"� #�� #��� �������� �� ����� #�� ��� ��"������ ���� ���#� �!�

                                                 
1 Translation: Tin Htway (The Emergence and Development of Political Writing in Burmese Literature, 1914-1942, with 

Special Reference to U Lun. M.Phil.Thesis, London, SOAS, 1969, pp. 227-248). 
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2  bha-ya-kyo = fritters 
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Thein Pe, Indo-Burman Conflict 

 20 

#��������������#����?@)@@@�$������������������9�#�" ����#����A@����+����+���

���#�&�

���� ��;���#�� �!� #��� �#�!!� ��� #��� ������ 
��"$���)� �� �"� � .��0��

��%�"�+���#� ��+��#���#)� #��� 9��+�#�"�� ���� #��� ���� �"� !��"��� ���� ��������

����$�� ����������#��#��#�"���#��A&@@@�+��#��$�� ��  ����� ����"�����!������

#����A@� ��+���� ���� ��� #��� ������ �!� �������&� �#�$��� ;��#�!���"�� ����� #���� #��

���� #��#� ����� � ��� ����� ��� �#��� �������� ���� �� ��� ��=� ;��"���� �� �����

#�����;���#���!�#���+��#��$�� ��#���� �����"�O����� �  �+�������� ��#��""������

#������������)�

�!�$���������#��#�#��)� �%������  ��#����"�%����!��� � ��� ������� ��� 
�&�F�F����

+��� ���#�)� �#�$�""� ��� 
�&�C@�@�+��� ����)� ���� 
�&�C@ ���""����� !��� ���� ��""����

�������&&������!����H��#���#�#�"��6+����#����$�""�� ���P �

���������#�#����������#��!!� �� 
�&���A@���""�����

������Q������Q�������#���+����#�����"%��� 
�&���8@�� �����Q�

�������Q������Q����#����������0�����#����� ��+��+"� � 
�&��@@��������Q�

����������� �"����������L�+��!�#�� 
�&���A@��������Q �

����� ��#��!�"�%�����6+��������������� 
�&���C@����� ���Q�

��������������������������������������������������� �����������������#�"� 
�&�?�@��������Q�

 

<����#�����������+���#��!�%��$)��� ������!�#������� ��""��������#���+����

#���� �"����"� ���� �!� ��� 
�&�?�@���""����&���� �#���� $����)� �%���� ������� ����

#��+��������#����
��+��������������������6 &�


�� �� !���"�� �!� !�%�� +������� ���� #�� +��� 
�&� �8A� ��� � ������ ��6 � ���� #���

����"�� �� ���� �!� ��� �%������ �������� !���"�� � �����# ���� �!� !�%�� ��������� ���

��"��
�&�8D@&�

��������������%���������"�� ����#$�������������� �� �������6+����#����

���� #��#� ������� ��6&� �#� ��� ����� #��#� #��#� ��� #��� �� ����� $��  ��$������ #���

+�����#�/���!#��������#����!����F@@�#��B@@���""���� ��+���&�

�� ����� �!�#���)� �#�"���#�R��!� �������� ���� �"#���" �"����� ��%�� ����� ��#��

#��� ������ �!� #��� �"���S�� 0���� ������"������ '��##�� ��&� ��� ���� #�� #��#�



Thein Pe, Indo-Burman Conflict 

 21 

���#���� �!�#���"����� ��� �"������ ���#��� ������ �!� '�� ##����� ���� �#���� ������

"��������������#�&�
��#���+�����#��$�����#��++����! ��%���#����&�

���� ����"#� $��� #��#� #��� ����� #��� �������� �� ���� ��" +"���� ����

���+���#�)� #��� ����E� #���� �"����� #��� �������� ���� #� �� ����� #����� ��#����

�� ������&�

�� ����� �!� #����� � ����� � +���#���)� �� ����� #���� $� ��� $�""� �!!)� #�����

