Research project: Small towns as interfaces for interaction, exchange and transition in Vietnam (On-going)

[Funded by the Bayerische Eliteförderung]
Assuming that small urban centres play a unique role within a given regional system, the research project aims at identifying central attributes of small towns and typical local patterns of organisation. Focus of the research project is the analysis of social structures and processes of interaction in small towns. The data for the study will be collected in selected small urban centres and district capitals in Vietnam, placing a special focus on the local small trade sector. The small trade sector is viewed as having special relevance in this context as it is a central site of interaction of various actors from different fields besides providing crucial resources such as off-farm income. The study  regards small urban centres as a social interface at which actors from various life-worlds with different interests, moral concepts and resources meet and power differentials become evident. The interface analysis thus includes both actors within and outside the selected small urban centre and aims at exposing the complex social and institutional networks through which the town is embedded in a wider region. The study contributes to the discussion of the integration of small urban centres in the regional cities system as well as their role in rural development and in reducing the pressure on larger cities. Special attention will be paid to forms of self-organisation of local actors and the question if and how small urban centres develop into a socio-cultural entity such as in the sense of a locality as described by R. Korff. The study combines the concept of the social interface according to N. Long with the concepts of social space of H. Lefebvre and A. Giddens.  It thus also aims at analysing the spatial dimension of local patterns of interaction. 
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