��������  ������ #��� �++��� ����� ���� #��0� ��%��#���� �! � #��� +���� ��"+"����

�����������"�&����������#�����#����!����������"���# ��!���"���$���F�#���)�����

�� ����� #��� +��+��#���� �!� �������� $����� $��� ������� #���� ���� ��#$����

������� ���� ���� ��������$�����$��� ��#���"&� �� ��� ��#�  ��+"������� ����#�

#��#� ���� �#� ��� ��� ���� ��;� #���� #�� �#� ��#���&� ��#� $ ��#� ��  ��/#� �#���� ��� #��#�

#��������������������#������##���!��%�"���"�&�2���# ���������������%���"������

��������� #��#� ��� ������� � �������#�  ��� �� ���� �� "���"� $�!�� �  ������� #��

��"��� ���� ����"�#����� ���� "���"� +�� ������&� �!� �� �� �����#� ���"� $��#�� #��

�� ������"���"�$�!�)��������#���� ��%��#��&�#����"� �)��#���$�������������"����

���#����&� �����!���)� �������� �������#�� +��+����� #�� ���"�����#� �� ��$�

��������� "�$)� ��#$���� �������#�� ���� ���H�������#�� $ �#��  ��#����  "�����)�

+��#� #����#��&��������#�+��#�� �� ����� �!�#��� �#��� ��+��#��#� �!�#��� �������)�

#������""������$��������"� 0&�

��������������%��� ��������#�����#����#���!�#������ ����&�����������"$����

���0���� #����� �$�� ����!�#&� ����� ��%��� ������ �!� $��0 ���� #���#���� $�#�� #���

�������� !��� ��##��� ��� $����=� ���#���� #���� �������#� � #�����"%��� ��#�� ��

+��%�"����� ������#�&� @�� ����� �  ������� ��� ��#����"� +�"�#� �� ��� $�""� ��� ���

���#�� #� ���� ������ �������#��#���)�#���� ��0�� �""���  ���$�#��#��� ����+�����

;��#�#���++����#����������&�

�����!���)��#����%����!�����#��#�������!�#��������� �"�����������#����������

��$�+�+���� "���#��� �"���� !���#��� ������������ ���#� � ��#��� ����+�����$���

��+���#���������!�������������!�� �&��#����������#� ;�0�&����#���� ����� �!��"�)�

#������������"$������++�������#����������&��������% ����������!����������#�

�!�+�������&�



Thein Pe, Indo-Burman Conflict 

 22 

���� �!� ��� !������� �� ���� �� ��#��"� ����#� !��� �� !���� ���+��!���� ����#��"�#�

������!���&���#�������+��!�'��"������������ "������ �#��#�#����"�����!����������

$�����#����#��"��!����������)�#�����#�����#�� #���� �����%����$���#���� ��"�&�

5��)� �#� ��� #���&� ��#� ��"�� #��#E� ���#���� !������ �!� � ���� ����!� #����� �����

 ����#� ��������"��#�����������������"!&���#�#����� �����#������������""�#����

 ��"��#�� ����� ���&�2#�"��#�#���+���� !�""�$�$��� !�� ���#�� �""�$� ���� ������� ���

������"������#�!���#���������#������"�� ��"����� �� ������������������&�.����

#��� .��#���� � ��%����#� ��� ���� �#�� �����#)� �������� ������+���  "� #��

�� ����%����+�+�"��� ����#��� ������� !���#�6#�"���!�� �� ������� ���� �������

!�""� ���"�&� ��� #�0��  ���#��� � #���)� #��� �������)� �� ���� #��� $��"���"�� ���"����

!���  �##��� ��$� ��#����"�)� ������� #��� +�� �� #�� �4��� ,�� ��#� ���� �#����"�� #���

�������� $��%���� �����#����&� .���� #��� ��%������#)� $� #�� #��� ���� �!�

+����#���������#���"�0��$���$���������)�+��+�����#� ���#��"������#� ��� �"�

���#�#�#�� �#� ��#� �#����� �++���#���� !���� ��� �������  �+�#�"��#&� ��� #����� ����

����"��� ��#����� #����� �������� ���� �� �#����"����"�� � %��� #��� �������� ���)�

�"���#� $�#���#� �"�������)� $���� $��0���� !��� ���� ���� �#���� ���� ���#�� #���)�

#�����#����+��+����������(�����&�

���� ���#�� ��� �!� ��;��#� ���� �""���"� �++�������� ��� # ��� �������� �!� #���

�������� ���� ��������&� ��� #��� ������ �!� #��� ���#�� #� ��� �!� �������#���)�

��6��� ���������)� #��� ����� �� 2 #)� #��� +����#���� �!� �����#���"� �6+��#���)�

�������� ��� �� !���#� "�������� ��� � ���"� ��� �#���� �# &� �# &)�#��� �������/�+��#�

$�����"��#��+��#��#)����#�� #)�����+��%��#&�

�?��

����+������ �����$�����#��#�#�����������$���������� #�� #��������$��0����

������#� �������� ��#����#�� ��"���� #�� #���  �+�#�"��#� ���� ����"�� "���&� �����

 ����#� ��� ��� ������ ��� �%������ �������&� ��#� #�����  �+�#�"��#�� ���� ����"��

 "�������������������������#������#����%�"%��#���+� ���������������������������

4�����"&������!���)��#��++�����#��#�$������������%� � ����#����#���""���������

$�#���#��6 �+#���&�

��#�� #��""�)������/#�#���0�#������������+��������� ��)�$��� ��������"�%���



Thein Pe, Indo-Burman Conflict 

 23 

��� ������ ���� �����#�!�"&� ����� ��%��� �##� 0� #��� ���� ���&� ����� ���/#� #���#�

#��� �������� ���#����� �������&�2��� ����#�����#����$� �0�#���#����$�#��#���

�������� !��� ��##��� ��� !��� $����&� ��� ��"�!��"�� �#��0 ��� �� �� ��� 5������������

���� 
������ ���� ����� �#���� �#��0��)� ������� $��0���� � ��� �������� $��0����

$��������+����"�&�2����#���� ��#����#��#��%����!�#� �� �+�#�"��#���������"�� "����

��������#���#������0�#��������#�)�#����$�""���#���� ��%����&�


�)� $��"�� #��� �������� ���� ��%���� �""� ���#�� �!� #���� "�)� #��� �������� ����

�� ������ ����� ���� ����� �$���=� #��� 2��� �!� ����+���#� � ��� ����++������� ����

#���2����!�2��#���#��������=�#������������� ����+�� ��������+������$�#��"����

����"����#�� ��!��#�#���)�+���� �""���������#�""�&� ���������#����++��� ���!�

+�%��#�)� ����+"�����#� ���� ������� ��� #���&� ��#� ��� #� �� �#���� ����)� ����

������ ���� ���� �$�0�����&� ������ $��� ��%�� ��� ��� �#�� �� ��#� ��� ;��� ����

�� ������ ����� ���� ����� �$���� �!� #��� ���"� ��#��#���& �2��� �%��� #��� ���0��

����������,����#�����"%���#��!� ��#��� ���#��/��+�� �� ����#&�


�)� ��� �� ��  ����#����� ���� ��� �� �� ��� �#���+����� �# � ��� ��#� ���+�������

#��#� ����� ���""� �� ����#� ����"�� �+��0� �!!� ��� ������ ������ ���#&� �#� ��� ���

$������#��#�#��#�#����+��0�������""���� ������!"��� &�

2�� ����")�  �+�#�"��#� ����+�� ����  �+�#�"��#/�� �#���� �)� #��� ����"��  "����

����+�)�$����#�����#���#��#�#���##� 0&�	�
�$������$ ������ ���"�#�� ����$���

������"�#��!�!����#����#��#���0�����#���6�� ������� ������&�9��$��#���#����"��%��

���� �������� ��� �������� ����� ��"������� �������#�)� �� �  ��#���� #����&� 
�� ���

$��#�� �� ��� ��#� � ��#� "�� ����#� �������#�� ���� ����� ���&� ����� ��� �������

 �+�#�"��#�+��"������  �""�����&���#�"�+��"��������� ����#����#���	�
�$�����/��

��#� "��������0"�#�!���&�

����� ���0"�#� $��� ����� ��� �� �������#� ���0� $��� !�"#� � �� �#����"�� ����#�

��"������� +���"���� ��� 	� 
�$�� ���)� ���� #���� $��� #��� ���������� �!� #���

��"�������  ��#��%����&� 	�!��#���#�"�)�#���� ��##���$ ��� !������ ��#�� !"����� ���

��� �""���/� ��+���$�+�+���/)�����#����$��#����"�#� ����#�	�
�$�����&�


�����  �������&������$���������!�""�$�����!� ���+� �������������������

#��� +��#��#� ���#���� �#� #��� 
�$��������� ������&� 
��� �  ��������� �#� ���



Thein Pe, Indo-Burman Conflict 

 24 

+�"�#� �"� �6+"��#�#���&� .�"")� �� ���/#� 0��$� $��#���� �#� $��� #���� ��� ��#&� ����

��%������#� ����#�����"�����!���!��"����#���%����#� ������#)���#���$��"��"�0��#��

 ��#� �����#��#����"��!���#���$����#�����"���#����� ##����� ���#������#��#��&�����

�������� ���� ���� '�����#� ��%��� ���"����� ��$� +��!���� � ��$� $��� #��� ���"�0��

#��� �������� !�"#� !��� #��� �������&� ����� ��%��� #����� #)� #��#� #��� ��"�������

�������#�/#�����$"�$������#���5��������"��/)�#���+� +�"����������� �+#����

!��� #��� ���#� �!� #��� ������������ ���#)�  ��"�� �6+"��� � #�� #��� ������ �!� #���

�������)�$�� ��$����!�""���$�#��#������"�0��!������ ����&�
��#����������������

��$������#�������+��#��#��#�$��&��������������#���� ���0"�#�#�����#����"�#���

!��������������#�����"����!���#����������������#��� �#���������#���#���!����

�#�����+������#��������""�#�������"� �����"��!����# ���'&�&�&�	+$�����#��#���

�����#��&���#���0�#�����%������#�����������%�����#� 0������""�$����#�����"���

��%�"%��� ��� !�""�$����#��� ����#�+��+�� ������ ���#�� �� ��##��&� 
���"�)� ��#�����

 ��"�����$�����#����#����#�����"�����#�0�&�

�D��

.���� #��� ���#� ���0�� ��#)� #��� ��%������#� �� ���� ���# "���&� ����� ���� ��#�

0��$�$��#�#�����������$�#������"��#�����#��#����+�� +��"������$���"�&������

��%��� ��#� ��� ��$� #��� �������� ��#��� #��� �������� �� ����� �!� #�����  �"��

�"������ �++��������&� 2��� #���� ���� �"��� ���##��� �""�  ��������#����� �!� #���

%�"�#�"����#�����!�#����������&����#����#����#����� #�#������#�$���!���������

#�����$�+�+��������#����+���� �#���#���+����&�

���� �������� �  �����#��� �������� �!�"��� ����� ��+"�� ���� ���� ������,���

�##� 0� ������#� #���=� #���� $���� ��#�������� #��#� #��� �##� 0�� ���� ����� ���

$����+�����#��������#�#���  ���#��� ����#����  ��"�� !� ��� ��� ������� !��� �#&� ���

!� #)��+��#�!����#���������"����"�0���!�#���������� ��� ������!�#���������%����)�

#�����$��������������#�����!�#������#����#��� ���#� �&��#��������  ����� ��$�#��

#��� �������� +������"�#�� #��#� $���� ���� +������ �#��#� � ����#����)� �#�����

�����;������=�$��������� ����#��  �����������+"� �) ��#�������+������#���#����=�

$�#����� #����� ����%����� ������� #��� <��#�%�"� �!� 7��� #�)� #��� ���#����� �!� 	�

.������ ��� �#��0��)� �# &� �#� ��� ��+��#��#� #�� ������#� ��� #��#� �"#������ #���



Thein Pe, Indo-Burman Conflict 

 25 

�������� ���� "���� ���"�)� #���� !�""�$� $�""&� �!� #���� ! ���� ��� ����%����"� ��� ���

��������#����$�#���!!� #�%��"��������+)�#����$�""�� �����"��!�""�$�������#�&�<���

#����� �������)� #��� ���#� �++������ #�� ��� +"������ ���� ���������&� ���+"��

%�"��#������#��+�#��"�#������$����������4���#������ �����#������#�)��%���� ��

�!� #����� ���+������� ���#�=� #���� 0�+#� $�# �� �%��� #�� ��� �$�� �#���#�&� 2"#������

#��� ��������$���� ���$���� �!�#���� ��+� #��!�#��� ���� ���� ��#���)�#����� ��� ���

�6 ����!���#����������������#���/�������� ���!��#&�

�A��

��� #��� 8B #� � J�"�)� #����� $��� �� +��#��#� ���#���� ������#� 	� 
�$�� � ��/��

���0"�#� ���#��� !��#� �!�#��� 
�$��������� ������&� ���� ��$����  "������ ���#��#�

���� ��#$����#��� ������#��#���� ����#���+�"� �&��#�$� ��4��#��+�� �!�"� ���#���

8F#� &����#���8> #� �$���� ����� '��"���� �������� �#������ �� �������� ������ �#�

���0)�#����� �����#�������&�7�#��)��#��+�����#����� ���#�#��� ���#��&�2����#�

$���+�� �!�"&����#���8 �� � 
�+#�����)� �������� �#��#��� �#������#��� ������ ����

���#�����6#����)��+���������������#�����#�&�������� �#�������#�!"������+&�

���� �������� ������ ����� ��#��"�����)� �� 0"���� ���� �� +�#����� #���� #���

�������� �������"��#����#���#��"���������#�#������� �������&�

��#� #��� �������)� ������ ����� !���� ��""�� +�$��!�")�  ��� ����+�"�#�� #���

��#��#����#��#�������%��#���&�������!�#������������ �#�����#��� �#�)�$�������

��� ��� ��#���##� 0��������)�$�������#����#�����"�# �������� �%�"����+�"� �&�2#�

#��� �����#���� ���#���  ������� ��#���� ������#�#��� ��% ������#�$���#��"��)� ��

������ #��#� #��� �������� ���� ��#����,��� #��� ���#�� #� �!!� ���� #�� ��++����� #���

���#�� $�#�� ���� ��#����� �#� #����� ��� ��#���&� ����� �� �0�� $���� ���#=� �����

+��+"��$���� ���#� ����=� �����#����� ��� !���� ��������+ ��+"��$���� ��+��������

��� ����� �����#�=� #���� $���� ����� ������#�"�� �  ���� � �!� �����"#� ���� #��!#&�

2!#���#������#��$�����%��)����+�#��#�����4���#��!�# ���"�������!���#�����"������!�

#�����+��������)�#�����%������#���!����&�

�������#������#��+�#��
�+#������C #� )��BA�+��+"�����������#�����$����>�B�

��;����&� �!� #����)� AA� ���#��� ���� #��� ��;������ ��!!� ���� ��� �@>� +��+"�� $����

 ������ ��� #��� ��"�#���� ����  �%�"���� +�"� �&� �!� #��� AA� ����)� ��"�� #����� $����



Thein Pe, Indo-Burman Conflict 

 26 

������������#������#�$�����������&�

���� ���� ������� +�� �� �!�  ���"#�� ��#� ��"�� �� ������ � #��� ��#���� �!� #���

+��+"��������#�#����������)���#���"��%����#��#�#��� ��%������#�$���!�%�������

#��� ������� +�+�"�#���)� ���#�"�#�� ������#� #���� �� �� ����&� ��� #����� ��"��

 �� ���#�� ��)�#��� ��%������#� ��������� ���+�$��)�$� #��#��� ��++��#� �!�#���

������� �&�&�&� 
������ #���)� #��� !��"���� ������#� #��� ��%������#� �� ������&�

���+"���� ������������#�#��&���!����#������#������� )�#�����%������#�����"��

��%�� ������ ��� #��� �������� �!� #��� ���0"�#)� #���� ��� �"�� ��%�� ������ ���

#��#�#����$���� ����++�� �#� ������0�+#����+�$��� ���#� �� ������� ���� ��������

%�#��� ���� ��������&� ��"�� $���� �� ��%������#)� ������� � ��� #��� %�#��� �!�

������#�� ��&�&� !��������� �&�&��� ��#����#�)� $��� ��� + �$��)� $��"�� #��� #�������

��"�6=� #��� ���#�"�#�� ������#� #��� ��%������#� $��"�� � ���++���&� ����� #��� ��$�

��%������#� $��"�� ��� ��"�� #�� �#�+� #��� ���#� $�#���#� # ��� ���� �!� !�� �� ��#� ���

+���������&� ���#� ��%������#�  ����#� ���#���� #��� ��!" ��� �� �!� +�$��!�"�

+�������� ����+�=� �"#������ �#� ��� ��"��#��� ��#�� �!�#� �� ��%������#��+��#� #�#���

��#����#�� �!� ������#���� �&�&�� ����� ���� ���#"�� #���� $���� ��"� #��� ����

�++���#��� ���� #"�� ��� ����)�#��� �������� ��� �6 ����� �� ���� ��#�� ���� ������"��

���#�������+� #&�

.���� �#� ����  �"���� ��$�)� ��� ��%��#���#����  ����##�� �  ��� ��� ��#� �+� #��

$��0� �!!� #�%�"�&� �!� #����  ����##��� ��%��#���#��� #� �� ���#� ������ ��� ��#���)�

#����#����$�""�������#�������#�+�#�&�

�B��

�������� ���� �"��� ���������� #��� !����#���� �!� ��� ��%� �#���#����  ����##���

$�������������$������#�!����������H�����#����$����) �#����$����#�����!����

�����&��������������)���#�%�#�����"�������"!���#��� �#)�����"��#�0����$������&�

����� �����#��� #��#� #��� ������� (�%������#� ����"�� ��� ���� ��+���#����� ���

#���������"!&�������"����������������+���#���#�#��! ���#�����"%�����������&�

��%��� ��#��!���)� #����  ��#������ #��� ���#�#���� 0��$� ��� #��#� #��� ��������

(�%������#�  ��"�� ��� ����+�"�#��&� ��$� #��� ������� ��+ �����#�#�%��� ����

��0����#�����"+��!����"���7����������#����������'�� ������(�%������#&��#����



Thein Pe, Indo-Burman Conflict 

 27 

"�0�"��#��#�#����$�""���#��%���&�

.��������#����!�%�����!�#���+�����#�'��������$�� �� ��� ��#��""����������#�

$������&�

��������������������� ��������#��� ���#���#����� �" ���=�#������������#����

#����� �$�� "���&� ������ $��)� +����+�� ��#� �� ��������� #���� �##�#���)� ��#� ���

��#�����#���#�+��#)�����#���+�����#�'�������&�

����%�������������#������!�#���+�"� ���!�#���"����� ���!�#����'�������=�#����

��"��%�� #��#� $�� ����"�� ��� ���#�!�"� �� ����� #��� +��� +���#�� �!� ������ "����"��

��+��������#����������#��������$��"#���!�#��������� �&��������#������%�������

�6� #"�� #���� ��� ��"�#���� #�� #����� +����� �� ��� ����� &� ������� ��$�+�+���� %�� ��

#��� ����� �+������&�.���� ��$��� ��� '�" �##�)� �� ����� � �� �� ��$�+�+���#��#�#���

"�������$����+��#��#����������#�#������#����������� �� ����#�����������#�#����

#�����"%��� ���� �6� #"��#��� ����=� ���� �� �"��� ����� �� � ���#���� ��#� "��#��#�#���

������� ����"�� ��#� ����#����#��#��� �������&�.��"�� '� ������� ���  ��#��""��� ���

"������� �� �� ��� (�����)� �����)� ��#�")� ������ $�""� �� %��� ��"�� �#� ��� ���+� #&�

��"�� $���� +��+"�� "�0�� �����)� ��&� 2����� ���� �#�����  ��#��"� '�������� $�""�

#��� �������� ���+� #� �#&� ����#���� $�#��  �������)� $�� $�""� !���#� !���

����+����� �=�#���#���)�$��$�""���"%��������������+ ���"���&�	�#�"�#���#����

����%��� $���� #��� "�!#� $���� ���� ��� +�$��� ��� '������� )� #��� ������� $�""� ��%���

������#����#���������������#����$��$�""���%�������� �#����#���������&�



Thein Pe, Indo-Burman Conflict 

 28 

4. Burmese Text 
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  APPENDICES 

 

MYANMAR LITERATURE PROJECT 
Starting with an investigation into the NAGANI BOOK CLUB 

 

The project's 

Working Papers 

are published by 

the Department of Southeast Asian Studies of Passau University 
 

Already Published: 
No. 10:1, An Introduction into the Nagani Book Club 

No. 10:1.1, Additional Material on Nagani 
No. 10:2, Thein Pe, Saya Lun and Member of Parliament 

No. 10:3, Ba Hein, The World of Capitalists 
No 10:4, Thein Pe, Student Boycotters (Two Volumes) 

No. 10:4.1, Additional Material on Students and Politics 
No. 10:5, Ba Khaing, Political History of Burma 

No. 10:6, Nu, Gandalarit 
No. 10:7, Mogyo, José Rizal 

No. 10:8, Three Books on World War and Burma 
No. 10:9, Three Works on the History of the Russian Revolution 

No.10:10, Soe, Socialism and Chit Hlaing, Memories 
No.10:11, Ba Hein, Students’ Revolution 

No.10:100, Papers Presented at the Burma Studies Conference, Singapore 2006 
--------------- 

Some Nagani Books 
were scanned and are available on CD. 

For details contact 
habezett@t-online.de 

-------------- 
All Working Papers published until now are available 

at  
http://www.zoellner-online.org/mlp.htm  

and at the Online Burma Library 
http://www.burmalibrary.org/show.php?cat=2083 
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INVITATION 
 

Readers are invited to participate in the project by 
 
·  writing comments and criticisms on the contents of 

this and other volumes of this series; 
·  contributing essays on Burmese/Myanmar literature 

as a medium between the international world and 
Burmese society; 

·  providing material that sheds more light on the 
Nagani Book Club, its context and impact on 
Burmese intellectual and literary life; 

·  offering assistance as translators and commentators 
of book reports. 

 
----------------------------------------------------- 
 
For contributions and questions, please contact: 
 

Dr. Hans-Bernd Zöllner 
University of Passau 
Phone: +49-40-8317961 
Fax: +49-40-84051735 
Email: habezett@t-online.de 


